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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   17 February 2016   Venue:  Shroton Cricket Club Pavilion,  
 

Present:    Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Bird, Cllr Mower and Cllr Bennett  

In attendance: District Cllr Jespersen, Mr Kevin Morris, Mr Tony Pitcher, Mrs Sarah Davy and Mrs Sally Grieves  

  

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

Mr Malcolm Cavan, a resident of Farrington (for the Democratic Period). 
 

2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2016 having been previously circulated, were agreed; the presiding 
Chairman duly signed the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Bennett.     

    

 
 

3.   Declaration of  Interests 
 

No interests were declared.  
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  
a. Parish Council Recruitment - Cllr Hewitt has made initial enquiries (at a village event) of interest in joining the Parish 
Council, and is now in receipt of the promotional flyers encouraging additional membership of the Parish Council.  It is 
envisaged that these are to be distributed to the Parishioners within the next month.  Indications of interest to be gauged 
and appropriate interest registered. 
b. Bi-monthly Parish Council meetings – Cllr Bird asked if the Parish Council meetings could be held bi-monthly.  A 
member of the Parish has indicated interests in joining the Parish Council but only if the meetings were held on a 
bimonthly basis.  The Chairman asked the council for its opinion; the preference was to remain as a council that held 
monthly meetings.  The Clerk provided guidance on the rules of attendance for existing and potential council members, 
and remarked that the Parish Council was not an organisation whose volunteer membership should be negotiated or 
managed subject to the availability and intermittent commitment of interested Parishioners.  Cllr Bird requested to 
approach the interested Parishioner with an option to become involved as a “representative co-ordinator” for the Parish 
Council. 
c. Parish Noticeboards – Clerk reported that details and costs of the new noticeboards would be available for the March 
2016 Parish Council meeting.  The Chairman suggested the council consider providing a notice board for the village of 
Farrington. 
 

 
Parish Council 
March 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
Business for 
March 2016 

  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

The February 2016 report from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen was circulated prior to the 

meeting.  District Councillor Jespersen discussed the Rural Bus Review Update   and advised that the first priority should 
be to encourage bus users to complete the survey. Also ensuring that DCC, MP and local councillors at all levels, 
appreciate the impact the cuts will have on the most vulnerable people in rural areas, and those who use public transport 
to get to education, training or employment. There are clear limitations to the extent to which community car and bus 
schemes can replace public transport services.  It was agreed that the outcome of the review should be used to drive the  
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delivery of discretionary services and to decide where priority should be given for the expansion of community schemes.  
District Councillor Jespersen provided a short brief on the Dorset County Council Financial Update and further advised the 
council that it is clear from the detailed work done in the last few weeks that DCC is one of the worst- affected County 
Councils in the Country. The two main causes of the negative impact are the level of reduction in RSG (100% over the next 
2 years) and the inclusion of Care Act Implementation Grant in the base of RSG rather than as a specific grant.   The 
Chairman invited Mr Tony Pitcher, a resident of Farrington to use this session to inform and advise the Parish Council of 
the observations regarding the planning application 2/2016/0017/FUL for the Deer Farm, Farrington.  The continued 
consternation felt by the representative Farrington resident with this planning application for two large detached houses 
in open countryside was formally noted, whilst the Parish Council intend to have recorded its continued unease regarding 
the planned development of isolated homes in the countryside when the need for such has not been functionally or 
financially determined.   The Chairman invited Mrs Sarah Davy to discuss the work in progress, how the project is meant 
to operate together with access procedures for the Shroton Defibrillator Project (SDP) and provide the Parish Council 
with clarification of what the Community Heartbeat Trusts’ pledge of £500 of products and services is, and how this 
pledge fits in with the project development to date, prior to issue of the Parish Councils INAZIN Community Grant cheque 
of £772 for this community project.  Mrs Davy explained that the SDP had already raised £1228 and with the INAZIN 
Community Grant donation of £772, the collective total of £2000 would allow the Community Heartbeat Trust to honour 
its pledge in providing the services and products, which could include training and equipment for this project.  Mrs Davy 
advised the Parish Council of the proposed on-going fundraising to further support the defibrillator management plan.  It 
is proposed to locate this equipment at the Shroton Village Hall site The Parish Council has requested to be kept advised 
of training opportunities, the timing of the installation of the defibrillator and the ambulance service the equipment is to 
be registered with.  The council wished Mrs Davy and Mrs Sally Grieves every success with the project.  Clerk to prepare 
cheque and donation letter. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minute 21 October 
2015 Item 6d/589 
 
 
 
Agenda item  
May 2016 APM 
 
 
Clerk letter and 
cheque 

6.  Correspondence 
      
a. SVHC – advice of increased hire fees – to be taken at Finance Matters. 
b. NDDC – Notice of Intention – Resolution relating to Original Street naming enactment.  No action is to be taken by 

the Parish Council.  This exercise is being organised to clarify that a Street Naming and Numbering Policy provides a 
service with correct procedures when new street names or numbers are being submitted to NDDC.   
 

