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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

Date: 18 May 2016 Venue:  ShrotonVillage Hall

Present: Cllr Hewitt,Cllr Bird, Cllr Mower andCllr Bennett 
In attendance: District Cllr Croney andMr Kevin Morris

8 residents of the village remained after the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting.

Agenda item Discussion points Action

Election of Chairman and 
Vice Chairman of the 
Parish Council

Cllr Judith Hewittwas elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for 2016 – 2017 and Cllr Jim Birdwas elected as the Vice 
Chairman of the Parish Council for 2016 – 2017 both nominations were agreed unanimously by the council members present.  
Clerk requested both councillors complete the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

1. Apologies None sent

2. Minutes of Previous 
Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2016having been previously circulated, were agreed; the presiding Chairman 
duly signed the minutes. Proposed by CllrBird and seconded by Cllr Bennett.  

3. Declaration of Interests No interests were declared.

4. Matters Arising a.Standing Orders – The Clerk recommended the inclusion of the wording email correspondenceto be included in the 
council’s Standing Orders for Parish Council business and correspondence.SO 07/15 Section 3bi.
b. Farrington Village Road Signs–This request for road signage was initially made in 2012 and subsequently in 2013 as a 
result of a parish traffic survey. The Clerk is further instructed to follow-up the enquiry and to advise County Councillor 
Croney of the current situation.
c.The Old Rectory– Spectrum HousingAssociation (SHA) has been approached to assist the Parish Council with the removal 
of the fencing surrounding the area previously used as a mini recycling area while their contractors renovate the Old Rectory
Garages.  Despite the Clerk’s efforts, no response from SHA has been received.  Clerk instructed to write to SHA again and 
copy District Councillor Croney into the further correspondence regarding this matter. 
d. HM Queen Elizabeth II 90th Birthday Commemorative Medal for Schools and Councils –The Village Hall Committee 
(VHC) were approached to gauge potential interest and support for the purchase of these commemorative medals.  The 
Village Hall Committee will not be supporting this initiative; the Parish Council mindful of the organisation and work involved 
in procuring the commemorative medals will now not follow this initiative through.  
The Village Hall Committee, asked instead to have a donation made to it for the purchase of a map case to house the 
facsimile copy of the historic village map – now removed to the Dorset History Centre after evidence of damage due to 
positioning on a damp wall in the village hall.  
Council taken out of MeetingThe matter of a donation for this map case developed into a full discussion with the residents 
present.  Several members of the village were extremely surprised and exceedingly disappointed that this historical map was 
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no longer 

in the village and asked the Chairman how the village could seek to have the map restored to the community.  The discussion 
included having the map returned, an alternative secure & permanent location, climatically controlled case and placed on the 
Parish Council’s Register of Property and Assets, whilst being insured on the Parish Councils insurance.  Residents also 
supported the idea of fundraising for the purchase of a specialist case, which would house this historical document.  The 
Parish Council remain mindful that the action taken by the VHC was in the best interest of the map, its condition at the time
and providing an alternative for future viewing/reference; however the residents present felt the village community should 
have been made aware of the damage and lasting decision to remove this important document to Dorchester and replace it 
with a facsimile.  Chairman PC will be speaking to VH Chairman and to the current custodians of this important document 
regarding its retrieval. Offers of assistance for the fundraising, preservation work and identification of an alternative location 
further discussed and to be determined.  Meeting taken back into Council.
e.Grass cutting – verges at the Old Mill House – Clerk has left messages for the Countryside Ranger and will continue to 
lobby for a meeting to discuss the cutting of the verges in the village and what the community can expect in the way of DCC 
support for verge cutting. 

Chairman
Clerk Agenda June 
2016

5.Democratic Period with
DCC & NDDC news

The May 2016 report fromDistrict Councillor Croney was circulated prior to the meeting. Councillor Croney requested the 
Clerk to copy her in on the contact correspondence with SHA and the DCC Countryside Ranger team.Councillor Croney 
commented on the earlier enquiry (taken at the Annual Parish Meeting – separate minutes) around traffic calming measures 
which are prioritised and where possible taken forward by the village in collaboration with DCC Highways. The Parish 
Council Chairman explained how close the village had come to having a 30 MPH Speed Limit in 2015 however a decision 
taken by members of Parish Council at the time cancelled this request for a speed limit.  Piers Brown is the new District 
Councillor and a renowned Christmas decorations man!  The Hambledon County meetings clashed with other district 
meetings.  To ensure fair representation for all the divisional meetings were devised. Councillor Croney talked about 
Unitary Authorities and how discussions and consultations will be produced in plain English for the electorate to grasp and 
the current work on devolution and combined authorities is so significant for local government and parishes.  Further 
information regarding the consultations will be produced shortly.
Public Session including Parish Councillors
Mrs Jill Sutcliffe requested the Parish Council to determine the precise location of the DCC verge cutting close to her 
residence; and to ensure the location remains on a schedule of DCC verge cutting.

Clerk

Clerk to resurrect 
the Speed Limit 
papers with DCC

Clerk for DCC 
Countryside 
Rangers

6.  Correspondence a. Mr Kevin Morris – Plan for the noticeboard in the “Cricketers” bus shelter.  The council thanked Mr Morris for his work to 
date and further requested exact costs for this work.
b. DCC Highways – “Haven’t we done well” papers kept on file with Clerk for reference.
c.DCC Library Services – consultation and the anticipated loss of the mobile library service requires community involvement.  
Cllr Bird has posted this on the Parish website and the Clerk has produced copy for the June Shroton Lines. .
d. NDDC – Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Development Plan can now be seen at the NDDC council offices in Blandford and 
at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk
e.Centenary Fields Trust Programme – securing recreational spaces in perpetuity, in honour of the memory of those lives lost 
in World War 1. Information being circulated to the council and will be further discussed at June 2016 meeting.

