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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   16th September 2015   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 
 

Present:  Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Bird, Cllr Rees, Cllr Bennett and Cllr Mower  

  

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

District Councillor Jespersen  
 

2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15
th

 July 2015 having been previously circulated, were agreed; the presiding Chairman 
duly signed the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Bennett.     

    

 
 

3.   Declaration of  Interests 
 

No interests were declared.  
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  
a. The Clerk continues to await a response from DCC Highways for a meeting to determine the actual size of the 

drainage pipes serving the drain system from Autumn Cottage to Shroton Cross.  A previous discussion and meeting 
(March 2015) with DCC Highways indicated that the drainpipes might not be of a sufficient size to cope with the 
flood water coming off the fields adjacent to Courtney Close.   

b. The Clerk having researched the purchase of a new noticeboard specifically for Parish Council information is finding 
suppliers of the size required difficult.  Previous minutes 17/06/15 Item 4 d detail the rationale behind this proposed 
expense.  Clerk to provide an update for the October 2015 meeting. 

c. Cllr Hewitt advised the council that a tentative offer of match funding had been indicated by the Countryside Access 
Development Officer Dorset Countryside as an additional resource for the replacement stiles to gate project.   Cllr 
Hewitt asked the council if it would consider using an element of the INAZIN Community Grant to match the 
proposed offer from Dorset Countryside.  The Dorset Countryside organisation will require information similar to 
that prepared for the application made to the Dorset Community Foundation in April/May 2015 - local demand, local 
needs and the benefits for the wider community volunteer input. 

d. Cllr Bird advised the council that the hot air balloon enquiry on the Glebe had “gone away”.  The whole council, being 
in receipt of the Clerks email correspondence on this matter and the implications for such activities prompted a 
discussion on usage of the Glebe for community events, and assurances that organisers of such, were adequately 
insured, trained, risk assessed and had the permission of the Parish Council (the landowner) to carry 
out/operate/organise an event. Clerk to prepare guidelines for this purpose; with the matter to be further discussed.  
Cllr Hewitt took this opportunity to remind the council that no one individual councillor has the authority to make 
decisions for the whole council and matters like the enquiry for the hot air balloon should be discussed and decided 
upon in council. Independent decisions will not be acted upon as membership of the Parish Council is as a collective 
body for the community and Parish. 

 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Hewitt & Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

The September 2015 report from District Councillor Jespersen was circulated prior to the meeting. The Clerk has 
completed the process of the co-option of Mrs Dorothy Mower onto the Parish Council with NDDC.  Cllr Rees advised 
the council of his concerns for the structural condition of the Willow Tree specimen on the Glebe (immediately adjacent 
to his property) and asked the council what it intended to do about its size and condition; particularly the top most 
branches and whether it should be considered for remedial maintenance work by a qualified and competent tree surgeon.  
Cllr Hewitt instructed the Clerk to contact Mr Carter and obtain the date for a further review of the Glebe trees in light of 
the concerns expressed by Cllr Rees.  Cllr Rees was advised to talk to the Tree Officer at NDDC for further advice and 
guidance on this matter.  Cllr Mower described the condition of the water conduit (particularly the residents side) in Frog 
Lane and asked if the council should look into any remedial action; Cllr Bird commented that similar previous 
observations had met with little or no action from the Environment Agency and local landowner.  Cllr Mower advised to 
inform the Environment Agency (Blandford Forum) of her observations and to request any advice on potential action to 
be taken in the event of a “situation”.   The Clerk advised the council of the remedial work undertaken by Wessex Water 
at No 11 The Glebe, and had thanked Mrs Clare Amos (resident of the Glebe) for the update and her continued interest in 
the business of the Parish Council.  The Clerk further advised on the unsatisfactory and truculent liaison with the Dorset 
Waste Partnership concerning the removal and re-establishment of the waste paper bin at the Hellum Farmhouse Bus 
Stop, Shroton Cross.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk & Cllr Rees 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Mower 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

6.  Correspondence 

 

a. NDDC – North Dorset Local Plan – Part 1 Main Modification Consultation.  This document was circulated to the 
Parish Council during the end July – late August 2015.  The Clerk was instructed to return the Parish Council response 
of no comment at this time; two members of the council responded as individual consulters whilst having gauged the 
issues under consultation.  The Parish Council welcomed the opportunity to review the Inspectors findings in due 
course. 

b. NDDC – North Dorset Local Plan –Community Infrastructure Levy Consultation.  This document was circulated to 
the Parish Council during the end July – late August 2015.  The Clerk was instructed to return the Parish Council 
response of no comment at this time; and welcomed a further opportunity to review any future consultative 
documents. 

c. Miss Anthea Gibson Fleming informed the Clerk for the Parish Council, that due to her increasing professional 
commitments she would no longer be able to continue in her voluntary capacity as a member of the Parish Council.  
Clerk instructed to inform Democratic Services, NDDC of this resignation. 

