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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   17
th

 December 2014   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 
 

Present:  Cllr Gibson Fleming, Cllr Scoones, Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Sutcliffe and Cllr Bird 

 County Councillor Croney was in attendance 
 Four residents of the village were in attendance   
  

 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

Cllr  Vincent and District Councillor Jespersen.   
 

 2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19
th

 November 2014 having been previously circulated, were agreed, the minutes 
were duly signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Sutcliffe and seconded by Cllr Scoones.       

 
 

3.   Declaration of  Interests 
 

a.  Cllr Hewitt declared an interest at Finance Matters Item 9b. 
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  
a. Clerk still awaiting news concerning the notification of cessation of work and security of the Tithe Barn site over the 

winter.  County Councillor Croney to follow-up Clerk’s enquiries. 
b. The Clerk having been instructed to contact DCC Highways regarding the Parish Council’s decision to work toward 

the replacement of inadequate drainage provision for the areas of the village advised the Parish Council of the 
conflicting response from DCC Highways regarding drainage for the village.  The Chairman further advocated the 
replacement of the critical few drains which are under size or damaged in the area of the Cross, and instructed the 
Clerk to contact DCC Highways again to begin the process of replacement drains to alleviate the seasonal flooding 
within the village.  County Councillor Croney to speak to the Clerk concerning the process. The council agreed the 
“adopt a drain” idea from Cllr Hewitt would be worth trying.  Councillors to promote.   

c. There were no responses to the Parish Council’s request (Shroton Lines December 2014) for commemorating World 
War One within the Parish. 

 
County Councillor 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
County Councillor 
Parish Council 
 
 

  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. December 2014 monthly report from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen circulated to the 
council prior to the meeting.  County Councillor Croney advised the council of the protracted discussions 
surrounding the current situation of the A350/C13.  Options are currently being considered for devising effective 
timelines for construction work to begin; however, landowners close to Dinah’s Hollow are becoming increasingly 
recalcitrant  at the scope of some of the proposed work and seasonal delays are foreseen whilst these issues are 
addressed.  County Councillor Croney advised the Parish Council that additional capital funding and a further 
assessment of the main routes around the A350 were being sought as highways have a duty to open the road as 
soon as possible and this prolonged period of closure (potentially between 18 months to up to 3 years from April 
2014) has and will continue to put a great strain on the existing road network. 

  
 

 
 
 
County Councillor 
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The Chairman reminded the council and residents present, that this situation presented itself 20 years ago with the 
“Save our Villages” campaign and called for combined public pressure to champion the villages worst affected by 
this current situation and the truculence of unco-operative local councils.  The Chairman was gratified to see the 
members of the Parish prepared to become involved in this pressure group and begin to apply the process of 
democratic pressure, petitions and become increasingly more vocal regarding this matter. 

b. The parishioners present requested County Councillor Croney to repeat aspects of her report (they arrived just after 
7:30 pm), which she did, whilst the Clerk reminded the council and parishioners of how to access the dedicated 
website established by DCC Highways for up to date information on the situation.   

c. Mrs Hazel Ward a resident from the Courtney Close area of the village explained her concerns about flooding and 
the lack of suitable drainage close to her property and asked if the Parish Council would contact a “proper” drains 
man and how she was to obtain appropriate advice on clearing flood debris.  The Chairman, thanked Mrs Ward for 
her enquiry, explaining that this very matter had just been taken in the Clerk’s roundup under matters arising; and 
that the Clerk would, as directed make further representations to DCC regarding the inadequacy of the village’s 
drains.   

           Clerk to provide Mrs Ward with details of how and where to reporting flooding and road drains issues. 
 

 
Chairman to 
contact 
Parishioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk  

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

     

a     HRC – Have your say on changes to household recycling centres - public consultation open.  Clerk advised all the 
council to participate and would prepare suitable copy for the Shroton Lines, whilst Councillor Bird to put on the 
Parish website.  

