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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   18
th

 June 2014   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 
 

Present:  Cllr James Gibson Fleming, Cllr Kirsten Vincent, Cllr Jill Sutcliff, Cllr Robin Scoones, Cllr Judith Hewitt and Cllr Jim Bird 

 District Councillor Croney was in attendance 
  

 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

Cllr Jespersen.   
 

 2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2014 having been previously circulated, were agreed, the minutes were duly 
signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Scoones and seconded by Cllr Vincent.  

 

3.   Declaration of  Interests 
 

 Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Sutcliff – St Mary’s Church Bells – when a decision on finance was to be determined.  The Chairman 
reminded the council that these councillors are best placed to provide information on the bells restoration appeal.   
 Cllr Bird - the Petanque Court on the Glebe – no pecuniary interest in this project – Cllr Bird has previously advised that 
there will be no cost borne by the Parish Council for this project. 
  

 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  
a. 1.    The Chairman explained the purpose of the meeting at NDDC 9

th
 June 2014 regarding the closure of C13 and the 

subsequent pressure placed on the A350.  The current situation was reviewed by the Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of 
the Parish Councils located along the A350 with District Councillors Croney and Jespersen together with officers 
from DCC Highways.  The views expressed included the current HGV movements, the volume of traffic & speed of 
traffic, driver frustration and ensuing poor driving behaviour.  The impact on local village life, with specific concerns 
for child safety particularly at school bus drop-off times, the results of recent community speed watch patrols and 
the results of DCC traffic flow surveys. 

       DCC is to devise a website/pages detailing the project currently underway and timelines for completion and 
determine mitigation plans and arrangements for the forthcoming increase in holiday and festival traffic on the 
A350. 

a.   2.  The Chairman requested that his points concerning the time taken by DCC to survey and plan a solution for 
Dinah’s Hollow appeared excessive and developments to date risible; that consideration be given to opening the 
road during the holiday peak periods and harvest and the immediate organisation of remedial works and the re-
opening of the road be included in the summary of the official report of this meeting.    

b. 1.    The Chairman advised the council that Councillor Jeffery resigned on 16
th

 June 2014 from the Parish Council.     
The Chairman thanked her for her contribution to the business of the council and advised the council that she 
wished to involved with the work of the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   

b.   2.    The Clerk requested the council to consider the content of the draft Grass Cutting Contract June – November 
2014.  The Clerk is to remove any reference to “cemeteries” from this document and send to the contractor engaged 
in this work.  The Parish Council agreed to the content and detail contained in the contract, proposed by Cllr Bird 
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and seconded by Cllr Hewitt.  This contract will be reviewed in November 2014 for the growing season of 2015. 
Grass cutting for the Glebe would recommence in June 2014 by Mr Rob Smith of Iwerne Valley Garden Services.  
The council agreed that an interim arrangement of 12 cuts would be completed up until November 2014 at a cost of 
£40 per cut.  Any additional cuts would be authorised by the council and charged at £40.   

b.   3.     The Clerk answered a question about volunteers helping with maintenance of trees on the Glebe; the Clerk 
explained that volunteers working under the control of the Parish Council (PC) in connection with PC activities are 
included in the definition of an Employee on the PC Insurance policy and are therefore insured under both the 
Employer’s and Public Liability sections of that policy, i.e. the Glebe grass cutting contractor.  The Clerk advised the 
council that individuals (not Parish Councillors) wishing to cut the Glebe grass or remove low tree branches (in 
preparation for village events etc.) should in the first instance seek the consent of the PC for this work to be 
considered or completed.  The Glebe co-ordinator (Cllr Bird) is to advise the PC of these requests from the 
community. 

b.    4.     The Clerk reported to DCC Highways and Dorset for You the drain cover located opposite the Village Hall on 
Main Street; as the cause of damage to residents car tyres. 

 

 
Clerk Nov 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. Monthly reports from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen were circulated to the council prior 
to the meeting. 

