
 

 
 

 

624 

624 

Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   20 July 2016   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall  
 

Present:    Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Bird, Cllr Mower and Cllr Bennett  

In attendance:   

  

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

District Councillor Croney 
 

2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2016 having been previously circulated, were agreed; the presiding Chairman 
duly signed the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr Bird.     

    

 
 

3.   Declaration of Interests 
 

No interests were declared.  
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
a. The Village Map - Discussions surrounding the cost of installing the original map will ultimately depend on the 

suitability and availability of wall space in the Parish church; the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Parish Council 
will continue to discuss the matter once a definitive cost has been identified.  Cllr Mower and Bennett suggested 
that the exact costs should be identified before any decision is made on the return and installation of the village 
map.  The Chairman agreed to follow through this matter with the PCC.   

b. The Old Rectory Fence – The Clerk having written to Spectrum Housing Association yet again in June has received 
no reply to the request for assistance to remove the fencing.  The matter has been forwarded to County Councillor 
Croney for her attention and influence with her Spectrum Housing Association contact. 

c. Centenary Fields in Trust Programme – securing recreational spaces in perpetuity to honour the memory of those 
lives lost in World War 1 – the PC to further discuss at the September 2016 meeting as it has not been circulated 
around the council. 

d. Farrington Village Road Signs – The Clerk having written to DCC Highways over the last 3 months and still not 
received a reply into the provision of the village road signs is instructed to follow-up this matter with County 
Councillor Croney and advise her of the current situation. 

e. Traffic Calming measures after the 30 m.p.h. Speed Limit reversal – The Clerk advised the council that a reply had 
been received from DCC Highways to her enquiry regarding the revoking of the decision made in April 2015 to 
cancel the implementation of a speed limit in the village.  The Clerk advised the council that DCC Highways require a 
statement confirming why the Parish Council now wishes to reverse their decision not to support this proposal.  The 
council discussed various traffic calming measures and agreed to review the Clerk’s “Traffic in Villages” document 
(now on full circulation). This is a toolkit produced by CPRE and other authorities to assist rural communities in 
determining whether any suitable traffic calming measures could be adopted for this community. 
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  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

The July 2016 report from District Councillor Brown was circulated prior to the meeting.  
Public Session including Parish Councillors – a. The Malus tree and the power lines from “Fourways”.   The Chairman 
attended a meeting of local residents involved in resolving the issue of the power lines being impeded by branches of a tree 
on land that appears not to be owned by local residents or the county/district council.  Whilst the Parish council has no 
powers to determine land registry issues, it was considered helpful that the Chairman advise the meeting of the previous 
efforts of the Parish council in addressing the issue of the power lines in a tree over a public highway.  The meeting 
determined that the residents request immediate assistance from Scottish & Southern Power to deal with the branches in 
the Malus tree.  A subsequent email from Scottish & Southern Power confirmed that the matter had been assessed and its 
engineers had removed the immediate threat of a power interruption. Scottish & Southern Power will now maintain the trees on 
a rolling 5-year program going forward Reference BA9271.  The Chairman is following up the matter of ownership of the land 
(on which the Malus tree stands) with Dorset County Council.  There appears to be some confusion regarding the ownership 
of this land and whom is responsible for the maintenance of the Malus tree.  
b.  Request for a mirror at the “T” junction of Bessells Lane and Newfield Road.   The Clerk advised the council of the 
enquiries from residents regarding the installation of a traffic mirror at this junction.  The council discussed the previous 
traffic calming consultation and the list devised as a result of consulting the electorate (2012 – 2013).   DCC Highways, 
considering the consultation results as unnecessary and not cost effective dismissed the suggested measures, including the 
installation of a mirror.  The council is minded to revisit traffic calming and road safety measures, including the installation of 
a mirror at this junction.  
  

 
Clerk Ref:  
BA9271 12 July 
2016 Ref 60771 
Chairman to 
research 
ownership of the 
land with DCC 
L/d 16 Nov 1979 
refers. 
 
Chairman 
 
 
Clerk 
September 2016 

6.  Correspondence 
      
a.  Public Footpath No 14 – Stopping-up Order 7304/2016 – nothing further to discuss or comments received.  Stopping-up 
Order papers retained with the planning application for the Cricketers Inn development 2/2015/1549/FUL. 
b.  Came & Company – Parish Council Insurance Brokers Limited now a trading style known as Stackhouse Poland Limited. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
       

 

Cllr Hewitt is the Play Area representative for the Parish Council.  The annual inspection of the play area has been 
completed.  Cllr Hewitt to query an item in the current report against findings in 2015 report regarding the Wicksteed 
Rocking Horse that it now fails to meet EN1176.  Cllr Hewitt urged the council to visit the play area and inspect the play 
equipment identified in the report. 
Cllr Bennett is the Footpaths representative and DAPTC North Dorset representative for the Parish Council.   Cllr Bennett 
has completed the DAPTC representative paperwork and is due to attend the next regional meeting.  No further comments 
regarding the anticipated work from the Countryside Ranger on Footpath No 4 and the installation of the small gate in the 
fence at the five bar gate further along the footpath. 
Cllr Bird is the Local Homewatch representative and maintains the Parish Council Website. Cllr Bird looking into an 
alternative scheme for paying the annual hosting fee for the Parish website. Cllr Bird to co-ordinate a free trial period for an 
advertising opportunity on the parish website.  Cllr Bird has removed the contact email addresses of Cllr Hewitt and the 
Parish Clerk from the Homewatch contact list.  Clerk to work with Cllr Bird on refiguring content of the Parish website 
ensuring the timely publication of the Audit papers and other important Parish council papers. 
Cllr Mower is the Village Hall representative for the Parish Council.  Cllr Mower advised the council that there will be no 
pantomime production this year, the village hall committee has provisionally identified 24 June 2017 as the date of the next 
village fete.  Cllr Mower to advise the Clerk when this date is confirmed.   Cllr Mower reported that the village hall committee 
was in receipt of £8,000 as a result of community activities and the refurbishment of the ladies toilets was going ahead with 
completion anticipated by October 2016. 