 

 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
       

 

Cllr Hewitt is the Homewatch and Play Area representative for the Parish Council.  The Clerk was instructed to forward 
the 2015 Play Area Inspection Report to Cllr Mower for her information.  The Bark will be replaced once the harvest team 
have completed. 
Cllr Bennett is the Footpaths representative for the Parish Council – Clerk has provided the historical information files 
and notes on the Footpaths and Bridleways to Cllr Bennett since her time as Parish Clerk from 2007.  Cllr Mower reported 
the condition of the wooden gate at Oyles Mill – Clerk to advise the Parish Clerk at Iwerne Minster of this deterioration 
and unsafe wooden gate. 
Cllr Bird is the- DAPTC Northern Area representative and operates the Parish Council Website – no report at this time on 
the website.  Cllr Bennett to meet Cllr Bird to discuss operating protocols and content of the website.  Suggestion that a 
Play Area page be included on the website.  Cllr Bird to action. 
Cllr Rees is the PC representative on the Village Hall Committee.  The Fire Doors and Ladies Loo are to receive remedial 

 
 
Cllr Hewitt 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
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work in the near future and seasonal activities continue to be organised and promoted for community involvement. 
Parish Clerk co-ordinates Glebe matters for the Parish Council.  The inflicted TPO 533-2015 and the unprofessional and 
inappropriate observations made by the Chairman at the DCM 21

st
 July 2015 were discussed and recorded.  Cllr Bird 

advised the council that the NDDC Tree Officers’ Report was full of holes and contradicted findings on a number of 
occasions.  The Parish Council remains sceptical to the high weather aspects such large trees have on immediate Glebe 
surroundings and residents’ property adjacent to the location of the Lombardy Poplar trees. 

 

.   
8.  Parish Council Projects  
 
 
 

 

a.    Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman raised the matter of the NDP and asked District 
Councillor Jespersen to advise the council on the current impetus and potential impact this village might experience if 
such a document was not considered let alone produced.  Councillor Jespersen advised the council to  think extremely 
carefully about such a document and positively identify, just what, the Parish needed to address in a plan and whether 
the council were aware of planning or development issues.   Any involvement in producing such a plan would 
ultimately require concerted and whole community support of evidenced based and genuine local needs.  This matter 
can be revisited at any time, and the council are minded of the work being done by larger villages and towns in North 
Dorset.    

       All major decisions and project development actions are to be ratified as agenda items within the business of a    
Parish Council meeting. 

 

 
Please note: 
A representative 
from Iwerne 
Minster will join 
the PC on 21st 
October 2015 to 
inform on the 
way ahead by 
Iwerne Minster 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

 
a.    Chairman signed the Parish Council expenditure record up to 16 September 2015.  Retained with Clerk for Audit 

2015/2016 purposes. 
b.    Payment approved to DAPTC for Chairman’s Training Seminar 14th July 2015 £30 
c.     Discussion over the Parish Council Website host subscription paid by Cllr Bird electronically resulted in the Clerk 

explaining the rationale for invoices and adherence to Parish Council Financial Regulations when accounting for public 
money and a council’s responsibility for such.  Whilst the Clerk thanked Cllr Bird for his prompt action in paying the 
invoice charge electronically (PC Website under threat of immediate closure); he would now have to wait until 
October 2015 for the council to authorize repayment.  Clerk – Agenda item October 2015 Finance Matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Planning Matters 

 

a. Application No 2/2015/0928/LBC 23 Frog Lane – to replace in West elevation and replace windows in North 
elevation.  Cllr Hewitt completed this application out of council on 3 August 2015.  Parish Council recorded no 
comments, observations or objections to this application. 

b. Application No 2/2015/1213/House The Old School Cottage, Fairfield Road – to construct new vehicular access – 
Application subsequently withdrawn. 

c. Application No 2/2015/1283/House The Old School Cottage, Fairfield Road – to erect garage incorporating shed and 
log store.  Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Bennett to completed observations and comments for the Parish Council.  It was noted 
that an established Beech Hedge had been reduced by 3 metres (total) to form a larger entry/egress for the property 
and the layby was not the private property of Courtney Cottage/Old School Cottage (minutes November 2009 refer). 
Cllr Rees informed the council that the developers of the property had gone out of their way to advise and involve the      
village community of their sympathetic development plans and at this stage of the development, the Parish Council 
might or could be seen as being unnecessarily obstructive and unreasonable in providing NDDC Development Control 
with the observations made by Cllr Hewitt and Cllr Bennett.  Cllr Hewitt reminded the Parish Council that the 
feedback i.e. observations and comments were a very necessary part of the local government planning and  
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development remit given to Parish Councils for entire communities and local Parishes.  The Clerk was instructed to 
return the response of No Comments for this application with the note of the Beech Hedge removal and lay-by 
discussions and information from November 2009. 
Consultation No 2/2015/1356/Tree 7 The Glebe – T1 & T2 Willow re-pollard as tree management. 

 

 
Clerk 

11. Other Matters 

 

a. A representative from the Iwerne Minster Parish Council will visit the Parish Council meeting 21
st

 October 2015 to 
inform and advise on the development of the Iwerne Minster Neighbourhood Development Plan.  This will be the 
first business of the council at Matters Arising. 

b. All members of the Parish Council now in possession of the July 2015 Standing Orders.  Clerk to recover Standing 
Orders and the “Good Councillors Guide from Miss Gibson Fleming. 

 

 
 

 
 The Presiding Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:05 pm.  
 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 21 October 2015 at 7:00 pm      
 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council  
 (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 
 
 LK 22/09/15 