    Cllr Croney talked to the council about the current A350 & C13 situation. A350/C13 Road Closure and associated     
activities. 

 A dedicated team of two highways engineers and a highways safety officer have been assigned to the local 
area team under the management of Rolly Skeates and specifically allocated to the C13 and A350.  

 Further advisory speed limits and signage has been erected on the bends of the A350 plus concealed entrance 
signage. 

 The timing of the traffic lights at Durweston has been altered to accommodate the increase traffic flow 
north/south in order to reduce queuing volumes. 

 School crossing patrol signage at Fontmell Magna will be erected shortly and drop-off and collection time 
manned patrol will be considered.  

 The Harbour Master Commissioner has informed all of the ferry Companies and their clients of the road 
closure at Dinah's Hollow and have agreed for DCC to erect signage in English, French and Spanish at the port 
exits. The Highways Agency will be erecting advisory signs on the A303 ahead of the A350 turning.  

 Mitigation plans for holiday traffic - particularly traffic from the Steam Fair traffic and other festivals - is 
currently under review with the traffic manager and event organisers. Further information will be available 
following the next meeting of the Safety Advisory Group. 

     Cllr Croney assured the council that she would remain in touch concerning any  further developments on the 
matter, and would investigate the potential for requesting a “no overtaking” zone  on the straight sections of the  

     bends at Stepleton following a serious accident on the A350 on 6th June 2014. 
b. The Clerk requested assistance from the DCC Rangers to cut the grassed banks (site lines) turning into Frog Lane 

from A350. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County Cllr Croney 
 
 
Clerk 

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

a. Letter from the Church Wardens of St Mary’s Church, Shroton requesting a donation from the INAZIN Community 
Grant was read to the council.  The council are minded in principal to contribute to the fundraising programme once  
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it is established within the community.  The Chairman indicated that the council would be interested to learn of the 
progress of the proposed fundraising in order to consider an appropriate sum to be donated for the St Mary’s 
Church Bells Restoration Appeal from the Parish Council. 

 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
      Re-Appointed 

 

Cllr Hewitt – Homewatch and Play Area – requested the Clerk to find the details of the supplier of bark for the play 
area replenishment. 
Cllr Vincent – Footpaths – No report for this meeting 
Cllr Sutcliffe – Glebe Trees Cllr Sutcliffe advised that one resident came forward to work with her on the Glebe Trees.  
Cllr Sutcliffe is researching specimens suitable for replacing the recently removed Chestnut tree and has been 
requested to contact James Renner for advice in the first instance.  Cllr Sutcliffe has spoken to the residents of the 
Glebe; six residents advised her that there was no further requirement for planting trees on the Glebe.  The Chairman 
and Cllr Hewitt commented that the residents of the Glebe were not the only representatives of the community when 
discussing the need for future planting and stewardship of the Glebe.  Clerk is requested to contact the Arboricultural 
Consultant (David Prince) to arrange for a professional inspection for maintenance of the Glebe trees which is to include 
the willow tree bordering Brook Cottage (Mr A Rees) and the Cedar tree.      
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area – No report for this meeting.  Parish Council Website – Advertising fees for the 
website are to be set at the same price as the Shroton Lines.   
Cllr Bird - Glebe Co-ordinator – No report for this meeting, however the Chairman reminded Cllr Bird of his duties to 
inspect the trees and adhere to the Glebe Tree Policy, inspect the Jubilee Bridge, note the condition of the features of 
the Glebe and maintain a record of these inspections.  Clerk to provide a copy of the Glebe Tree Policy (2012) for Cllr 
Bird’s information and retention.  
Cllr Scoones – Account Supervisor – No report for this meeting required.   
  

