
                       
 

          Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

          Held on Wednesday 21st May 2014 
           Shroton Village Hall on at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1.  
1.  Present:      Parish Councillors  Mr J Gibson Fleming (Chair), Mr R Scoones (Vice Chair), Mrs J Hewitt,  

 Mr D Potts, Mrs K Vincent and Mrs J Sutcliff.   District Councillor Jespersen was in attendance.    
 10 residents of the Parish attended the meeting.  

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open. 
 

2. Apologies:  were received from Councillor Bird, Councillor Jeffery and County Councillor Croney.    
 

3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 22nd May 2013 had been circulated and made available for the Parish prior 
to the meeting. The minutes, as a true record of the meeting and were signed and dated by the Chairman.  

 

3. The Chairman’s Summary was presented to the assembled Parish community. The purpose of the Chairman’s 
Annual Report is to review the Parish Council Business which has taken place over the previous 12 months and to 
highlight the major issues, with some editorial input, as to what your Parish Council has done and will do in the future.   

 

Each year an Annual Parish Meeting is held at which residents can air issues and ask the Parish Council to investigate 
certain matters which are of concern. Although the event is NOT a formal Parish Council meeting it is facilitated by the 
Parish Council for the benefit of the community. The Parish Meeting is governed by specific legislation under Schedule 
12 of the Local Government Act 1972. The meeting is an opportunity to discuss ‘parish affairs’; it is not an opportunity 
for electors to make complaints about the Parish Council.  
 

Separate minutes must be kept which are then approved at the next Parish Meeting, which is sometimes a whole year 
on. As the event is only held once a year the DRAFT Minutes of the most recent meeting will be placed here pending 
their formal agreement at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 

a. DCC Highways and the Village Traffic Survey 

 The Chairman reminded the audience that the village remains on the DCC Traffic Engineering List for introducing a 
speed limit within the village, as traffic calming and road safety remain on the Parish Council’s agenda  (Cllr Scoones 
and Cllr Hewitt’s consultation work). The Parish Council is currently addressing the following points made to DCC in 
May 2013 (extract from Parish Clerk’s letter 29th May 2013) 

Road Notices – The Parish Council acknowledge the cost for these new notices; the required procedure for 
obtaining the road notices “Please drive carefully through the village” “Farrington”?   

Give Way Markings – Advice on the current situation regarding the Parish Council’s request that was 
referred by DCC to Highway Operations? 

30 MPH Speed Limit – The Parish Council has recorded the content of this point and note the potential 
position in the 2014/2015 Highways Programme. 

The Parish Council wishes to have recorded that in its opinion the responses provided at points: 

      White Guidance Lines  

      Give Way Markings 

are not only extremely disappointing, but totally unacceptable given the rationale behind the department’s reasoning 
that as there is no accident data recorded for the locations identified as being particularly hazardous, funding will not  

 
The Annual parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parish electorate. 

It is not a Parish Council Meeting. 
The Parish Council Chairman calls and Chairs the meeting. 

There is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations are not 
binding on the Parish Council. 

 



 

to be allocated to sites of potential danger.   The Parish Council perceive this response as a disingenuous reaction to its 
earlier work with the community on identifying traffic calming and road safety issues.  The Parish Council remain 
highly anxious and concerned regarding the areas identified as dangerous to residents, walkers, horse riders and 
numerous road users and the matter of traffic calming and road safety remain high on the Parish Council’s current 
agenda.   

b. Neighbourhood Development Plan  

The Chairman reminded the audience that the Parish Council has begun researching the options for a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP).  Three meetings took place at Ranston House to begin the process of identifying what was 
needed to begin this process, and how the community would benefit if such a plan was devised and whether enough 
external support (non Parish Council membership) would be forthcoming to lead and participate in this project.  The 
Chairman suggested that the Parish Council might want to consider observing and reviewing the development of 
larger village’s local plans before committing resources and energy into such an ambitious project; particularly in light 
of the size of the village. 

c.          Glebe Grass Cutting  

A renewable contract for the maintenance and care of the Glebe grass is to be established.  The production of a Glebe 
Tree Policy for the long term care and protection of the Glebe trees is in operation.  A review/examination of the 
existing Glebe trees on acquisition from NDDC has indicated that several trees will require maintenance in the short 
term.  The Parish Council has applied for permission to remove the Chestnut tree beside the village bus stop as a result 
of discussions surrounding its condition, location and safety issues.  This tree will be replaced in due course with an 
appropriate species identified and selected by the village community. 

 d. Hambledon Hill Neolithic Camp Site   

Cllr Hewitt has begun the fundraising for an information noticeboard to be produced and positioned (subject to the 
landowners and public associations agreeing to the position at the proposed site) on Hambledon Hill.  This work 
remains in progress. 

e.   Wildflower Project 

Cllr Hewitt presented a proposal for the establishment of a wildflower garden on Parish Council land opposite the 
village hall; a scheme to introduce and establish a wildflower garden that was to be maintained by the community with 
the full support of the Parish Council.   

 f. PC Website 

Cllr Bird maintains and updates the PC Website for the community.  Details of current local government consultations, 
local organisations surveys, together with the copies of the PC’s minutes, Agenda and record of Annual Meetings are 
held. 

 g. Solar Farm Community Payment Fund 

 The Chairman attended the official opening of the Solar Park at Park Farm before joining the Parish Council for the 
July 2013 meeting.  The event will be hosted by Low Carbon Solar who are the financiers of this project and Stuart 
Homewood from Inazin (the project managers of this development). During the ceremony the community cheques 
were presented, the cheque for £8,000 made payable to Iwerne Courtney and Stepleton Parish Council was collected 
by County Councillor Croney and brought to the Parish Council meeting. The Parish Council has used a sizeable 
portion of this money to support the Village Hall Committee with its purchase of new tables and trolleys during an 
extensive renovation of the Elizabeth Freke Hall. 

 h. Flooding – Winter 2013 

The Clerk will return the collective response and those details collected by her during the recent flooding events.  
Details of roads, drains, gulleys, culverts etc. are required.  This inventory will be assessed and submitted to the Lead 
Flood Authority (DCC) who will assess and cost the damage before submitting to central government.  The Clerk has 
been charged with returning a survey of the village worst affected by the seasonal weather conditions to NDDC for 
DCC Flood Management; whilst talks with DCC Highways and local landowners continue.   