 
Item 9b 
 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
       

 

Cllr Hewitt is the Homewatch and Play Area representative for the Parish Council.    Cllr Hewitt informed the council that 
the remedial work connected to the accident (reported to DCP H&S Executive in November 2015) has been completed 
and reported as such to the DCP H&S Executive by the Clerk.  The Homewatch news site is currently undergoing a review 
and is awaiting the results of community participation and consultation. 
Cllr Bennett is the Footpaths representative for the Parish Council.   After a meeting with Graham Stanley and identifying 
two particular bad areas on footpath 4 - the far end of the track behind the Courtney Close houses and the large mud bath 
by the three gates in the next field (off the “cow ground”) and the deep puddle under the small metal gate diagonally 
across from the gate entrance from Courtney Close (Mr. Nick Smith’s horse field gate).  Graham Stanley agreed that infill 
was needed at the cow ground locations and indicated he would talk to Mr. Smith about a share of the cost.  The deep 
puddle at the horse field gate is not a public path and is being slowly in filled by Cllr Bennett during his walks.   Graham 
Stanley also commented on the path alongside the stream (Water Meadow) being changed from original proper and 
defined route and the uneven state of the paving slabs constituting a pathway (which he was previously aware of); Cllr  

 
Clerk email 
11/02/16 Play Area 
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Bennett unsure of any action as the location is outside the Parish boundary.  
Cllr Bird is the- DAPTC Northern Area representative and maintains the Parish Council Website.   
Cllr Mower has been appointed the Village Hall representative. 
Parish Clerk co-ordinates Glebe matters for the Parish Council and will not carry out work/enquiries until specifically directed 
by the Parish Council.   The Clerk reported her observations concerning the Poplar Trees and reported the response from 
NDDC Environment Trees Officer concerning her request to visit these trees given their TPO status.  The Environment 
Team at NDDC informed the Clerk that it would not contemplate visiting the site of these trees due to financial and 
manpower constraints allied with not having the insurance cover to undertake such work.  NDDC therefore strongly 
recommend the Parish Council to employ the services of a suitably qualified arborist, to assess the condition of the two 
poplars relating to concerns about their stability.  If works are identified following this inspection, then a tree works 
application will need to be submitted with supporting evidence (i.e. a specialist report), however, if any work is identified 
as being urgent then the tree surgeon or consultant can contact NDDC directly to discuss whether a Section 202c 
exception is appropriate for these specimens.   The Clerk is to contact known NDDC and other consultants. 
NB A consultant can provide impartial advice on the condition of the tree(s) and the works required whereas a tree 
surgeon tends to be the one who actually carries out the work.   Cllr Bird was thanked for his assistance in the production 
of a CD record of the Poplar Trees since January 2016.  The Clerk reported the condition of the roof of the Jubilee Bridge 
and asked for assistance to determine any necessary maintenance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk’s email 
12/02/16 
Glebe File 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Parish Council 

.   
8.  Parish Council Projects 
 
 
Subsequent record for 
Parish Council Projects 

  

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman raised the matter of the NDP and asked District Councillor 
Jespersen to advise the council on the current impetus and potential impact this village might experience if such a 
document was not considered let alone produced.  Councillor Jespersen advised the council to  think extremely carefully 
about such a document and positively identify, just what, the Parish needed to address in a plan and whether the council 
were aware of planning or development issues.   Any involvement in producing such a plan would ultimately require 
concerted and whole community support of evidenced based and genuine local needs.  This matter can be revisited at  
any time, and the council are minded of the work being done by larger villages and towns in North Dorset.  The Iwerne  
Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council has taken the decision not to "join" Iwerne Minster in this venture; Minute 8 
(21st October 2015) page 590 refers.    All major decisions and project development actions are to be ratified as agenda 
items within the business of Parish Council meeting, 
Cllr Hewitt – Bus Stop Windows – The Chairman advised the council that the work was in progress, no date yet identified 
for completion. 
Cllr Hewitt – Stiles to Gates Project – The Chairman advised the council that she had been in contact Tara Hansford  
(TH) and the DCC Countryside Rangers (CR) concerning the arrangements for the purchase and installation of theses 
gates.   A further update of the meeting between TH & CR and the official permission to go ahead will be reported at the 
March 2016 meeting. 
Clerk – Parish Noticeboards – The Clerk advised the council of the future requirement to provide the electorate with 
information concerning the business of the council.  The introduction of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 
(December 2014) necessitates the publication of: 

 Items of expenditure over £100 

 End of year accounts 

 Annual governance statement 

 Internal Audit Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Hewitt 
 
Cllr Hewitt/Clerk 
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 List of councillor or member responsibilities 

