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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   19 October 2016   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall  
 

Present:    Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Bird, Cllr Mower, Cllr Morris and Cllr Bennett  

In attendance: Mr J Mackintosh 

  

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

District Councillor Croney 
 

2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2016 having been previously circulated, were agreed; the presiding 
Chairman duly signed the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr Mower and seconded by Cllr Morris.     

    

 
 

3.   Declaration of Interests 
 

No interests were declared.  
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
a. The Old Rectory continued fly tipping – The Clerk advised District Councillor Croney of the situation regarding the 

continued ill-legal fly tipping and the content of her email to the Neighbourhood Housing Officer at the Spectrum 
Housing Association (SHA).  District Councillor Croney has contacted a lead officer at the DWP requesting further 
inspections to be co-ordinated with refuse rounds at this site.  SHA will advise it’s tenants of this continued abuse of 
the area. 

b. Traffic Calming measures in village – The Clerk advised the council that she was unable to have her copy 
signposting residents to the ‘traffic in villages’ document printed in Shroton Lines (October 2016).  Further efforts 
are to be made for the November 2016 edition whereby information for the residents to view this document can be 
promoted.  Cllr Bird and Cllr Morris are to begin coordinating locations for potential traffic calming areas within the 
village.  Cllr Mower has offered to speak to the parents of village children about this initiative and gauge their 
support and involvement with this work. 

c. Review of Financial Standing Orders – Cllr Bennett advised the council that he had completed his preliminary 
review of the draft financial orders and had passed the draft document to the Chairman for observations.  The 
Chairman will meet the Clerk next week to discuss the work to date and obtain clarification on the matters 
highlighted by Cllr Bennett. 

d. DCC Highways, BT and the branches in telephone wires – The Clerk advised the council that after discussions with 
DCC Highways and learning of its specialist arborist team and the inordinate amount of time spent identifying and 
locating the most appropriate BT department that may be able to assist with the removal of the tree branches in the 
telephone wires.  The power has to be switched off at the property being served by BT before the arborist team can 
attempt to work on the trees.  Clerk instructed to advise the owner of the property (being served by the telephone 
wires) of the information and contact details of the BT community and damage reporting agencies for switching off 
the power to the telephone line.  The Clerk also advised the council that DCC Highways are minded to issue the 
Parish Council with a ‘cultivation licence’ for the small area of land on which the offending tree is situated.  The land  
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is and will remain in perpetuity, the property of DCC Highways.  The Parish council would ‘steward’ this land for the 
community, thereby resolving a recent situation involving local residents of who actually owns this land. 

 

  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

The October 2016 report from District Councillor Jespersen was circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
Public Session including Parish Councillors   

a. Mr Mackintosh was given the opportunity to discuss with the council his planning applications for ‘Littleport’ Main 
Street, Shroton.  The applicant described the proposed (known) development and explained how the property was in 
much need of renovation and mindful of the need to manage this with the support of the community, particularly in 
light of the strategic position of the property along the village main road.  The applications are to be taken at Item 10. 

b. The Chairman advised the council that during her recent discussions with SHA, residents living in the General Wolfe 
Close homes were experiencing access difficulties due to overgrown hedging on a SHA owned footpath due to the 
closure of Footpath No 14 during the renovation work at the Cricketers public house.  

c. Mr Kevin Morris was co-opted onto the Parish Council in September 2016.   The Clerk having processed Mr Morris 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interests Form and Acceptance of Office forms for recording at NDDC has yet to receive the 
forms back from NDDC Democratic Services. 

d.  The Clerk is to organise a ‘walking meeting’ with the Community Officer of DCC Highways to identify and monitor 
the progress of reported potholes in and around the village. 

e. The Clerk advised the council of residents’ reports of a ‘buggy’ vehicle being driven on the Glebe.  After discussing the 
matter and identifying the practical considerations and concerns  (insurance, safety of other Glebe users, whole 
community use and a potential increase in maintenance costs), Cllr Mower volunteered to speak to the owner of the 
vehicle regarding the councils concerns and requirements. 
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6.  Correspondence 
      

a. Nothing received at 17 October 2016.  The Clerk forwarded two batches of email round-ups for the council’s 
information and reference on 23 September and 12 October 2016. 

