
 

 

                       Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

          Held on Wednesday 22nd May 2013 
           Shroton Village Hall on at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1.  
1.  Present:      Parish Councillors  Mr J Gibson Fleming (Chair), Mr R Scoones (Vice Chair), Mrs J Hewitt,  

Mr D Potts, Mrs K Vincent and Mr T Pitcher.    
5 residents of the Parish attended the meeting.  
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open. 
 

2. Apologies:  were received from Councillor Bird, Councillor Perrett, County Councillor Campbell, and District 
Councillor Jesperson.    

 
3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on June 2012 had been circulated and made available for the Parish 

prior to the meeting. The minutes, as a true record of the meeting and were signed and dated by the 
Chairman.  

 
4.  The Chairman’s Summary was presented to the assembled Parish community. The purpose of the 

Chairman’s Annual Report is to review the Parish Council Business which has taken place over the previous 
12 months and to highlight the major issues, with some editorial input, as to what your Parish Council has 
done and will do in the future.  Each year an Annual Parish Meeting is held at which residents can air issues 
and ask the Parish Council to investigate certain matters which are of concern. Although the event is NOT a 
formal Parish Council meeting it is facilitated by the Parish Council for the benefit of the community.  

The Parish Meeting is governed by specific legislation under Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
The meeting is an opportunity to discuss ‘parish affairs’; it is not an opportunity for electors to make 
complaints about the Parish Council.  

Separate minutes must be kept which are then approved at the next Parish Meeting, which is sometimes a 
whole year on. As the event is only held once a year the DRAFT Minutes of the most recent meeting will be 
placed here pending their formal agreement at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 

It is worth reiterating that your Parish Council focuses on its responsibility of representing the parish’s 
interest to the local authorities, as well as to offer leadership and co-ordination for the matters of State in 
this parish.  These matters include managing assets and property that belong to the Parish, i.e. benches, 
notice boards, bus shelter, the play area, the Glebe and the Jubilee Bridge; as well as being the point of 
contact for parishioners individually or as a group to ask for representation or co-ordination over the use of 
village facilities, public spaces and areas of open access. 

This at times requires making observations and forming opinions on planning applications, assessing and 
consulting on requirements for local services, communications and facilities.  It is also this Parish Council’s 
ambition to provide the impetus to create a community keep an eye or assess where it can facilitate, pump 
prime or coerce things to happen in the future, which are of benefit to our parishioners.   

 

The Annual parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parish electorate. 
It is not a Parish Council Meeting. 

The Parish Council Chairman calls and Chairs the meeting. 
There is no prescribed format for this meeting and its recommendations are not 

binding on the Parish Council. 
 



 

 

a. The Jubilee Bridge  

 The Chairman described the potential for the construction of a mono-span oak bridge as the 
replacement bridge for the Glebe at the APM Open Forum in June 2012.  The construction of 
this bridge would enhance this location, but would also present the community with a unique 
opportunity for the community to mark the forthcoming Jubilee Celebrations. 

 A Jubilee Bridge sub-committee was formed to determine the size, materials and location of 
the proposed bridge.  The bridge was funded by private donations and sponsorship.   

 The Jubilee Bridge was completed a week before the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 

 Mr Denis Carpenter (a former Parish Councillor) had taken on the research to find a suitable 
plaque to commemorate the success at the construction and funding of the Jubilee Bridge. 

b. The Glebe Management  

 Mowing and maintenance matters were concluded and the arrangements for regular cutting   
are now in place. 

 Management of the trees on the Glebe falls to the Parish Council, and as such a Tree Policy 
(June 2012) was ratified by the Parish Council Meeting in July 2013.   

 Cllr Dave Potts was appointed the Glebe Supervisor. 

 Cllr Bird suggested that a corner of the Glebe be used as a Petanque Court. 

                c. Village Traffic and Speed Limit 

 The Chairman reminded the audience that the village remains on the DCC Traffic Engineering 
List for introducing a speed limit within the village, as traffic calming and road safety remain on 
the Parish Council’s agenda.  

 Cllr Robin Scoones and Cllr Judith Hewitt devised a traffic and speed consultation document 
for the Parish.  The results of this village consultation and recommendations together with the 
DCC analysis of traffic calming and safety measures were subsequently forwarded to the DCC 
Traffic Engineering and Traffic Management Departments.   

 The Parish Council recorded the position on the 2013/2014 Highways Programme.  

d. The Neighbourhood Development Plan   

 The Chairman advised the audience that the Parish Council has begun research into the 
options for a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and the need to be proactive in co-
ordinating inclusion and involvement from within he Parish.   

 It is envisaged that a NDP provided comprehensive information on how a neighbourhood plan 
could benefit the community by defining housing issues, identifying transport options and by 
providing opportunities for communities to influence and determine future development. The 
Chairman anticipated that a sub committee may be formed to address potential participation 
in a neighbourhood plan and that the parish council should form a firm opinion as to the value 
of such participation before any community involvement. 

 e. Parish Council Website 

 The Parish Council was minded to research the viability of having a website. 

 The Chairman advised the council that his initial conversation with “Christinct Designs” of Child 
Okeford was encouraging and further agreed to produce a short paper concerning the Parish 
Council website for future discussion. 

  

 



 

 

 

6.  Planning Matters 

Planning is normally a subject that attracts the most attention and emotion within a village.  Localism is the 
new buzz word and this will include a significant change in style and form of planning policy and delivery.  
Your Parish Council has heard very few significant planning applications in the past twelve months; this is a 
marked reduction in number due to the existing development policies.   

However, the Church Farm development continues to be an on-going issue.  The development of the lower 
site and the restoration of the Tithe Barn continue to be at the nub of the conditions being put in place for 
this development.  The planning applications and enforcement notices for the Deer Farm site in Farrington 
continue to be devised; particularly the unlawful building over and above permitted development 
guidelines and the owners continued lack of compliance.  The Solar Farm Development at Park Farm has 
made a significant impact on the surrounding country side, and has shocked some residents.  The Parish 
Council supported the application for the development of the Solar Farm.  St Mary’s Church in Shroton has 
completed a sizeable “re-ordering project”.  This work has involved much dedicated and focussed 
community involvement and support, the new internal layout with its new facilities has greatly added to the 
varied uses of the Church within the community. 

 7.  Financial Matters 

Your Parish Council sets the Parish Precept which forms a part Council Tax Bill.  We continue to operate on 
a tight budget, and we remain in the bottom quartile per capita of precept of all the villages in North Dorset 
District Council.  Parish Council has set the Precept at £5,691. The funds carried forward from last year 
include a reserve for the management of the Glebe and a contingency fund of £2,500.  

A community grant from INAZIN (Project Manager) on completion and successful commissioning of the 
Solar Farm Project at Park Farm can be anticipated later in the year.  Parish Council Minute 19 September 
2012 Item 11 c and 21 November 2012 Item 11 b refer. 

8.   Parish Council Members 

There have been some changes in the constitution of the Parish Council;  Cllr Jim Bird joined the Parish 
Council as a co-opted member in July 2012 – this gives the Parish Council its full complement of councillors. 

Your Parish Councillors have done much this last year and I thank them all for their good work and support.  
We are also most ably served at County and District Council level by Deborah Croney, as well as having 
Sherry Jespersen at District Council level.  Both of these ladies have always been readily available for help, 
advice and support.   

There being no other matters for discussion the Chairman thanked the residents for their attendance and 
the meeting was declared closed at 7:50 pm. 

Signed ………………………………………………..    Date ………………………………… 
 
Chairman Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
 
Lizzie Kingsbury Parish Clerk 07/06/13  