 Location of public land and building assets 

 Minutes, agendas and papers of formal meetings 
for the local electorate, council tax payers and ratepayers to scrutinise financial information so that they are able to 
exercise their right to question and make objections or comments to the auditor.  The current system of displaying 
council information is severely hampered by old and ill placed small noticeboards.  A central location for the new Parish 
Council noticeboard is subject to further discussion.  The Chairman suggested that a noticeboard be obtained for 
Farrington residents.  Clerk to investigate cost and supply of new noticeboards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

 

a.  The council ratified the final precept application of £ 6044 for 2016/2017.  The Clerk dispatched the Precept Papers 
to NDDC 27th January 2016.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the local budget estimate for 2016 - 2017.  Precept papers to 
be retained by Clerk. 
b.  Notification of increase in hire fees for the Shroton Village Hall.  The council further discussed the letter received 
from the Shroton Village Hall Committee (SVHC) in early January 2016 and the subsequent discussions between the 
Chairman and the Village Hall Committee on 3 February 2016.  Nevertheless, the Council considers the proposed reduced 
rate is still excessive, given the facilities available and its responsibility to use taxpayers’ money raised through the Parish 
precept, reasonably and cost effectively.  The Parish Council fully understands the Village Hall Committee’s desire to see 
greater revenue generated from use of the village hall.  However, the Parish Council meets on behalf of the village and 
surrounding Parish; and considers it is unable to justify allocating its resource to such a large increase in the hire rate for 
the use of the village hall, given that its use is for between 75 – 90 minutes of meeting time on the eleven statutory 
occasions the Council meets in a year.   The Parish Council wishes to maintain good will and to show support in a 
reasonable way towards the Village Hall Committee, and if possible, to continue to support the community by using the 
village hall as its meeting place, even though other venues are available to it without cost.  In these circumstances, the 
Parish Council considers that the maximum amount of taxpayer’s money that it feels it is appropriate to allocate from its 
resource for this purpose £110 per annum, for the facility to meet to conduct the business of the Parish.  The responsibility 
for ensuring ratepayers money is spent wisely and effectively is not taken lightly by the Parish Council.  The alternative 
option should this revised offer of £110 per annum not be acceptable to the Village Hall Committee will be to make use of 
an alternative venue for Parish Council meetings.  Clerk instructed to write to Chairman and Secretary of the Village Hall 
Committee.  Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Bird further suggested that should the Village Hall Committee reject the offer of £110; 
payment for the use of the village locations offered as alternative venues should be made at a cost of £10 per meeting.   

   c.  The record of expenditure up to 17 February 2016 was signed by the Chairman and to be retained by the Clerk for 
internal audit inspection.    

   d.  Payment approved for DAPTC Invoice – Clerk - Finance for Smaller Authorities training session 19 January 2016 £35 
   e.   INAZIN Community Grant  - Village Defibrillator Project donation cheque to be prepared by Clerk for £772. 
   f.    Payment approved to Mr N Smith Parsonage Bessells Allotments (3B) £10.       

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk  

 

Clerk 
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10. Planning Matters 

 

a.   2/2016/0017/FUL – Deer Farm, Farrington DT11 8RA – Erect two agricultural worker’s dwellings with garages and 
modify vehicular access.   Having considered the above application, at both an informal meeting (Monday 8

th
 February 

and subsequently tabled at the February 2016 meeting), the Parish Council wishes to record its observations and 
objects most strongly to this planning application.  The Parish Council objects in principle as it considers the case has 
not been made or the evidence produced as to the financial viability of this business and the need for two agricultural 
worker’s dwellings and detached garaging on this site.  Further comments relating to the councils decision to object to 
this planning application are contained in the Clerks letter 23 February 2016 to the case officer Mr R McDonald Planning 
Officer (North Area). 
b. 2/2016/0033/FUL – Applins Farm, Farrington Bridge to Farrington Village, DT11 8RA – Erect two extensions – 
business units.  Cllr Bennett to complete observations and comments for response by the Parish Council.  Response to 
NDDC by 18 February 2016.  The Parish Council has no objection of further comments for this application. 
 

  
 
 
 
Clerk letter 23 
February 2016 to 
NDDC 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Other Matters 

 

 
 

a. Farrington Road signs – a previous matter with Parish traffic calming measures and survey (CL 23 March 2013) 
b. Clerk to Kingston Maurward College 3 March 2016 – report of the Annual Conference “Impact of Local 

Government re-organisation on Parish and Town Councils” 
c. Clerk to change email address with DAPTC assistance. 
 

 
All items for 
March 2016 
agenda 

 

 
 The Presiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:15 pm.  
 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 16 March 2016 at 7:00 pm  - location to be determined!    
 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council  
 (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 

 
 LK 25/02/16 