 
 
 
 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
       

 

Cllr Hewitt is the Play Area representative for the Parish Council.  Cllr Hewitt enquired if the council would promote her 
‘weed watching’ initiative.  After the council collapsed into loud laughter, she tirelessly went onto to explain that perhaps the 
parents/carers/guardians of the children using the play area might consider doing a spot of weeding whilst watching the 
children using the play equipment.   
Cllr Bennett is the Footpaths representative and DAPTC North Dorset representative for the Parish Council.   Cllr Bennett 
indicated he would further contact the Countryside Ranger regarding the proposed installation of the small gate in the fence 
at the five bar gate further along footpath No 4.  Clerk to contact Mr Smith and thank him for the chalk delivery at this 
junction and enquire if he means to supply further footing materials.  Cllr Bennett is to attend the DAPTC Annual General 
Meeting on 5 November 2016. 
Cllr Bird is the Local Homewatch representative and maintains the Parish Council Website.   
Cllr Mower is the Village Hall representative for the Parish Council.  Cllr Mower advised the council that the annual Christmas 
Dinner is 3 December 2016.  Cllr Bird further requested information about any forthcoming social events being held in the 
village hall and not being able to promote them on the Parish website. 
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Parish Clerk (co-ordinates Glebe matters for the Parish Council) The Clerk advised the council of reports of ill legal car 
parking on the Glebe land (the grassed area).  This is not only ill legal car parking but also highly inconsiderate behaviour 
given the care, maintenance and whole village use of this remarkable community asset.  The council was advised that it is not 
an insurance matter at this time and reminded that the future maintenance of this asset would be a feature of future precept 
provision, which would impact on council tax payers in the Parish.  
The Tree Supervisor will report to the council on the visual condition of the trees on the Glebe and any other location within 
the Parish as deemed appropriate by the council. Clerk has provided a copy of the Assessment Guide (Tree Policy) for 
reference at this time.  Clerk and Tree Supervisor to begin regular inspections by November 2016.  
 

.   
8.  Parish Council Projects 
 
 
 

  

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman raised the matter of the NDP and asked District Councillor 
Jespersen to advise the council on the current impetus and potential impact this village might experience if such a document 
was not considered let alone produced.  Councillor Jespersen advised the council to think extremely carefully about such a 
document and positively identify, just what, the Parish needed to address in a plan and whether the council were aware of 
planning or development issues.   Any involvement in producing such a plan would ultimately require concerted and whole 
community support of evidenced based and genuine local needs.   
1. This matter can be revisited at any time, and the council are minded of the work being done by larger villages and towns 

in North Dorset.  The Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council has taken the decision not to "join" Iwerne Minster in 
this venture; Minute 8 (21st October 2015) page 590 refers.     

2. Iwerne Minster Parish Council has applied to North Dorset District Council for designation of a neighbourhood area 
under The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The proposed area, to be known as the 
Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Area, covers the whole of the parished area of Iwerne Minster. 
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/422515/Iwerne-Minster   

 
Cllr Hewitt – Stiles to Gates Project – Cllr Hewitt has further requested a report on the proposed installation of the gates 
and posts from the DCC Countryside Rangers.  Delays in completing this project are as a result of work undertaken by the 
DCC rangers in other parts of North Dorset and deemed more important. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subsequent minute 
 
 

 
a. Payment approved to Mr N Smith for the Parsonage Bessells Allotments Oct 2016 – September 2017 £140. 
b. Notification of £382.68 payment received for VAT Return for Jan 2014 – Aug 2016. 
c. Record of expenditure up to 19 October 2016 signed by the Chairman for RFO retention. 
d. Clerk’s non-attendance at DAPTC Clerks Seminar 22 September 2016 will not be a cost to the Parish Council. 

e. The Clerk advised the council that the Internal Auditor requires a subsequent minute to conclude the matter of the 
Hawes Arborists not presenting the council cheque for the work they completed on the Poplar Tree in June 2016.  

 

 The Clerk was instructed to contact Hawes Arborist to enquire as to the cost for the immediate removal of dead 
branches in one of the Lombardy Poplar trees (TPO 533/2015) situated on the Glebe and to determine the availability of 
the arborist company for this work.   

 A series of emails dating from 15 June 2016 describes the contact the Clerk had with the Parish Council and Hawes 
regarding the cost and timing of this proposed work.  Hawes provided the Clerk with a figure of £495 plus VAT on 18  
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 June; the Clerk immediately sent the cost of the proposed work onto the council for consideration.  The majority of the 
council, having returned their comments on the initial cost, considered it high for the removal of dead branches.  