Clerk June 2016

Clerk June 2016

www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk
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7. Parish Council 
Representatives

Cllr Hewitt is thePlay Arearepresentative for the Parish Council.
Cllr Bennett is the Footpaths representative and DAPTC North Dorset representativefor the Parish Council. Cllr Bennett has 
not heard from the DCC Countryside Ranger Team to determine when the repairs to Footpath No 4 (two previously identified 
deep muddy patches preventing access to farm gates).
Cllr Birdis the Local Homewatch representative and maintains the Parish Council Website.Cllr Bird receives the Homewatch 
information and displays this on the Parish website.
Cllr Mower is the Village Hall representative for the Parish Council. 
Parish Clerk co-ordinates Glebe matters for the Parish Counciland will not carry out work/enquiries until specifically directed by 
the Parish Council. Guidance Notes for Glebe Users(05/16) and Glebe Tree Safety Inspection Assessment Policy (amended 
05/16) ratified and adopted May 2016.

Clerk June 2016

.
8.Parish Council Projects

Neighbourhood Development Plan(NDP) –The Chairman raised the matter of the NDP and asked District Councillor 
Jespersen to advise the council on the current impetus and potential impact this village might experience if such a document 
was not considered let alone produced.  Councillor Jespersen advised the council to  think extremely carefully about such a 
document and positively identify, just what, the Parish needed to address in a plan and whether the council were aware of 
planning or development issues. Any involvement in producing such a plan would ultimately require concerted and whole 
community support of evidenced based and genuine local needs.  
1. This matter can be revisited at any time, and the council are minded of the work being done by larger villages and towns 

in North Dorset.The Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council has taken the decision not to "join" Iwerne Minster in 
this venture; Minute 8 (21st October 2015) page 590 refers.

2. Iwerne Minster Parish Council has applied to North Dorset District Council for designation of a neighbourhood area 
under The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The proposed area, to be known as the 
Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Area, covers the whole of the parished area of Iwerne 
Minster.https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/422515/Iwerne-Minster

Cllr Hewitt – Stiles to Gates Project– Cllr Hewitt reported the gates are yet to be collected from the Agricentre Sturminster 
Newton by the DCC Countryside Ranger Team.  
Parish Noticeboard – Mr Kevin Morrisis requested to provide the council with exact costs of the materials to be used in the 
redesign and siting of the noticeboard in the Cricketers bus stop shelter.

Clerk to chase

Clerk June 2016

9. Finance Matters a. Council to consider for approval and adoption the Final End of Year Accounts and Expenditure 1st April 2014 – 31st March 
2016 priorto external audit inspection.  The Clerk is now in receipt of outstanding bank statement 31 March 2016.  Proposed 
by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Moweragreed unanimously by the council members present.  
b. Chairman and RFO duly signed the Accounting Statement (Section 1) of 2015/2016 Audit Form.
c. Chairman and RFO duly signed the Risk Assessment review log as required at Section 1.5 of 2015/2016 Audit Form.
d. Chairman and RFO duly signed the Property and Fixed Asset Register as required at Section 2.9 of the 2015/2016 Audit 
Form.
e. Council approved payment for the supply and installation of bus stop windows Clear-view Windows and Glazing �70
f. Council approved payment for the Internal Audit (Review and Assessment) 2015 – 2016 by JP Consulting Ltd �65
g.  Record of anticipated expenditure up to 18 May 2016 duly signed by the Chairman for RFO retention.

Clerk Actions a - g
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10.Planning Matters
a. 2/2015/0017/FUL – Deer Farm, Farrington DT11 8RA – NDDC Development Control decision to approve planning 
application to erect two agricultural workers dwellings with garages and modify vehicular access. 
Cllr Bennett’s points from the Development Control Meeting:
The application was the fourth application in the order of the meeting and the Case Officer put forward his case as to why it 
should be approved.  Consideration to the approval included the proposed buildings were behind trees and shielded from 
view from Hambledon Hill.   Cllr Bennett learnt that he had been given 6 minutes to make the council’s case (having been 
advised it was going to be 3 minutes) and could of asked why so large a building needs to be made and why the professional 
consultation on the need for more than one home was being side-lined.  Cllr Bennett went on to advise the meeting that in 
his opinion the Chairman(Development Control Meeting) was in favour of the application, that several applications were 
subsequently turned down after the correct motions, the decision on the application went to the vote 3 to 6 against the 
Parish Council.Cllr Bennett was surprised and mildly intriguedwith the residents from Farrington, who were reluctant to talk 
about this application at this particular meeting given their pre-disposition to the application from the out-set.  Cllr Bennett 
provided an anecdotal example of another planning matter under discussion at the same meeting and came away from the 
NDDC shocked and disappointed at the current planning processes.
b. 2/2/2016/0586/CATREE - Beech Cottage, Main Street DT11 8QD – T1 - Apple - (next to pond) - Remove lowest right-hand 
limb to relieve weight on rest of tree.  T2 - Cherry (nearest to garage) - Remove lowest left-hand limb to improve the shape of 
the tree.   No further comments from the Parish Council.

Clerk for NDDC

11. Other Matters a. Cllr Hewitt advised the Parish Council of her contact with the “Cricketers” during the recent Beer Festival 2016 and the 
incidences of drinking glasses being left in the play area.  The council urges the “Cricketers” licensees to take a more 
pro-active role in this matter with the Parish Council to ensure the safety and enjoyment of the play area for all the 
visitors to the village and the Cricketers Inn. 

Chairman letter

ThePresiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:40 pm.
The date of the next meeting: Wednesday15 June2016 at 7:00 pm

Chairman …………………………………………    Date……………………………………………..
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
(To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting)

LK 22/05/16