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Sutcliffe 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
Clerk 

.   
8.  Parish Council Projects  
 
All major decisions  
and project development 
actions are to be ratified 
as agenda items within 
the business of a Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 
 

 

a.    Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman advised the council about the Prince’s Foundation – 
which is an organisation giving people the skills they need to create sustainable and beautiful places.  The 
Foundation can equip professionals and the public with skills they need to design, build and preserve sustainable 
environments.  The Foundation will help people understand what they want from their communities and ensure 
they know how to make it happen. References for Parish Councillors: www.princes-foundation.org/support and 
www.princes-foundation.org  The Clerk has signed up for regular updates from this organisation.    The Chairman 
reminded three council of the need for this to be a whole community project and championed membership of the 
working party being made up of local people and possibly chaired by a member of the village.  Cllr Jespersen agreed 
to contact the NDDC officer and assist with the initiative by providing the Chairman with contact details for the 
Chairman of the working party at Shillingstone. 

b.   Wildflower Project and Hambledon Hill Information Notice Board – Cllr Hewitt advised the council that her 
fundraising applications and research efforts to date had met with little success as the criteria for funding is unlikely  

        to be met for these projects.  Cllr Hewitt requested that a reserve sum from the INAZIN Community Grant be 
earmarked for these projects.  The council were favourably minded to do so; however Cllr Scoones asked if a 
noticeboard for the wildflower project was actually required.  Cllr Hewitt indicated that the noticeboard would cost 
around £1,500. A fully costed proposal to be made by Cllr Hewitt. 

c.    Work starts on the Cross Bus Stop Monday 23
rd

 June 2014.  Cllr Bird to lead with Cllr Scoones and Mr Perrett  
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        supporting.   
d.   The Chairman further requested Cllr Bird to provide the council with a proper written proposal for the permanent  

Petanque court initiative before a decision can be considered by the PC.   The proposal is to be circulated in 
good time before a meeting so it can be properly debated.  This proposal is to illustrate costs, size and materials 
together with details of the working group prepared to establish this feature on the Glebe. The Clerk suggested that 
Cllr Bird check with NDDC Development Control for Planning Matters, as aspects of the Glebe’s surface were being 
proposed for alteration with the permanent removal of an area of the grassed surface.   
 

 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
Cllr Bird 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

.    
a.   The council approved payment for DAPTC Annual Subscription for 2014/2015 £129.35 
b. The council  approved payment for Cllr Sutcliffe’s attendance at DAPTC training “Councillor’s Powers & Duties” 

seminar 5 June 2014 (Tarrant Keyneston) £30 
c. The council approved Cllr Sutcliffe’s attendance at DAPTC training “Making your Council Meetings Work” seminar 1 

July 2014 (Dorchester) £30.  Invoice to follow attendance.  

 

Clerk  

Clerk 

Clerk 

 

 10. Planning Matters 

 

No Planning Matters tabled for this meeting.   
 
 

11. Other Matters 

 

a. Cllr Sutcliffe asked the council if it could begin to consider how best to encourage residents and parishioners to 
become involved with the business of the Parish Council and to consider innovative ways to promote the work of 
the council.  Cllr Vincent suggested that people would find the business of the council dull and were put off by 
the paperwork and formality of the council.  Cllr Bird is to produce copy for Shroton Lines advising of the 
potential for demise of the Parish Council if enough parishioners do not step up.  The Clerk advised the council 
that she (as a resident of the village) would be writing to the Editor of the Shroton Lines; highlighting the May 
editorial and the disservice done to previous and current parishioners who had stepped up to become Parish 
Councillors and that the reference to “being at war” would dramatically reduce the likelihood of other 
community-minded volunteers stepping forward, just at the time when they are badly needed by their 
community.  The risk is that without sufficient volunteers, Shroton will be unable to form a Parish Council, and 
will lose its autonomy as a community, which could lead to the business and role of the council being absorbed 
into a neighbouring Parish Council or administered by NDDC directly. 

 

 
 
Clerk 

 

 The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8: 10 pm.                  LK 25/06/14   

 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 16th July 2014 
  Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 