 
 
Parish Council 
 
 
Work anticipated 
early August 2016 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Mower 
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Parish Clerk (co-ordinates Glebe matters for the Parish Council) The Clerk requested assistance to begin moderate  
maintenance work on the shrubs surrounding the Glebe and cosmetic reduction of long branches of some trees on the Glebe.   
 
 
The Chairman advised the council that she had approached Mr Kevin Morris to take on the work of inspecting the Parish 
trees particularly those on the Glebe on behalf of the Parish Council.  This has become necessary due to the continuing 
demands of Parish council business undertaken by the Parish Clerk. 
 

.   
8.  Parish Council Projects 
 
 
 

  

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman raised the matter of the NDP and asked District Councillor 
Jespersen to advise the council on the current impetus and potential impact this village might experience if such a document 
was not considered let alone produced.  Councillor Jespersen advised the council to think extremely carefully about such a 
document and positively identify, just what, the Parish needed to address in a plan and whether the council were aware of 
planning or development issues.   Any involvement in producing such a plan would ultimately require concerted and whole 
community support of evidenced based and genuine local needs.   
1. This matter can be revisited at any time, and the council are minded of the work being done by larger villages and towns 

in North Dorset.  The Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council has taken the decision not to "join" Iwerne Minster in 
this venture; Minute 8 (21st October 2015) page 590 refers.     

2. Iwerne Minster Parish Council has applied to North Dorset District Council for designation of a neighbourhood area 
under The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The proposed area, to be known as the 
Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Area, covers the whole of the parished area of Iwerne Minster. 
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/422515/Iwerne-Minster   

Cllr Hewitt – Stiles to Gates Project – No report at this meeting. 
Parish Noticeboard – No report at this meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

  
a.  1  The council having considered the agreement made by National Joint Council for Local Government Services and as 

agreed between National Association Local Councils and Society of Local Council Clerks for the revised pay scales for 
the Parish Clerk in accordance with National Salary Awards and effective from 1 April 2016, adopted and ratified the 
revised Clerk’s salary at Spinal Point 18 = £9.299 per hour for 2016/2017 and to further increase from £ 9.299 per hour to 
£9.392 per hour from April 2017.    

a. 2   The council having considered the Clerk’s request to revise the monthly homeworking contribution for the Parish Clerk 
from £1.33 per month (set prior to May 2006) adopted and ratified an increase in home working contributions to £5 per 
month and effective from 1 April 2016.   

b.       Chairman and RFO signed the Parish Council Receipts & Payments Book correct to the end of the Financial Year 
31/03/16. 

c.       The council approved payment to DAPTC and LCR for the annual subscription 2016/2017 for £135.38 
d.       The council approved payment to N W Adams (Engineering Design Services) for completion of the annual Play Area 

Inspection 2016 for £105.90. 
e.      Council approved payment to for the removal of dead wood in a Poplar tree (TPO 530/16) for £295 plus (VAT£59 @ 20%) 

£354 to Hawes Arborists.  The Parish council instructed the Clerk to draft a letter for the Chairman, advising Hawes 
Arborists of the council’s unhappiness with the process for this work.  The Parish Council will advise Hawes Arborists of 
its disappointment at the presumption that they had permission to complete the required work before the Clerk had 
the full agreement of the all the council members and, to be further advised that the Clerk does not have any powers to 

 

Clerk action for 

items a.1 to g 

 

 

https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/422515/Iwerne-Minster
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authorise work/payment of any nature on behalf of the Parish Council.   
f.       Re-issue of PC cheque 010464/July 2016 for £70 to Mr Vince Stone due to loss by payee for payment for the installation 

of the bus-stop windows.  Item Finance 10c(2) 18 May 2016 refers.  
 
g.      The council approved payment of Clerks Salary and expenses April - July 2016 at the rate approved – as set at Finance 

9a & 9b 20/07/16. 
h.      The council approved payment to HMRC PAYE April - July 2016 commensurate with the approved salary rate for the 

period. 
 j.       The record of expenditure (up to 20 July 2016) was signed by the Chairman for the RFO’s retention. 
 

10. Planning Matters 

 

 
No planning applications received for tabling at the July 2016 Parish Council meeting. 

 

11. Other Matters 

 
 

a.   Clerk described the arrangements for the Parish council to be recalled in August should it become necessary to discuss 
urgent Parish council business.  The Clerk is requested to advise District and County officers of the date of the next meeting. 
b.  Chairman to research access to Land Registry website to determine what and how many parcels of village land are not 
recorded, owned or administered by District or the County Council. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Hewitt 

 
The Presiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:30 pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting: 21 Wednesday September 2016 at 7:00 pm 

 

 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council  
 (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting)                
  
LK 23/07/16) 