 The Chairman and Clerk discussed alternative options for dealing with the dead wood on 20 June, however, on 22 June 
the Clerk received a message to say Hawes would commence the work immediately.  The Clerk contacted Hawes 
explaining that she had not received any council agreement to the £495 plus VAT quote; Hawes subsequently replied on 
the same day and apologised for the confusion and revised the cost of the proposed work on 23 June.    

 The Clerk,confirmed the revised price of £295 plus VAT for this tree work, advised the council and awaited its decision. 

 The Clerk, fully aware of the protocols surrounding approval for spending public money and concerned that she might be 
seen as sanctioning urgent work without the council’s agreement, contacted Hawes in an attempt to halt their proposed 
tree work.    

 Hawes completed the work to the Poplar tree and sent the Parish Council an invoice for £354 – removal of dead wood 
from a Lombardy Poplar on 27 June 2016.  

 The Clerk drafted a letter (for the Chairman to send) to Hawes informing them of the council’s disappointment at their 
presumption of proceeding with this work without the council’s full agreement and assuming the Clerk could authorise 
this work.   

 Hawes replied on 30 July 2016 apologising for the misunderstanding of the situation and advised that they would not be 
presenting the Parish Council cheque for the Lombardy Poplar tree work carried out on 22 June 2016. 
   

 

Clerk ref: 

20 July 2016 Item 9e  
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Cheque No. 010467 

10. Planning Matters 

 

 
 a. 2/2016/1324/HOUSE ‘Littleport’, Main Street, Shroton DT11 8QD – to erect a single storey and one and half single   storey 
extensions and form chimney (demolish existing single storey extensions and conservatory). Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Mower 
completed observations and comments for the Parish Council.  b. 2/2016/1325/LBC Regulations 1990 ‘Littleport’, Main 
Street, Shroton DT11 8QD – Demolish existing single storey extensions and conservatory.  Erect single storey and one and 
half single storey extensions, install staircase, form chimney, re-render and carry out associated internal and external 
alterations. The Parish Council heard from Cllr Mower who had during the time of consultation with the village residents, 
reported that the majority of concerns regarding the proposed development at ’Littleport’ were regarding the impact on 
road traffic and safe access to Main Street.   
The council is in full agreement with this development and had no objections to the applications tabled. The Clerk returned 
the following message to NDDC Development Control (Eastern): ‘The Parish Council is in full agreement to this development 
and there are no objections to these applications; however during the period of observation and consultation residents (of 
the village and not just immediate neighbours) advised the council of their concerns regarding the access to Main Street 
during the proposed development.  The main thorough fare of the village is Main Street - this is an extremely congested 
roadway at all times and continually presents access problems for the residents living along this road with parked cars, 
difficult access by school and public bus services, delivery lorries for the ‘Cricketers’ public house and large vehicles delivering 
building materials to the Church Farm site.  The Parish Council requests that in the event of planning permission being given 
for this proposed development, that an undertaking is given by the applicant(s) and the selected developer(s) to ensure this 
road way is kept reasonably clear, be included in the conditions of the permission to ensure that the access through this main 
roadway remains not only workable but safe for the residents and services to the village’. 
  

 



 

 
 

 

632 

632 

11. Other Matters 

 
 

The Chairman broached the subject of a reasonable amount of time expected for councillors to return comments and 
observations to the Clerk for matters relating to the business of the Parish Council.  The Chairman stressed that the council 
was made up of volunteers who could not be expected to respond to information or council business as promptly as the 
Clerk.  The Chairman made reference to the Clerk’s preferred use of IPhone, tablet and MacBook in her role and for 
conducting council business and further remarked that some councillors did not use connectivity similar to  
this and nor should they be expected or obliged to do so as Pariah Councillors.  The Chairman is mindful that the Clerk needs 
the council to respond to her in her role and has urged the council to consider how future communication and contact with 
the Clerk might be improved or enhanced.    
The Clerk stated she did not feel supported by the Parish Council, and until the amount of contact with the council with 
information for its action and dissemination is agreed and formalised she currently considers unable and somewhat 
disadvantaged in fulfilling her role as an employee of the Parish Council. This matter will be taken at Matters Arising - Item 4 
point 7 on 16 November 2016. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk for agenda 
16 Nov 2016 

 
The Presiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:10 pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 16 November 2016 at 7:00 pm 

 

 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council  
 (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting)                
  
LK 26/10/16) 