 
Clerk for SL 
Cllr Bird 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
       

 

Cllr Hewitt – Homewatch and Play Area – Play area matting has been replaced.   
Cllr Vincent – Footpaths – The issue concerning the rubble and potential damage to cars (Mr Heap October 2014) has 
been dropped as the consensus of opinion is that the tipping is doing something useful in the pot-holed surface of this 
lane.  It should be noted that the landowner (Ranston Estate) ought to be consulted prior to residents organising this type 
of self-help. 
Cllr Sutcliffe – Glebe Trees – The pear tree was successfully planted on 20

th
 November 2014.  Cllr Sutcliffe advised the 

council that Stuart Carter had submitted an application schedule of work to NDDC, for pruning, removing dead wood and 
shortening branches of the Glebe Trees.  The council agreed with the proposed schedule of work, but discussed the 
Lombardy Poplar trees further.  The suggestion by Stuart Carter that the trees would need regular inspection after strong 
winds; served only to highlight the need to consider the options for their long term care and as a responsible landowner, 
the council, had a duty of care towards residents on the Glebe.  The council discussed the options presented, and 
determined at this stage to allow Stuart Carter to talk to NDDC about felling the trees whilst concurrently seeking village 
opinions particularly members of the Glebe community, whose properties lie within the trees shadow should be 
encouraged to write to the council about their preferred options or concerns regarding the future of the Lombardy Poplar 
trees.  Clerk to talk to the Parish Council Insurance Company and confirm adequate/appropriate indemnity cover for 
these specimens. 
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area/–Parish Council /Village Hall matters   Cllr Bird reports that the Village Hall is to get a 
new oak floor. 
Cllr Scoones – Account Supervisor – No report for this meeting required.   
 

 
 
Cllr Vincent 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Sutcliffe 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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.   
8.  Parish Council Projects  
 
 
 

 

a.    Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman conceded that this matter should be further addressed 
on the progress and development of the surrounding village’s initiatives and plans, and could be a consideration of 
the returning Parish Council after the elections in May 2015.   

b.   Wildflower Project and Hambledon Hill Information Notice Board – Cllr Hewitt advised the council that a cherry 
tree and plum tree would be planted in the wildflower flower area.  Preparatory work of the area has been completed  

        in readiness for these trees.  Cllr Hewitt asked the council if they would support the idea of a commemorative garden 
for World War 1.  The Parish Council will be considering the idea, by dedicating the wildflower garden and orchard 
(the area opposite the Village Hall) to those parish residents, local organisations and groups involved in this war 
effort.  Plans to mark their contribution are being devised; which may include paths and benches for this area to be 
used as a remembrance garden by the Parish.  The design and facilities of this area will be further determined once 
the wildflowers have been established. 

 All major decisions and project development actions are to be ratified as agenda items within the business of a    
Parish Council meeting. 

 
 
Clerk for Feb 2015 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Hewitt for   

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

    

a.   To discuss the expenditure to date for budget estimation for 2015/2016 – the Clerk provided a document for the 
council to consider it’s expenditure to date; prior to receipt of the Precept Papers.  The Chairman urged the council to 
consider options for Parish Council projects prior to the setting of the precept in the new year. 

b.    Payment approved for the Play Area maintenance costs £190. 
d.    Payment for grass cutting the Glebe July - November 2014 £320 deferred until January 2015, when the Clerk was in 

receipt of the invoices from the contractor charged with this work. 
e.   Payment approved for the purchase and planting of the replacement Glebe tree £204 
f.    Payment approved for the Clerk’s Salary & Employment Costs September – December 2014 £638.88 
g. Payment approved to HMRC £151.20 
Items b, e, f and g proposed by Cllr Scoones and seconded by Cllr Sutcliffe   
h.   Parish Council have discussed and adopted the joint recommendations made by National Association Local Councils 

and Society of Local Council Clerks for the 2014-2016 revised pay scales for the Parish Clerk in accordance with 
National Salary Awards and effective from 1st January 2015.  Clerk’s salary Spinal Point 18 = £9.029 per hour for 
2015/2016.   

 

Parish Council 

 

 

Clerk to follow-up 

Clerk 

 10. Planning Matters 

 

a. Planning Consultation - 2/2014/1462/CPE - Courtney Cottage Fairfield Road Shroton Dorset DT11 8QA – Cllr Scoones 
for Parish Council observations and comments forwarded to NDDC Development Services.        

 
Clerk returned 

11. Other Matters 

 

a. Cllr Hewitt asked the Clerk if she had been advised of the situation regarding the Water Meadow Rights of Way and 
situation by the Chief Ranger, Graham Stanley.  The Clerk was requested to investigate. 

b. Cllr Bird advised the council that the gentlemen (a village resident) providing fish and chips on a Monday evening 
has taken to parking his van on the bus-stop area (around 5:00 pm with buses still running) and leaves the said 
vehicle in this location until the following morning; which is problematic for the school bus and other road users at 
this busy junction.  The council agreed that this was parking matter and should be dealt with by the appropriate 
authority. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  .. again! 

 

The Presiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:50 pm.                  LK 18/12/14 

The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 21st January 2015       Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 