 

i. The First World War Centenary 

The Parish Council will encourage and promote ideas from the Parish to mark this important commemoration.  

 4.  Planning Matters 

Planning is normally a subject that attracts the most attention and emotion within a village.  Localism is the new buzz 
word and this will include a significant change in style and form of planning policy and delivery.  Your Parish Council 
has heard very few significant planning applications in the past twelve months; this is a marked reduction in number 
due to the existing development policies.   

However, the Church Farm development continues with the granting of permission The Clerk received a grant of 
Planning Permission for application 2/2013/0361/PLNG (02/04/2012) to erect 3 dwellings with 6 parking spaces subject 
to 6 pages (of a schedule) of conditions in January 2014.  It should be noted that the residential units approved by this 
permission shall not be occupied for residential occupation until the existing historic (Tithe Barn & Dovecote) have 
been restored in full and the Ram Shed completely rebuilt in accordance the submitted and approved details and 
Schedule of Works.  The applicants are reminded that the development is presently in breach of the terms of the 
Section 106 Agreement until it is formally modified by “deed of variation” – implementation and completion of the 
“agreed scheme of works” to the Tithe Barn and Dovecote by 31 October 2014.  The development of the lower site and 
the restoration of the Tithe Barn continue to be at the nub of the conditions being put in place for this development.   

5.  Financial Matters 

Your Parish Council sets the Parish Precept which forms a part Council Tax Bill.  The Parish Council continues to 
operate on a tight budget, and it remains in the bottom quartile per capita of precept of all the villages in North Dorset 
District Council.  Parish Council set the Precept at £5624. The funds carried forward from last year include a reserve for 
the management of the Glebe land, maintenance of its furniture and an element to cover the long term maintenance 
of the play area together with a contingency fund of £2,500.  

A community grant from INAZIN (Project Manager) was accessed in July 2013, on the successful completion and 
commissioning of the Solar Farm Project at Park Farm.  Parish Council Minute 19 September 2012 Item 11 c and 21 
November 2012 Item 11 b refer.  The Parish Council has used a portion of this money to support the Village Hall 
Committee with its purchase of new tables and trolleys during an extensive renovation of the Elizabeth Freke Hall. 

6.   Parish Council Members 

Cllr Perrett resigned in January 2014, Cllr Potts resigned in May 2014 and Cllr Jeffery resigned in June 2014. Your Parish 
Councillors have done much for the community this last year and I thank them all for good work and support of the 
business of the Parish Council.  We are most ably served at County and District level by County Councillor Deborah 
Croney and District Councillor Sherry Jespersen at District Council level, both these ladies have been readily available 
for help, advice and support during the session of the Parish Council this last year.  

7.   Open Forum 

The Chairman opened the meeting to members of the Parish present: 

Mr Magrie asked what the Parish Council, District Council and Dorset County Council were doing about the run-off of 
water so very evident last winter.  He further stated that the flooding situation must be given more attention and any 
pro-activity of local councils should be focussed on the aspects of flooding within local communities and not a reactive 
programme minimising the consequent aftermath. Mr Magrie further reminded the Parish Council that well 
documented degradation of farmland is a major risk affected by adverse weather conditions adding to the water-run 
off and subsequent flooding risks. 

The Clerk has been charged with returning a survey of the village worst affected by the seasonal weather conditions to 
NDDC for DCC Flood Management.   

Miss Goodall asked the Chairman what the situation was concerning the installation of a handrail at St Mary’s Church.  
Record of 2 serious accidents, use becoming more frequent for community events, aged population and mobility 
issues.  Is this a Church issue or Parish Council issue?  



 

 

Mr Rees requested clarification concerning the maintenance of the trees on the Glebe and enquired if the Parish 
Council had a Tree Policy.  Liability issues, insurance issues.  He stated the importance of such a document to the 
residents of the Glebe area.  Who is responsible for maintenance, application for maintaining trees in a conservation 
area?  Damage to property a major consideration at his location – the willow tree example. 

Miss Goodall enquired after the proposed bus stop relocation at the Cross and whether the community would ever see 
this relocated.  There are concerns from young mums and older residents with mobility issues.  The car parking along 
the bus stop area was seen as a potential hazard and unlikely to be policed until the bus-stop road markings became a 
reality.  The installation is to include an area of raised pavement to accommodate passengers alighting from the 
buses. 

Mr Pearson advised the meeting that there is considerable interest and support from the residents for the Petanque 
Court, currently a flat green pitch to the right hand side of the Glebe by the road sign.  Mr Pearson on behalf of the 
Petanque Players supported the initiative by Cllr Bird to develop a more permanent pitch (sand/gravel/stone).  Cllr Bird 
to provide details of cost, materials, size and the workforce to be engaged by June 2014 monthly meeting of the Parish 
Council.     

There being no other matters for discussion the Chairman thanked the residents for their attendance and 
participation.  The meeting was declared closed at 7:50 pm. 

Signed ………………………………………………..    Date ………………………………… 
Chairman Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
 
Lizzie Kingsbury Parish Clerk 28/05/14  


