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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
Date:   20th

 
 November 2013   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 

Present:  James Gibson Fleming, Kirsten Vincent, Dave Potts, Robin Scoones and Judith Hewitt  
 Jill Sutcliff and Alison Jeffery were in attendance as prospective Parish Councillors.  
 County Councillor Croney, Mike Jones (Chairman of the Village Hall Committee) and Mike Scott residents of the village were also present 
 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 
 

 
Councillors Perrett and Bird.  

 

  

2.  Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th

   

 October 2013 having been previously circulated, were agreed, The 
minutes were duly signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Potts and seconded by Cllr Vincent. 

 

3.   Declaration of  
Interests 

 

   No interests were declared. 
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  

a. Cllr Hewitt and Jill Sutcliffe attended a Dorset Police briefing sessions relating the closure of certain 
offices in county.  Cllr Hewitt urged the council to participate in the on-line consultation as the Dorset 
Police Force is keen that communities respond to the proposals and are keen to receive any proposals 
from community groups who can offer alternative methods of interaction which would have potential 
benefits to Police, partners and the wider community.   

b. Purchase of the village hall tables by the Parish Council.  The Clerk explained that a local council cannot 
use its right to a refund of VAT to benefit other bodies by acting as their agent.  It is thus an unlawful 
evasion of VAT for a council to purchase something on behalf of a charitable village hall committee, 
claim the VAT and obtain reimbursement from the committee (whether before or after the purchase). 
The Chairman discussed the option for the council to purchase the tables and then gift the tables to the 
village hall committee, using a portion of the community grant made available to the council by INAZIN 
on the construction of the solar plant at Park Farm, Shroton.  This request is for 14 folding tables and a 
table trolley at a cost of £1,891.00.  The council agreed to purchase the tables and gift them to the 
village hall committee.  Proposed by Cllr Hewitt, seconded by Cllr Scoones and agreed unanimously by 
the council.   

 
Clerk Shroton 
Lines  Dec 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to action 
with Village Hall 
Committee 
 
 

  5. Democratic Period 
with 

         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. The Chairman discussed the offer from the Chesterton Humberts representative to meet the council to 
discuss Neighbourhood Planning issues, and asked District Councillor Croney if her offer of assisting the 
council with this matter was still available. Clerk requested to contact the council, Cllrs  
Croney and Jespersen and the representative from Chesterton Humberts to gauge their availability for a 

 

Clerk to contact 
all interested 
parties for  
availability in 
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meeting out of council in January 2014. 
b. The Chairman asked County Cllr Croney if she had any comments concerning the offer by Chesterton 

Humberts to assist the council with its potential preparations for devising a neighbourhood plan.  Cllr 
Croney remains cautious about the involvement of Chesterton Humberts in this process.  The Chairman 
asked Cllr Croney if her offer to talk to the council was still available and whether both she and Cllr 
Jesperson would be available for a meeting in January 2014 to begin the discussions of a 
Neighbourhood Plan.   

c. The Chairman enquired the current situation with regard to the investigation work at Dinah’s Hollow,   
Melbury Abbas to which Cllr Croney advised of the soil sample tests, the topographical survey, and the 
production of geotechnical drawings during the investigation of soil erosion.    

d. Cllr Croney advised the council of the current situation of the bus services review and the findings of the 
Boundary Commissions review in determining changes in local wards. Cllr Hewitt asked Cllr Croney 
about the 'rumour' that the new bus service would bypass Shroton completely, due to the congestion 
and continuing difficulties bus drivers have passing parked cars close to “Littleport Cottage” on Main 
Street.  Cllr Croney agreed to investigate this issue and report back to the council.         

 

January 2014 
 
PC to identify 
availability in 
January 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Croney 

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

 

a. NDDC – Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Casual Vacancy – Notice for Co-option.  The 
Chairman advised the council of the content of this letter and stated how well the applications from Jill 
Sutcliffe and Alison Jeffery had been received.   Jill Sutcliffe and Alison Jeffery were duly co-opted as 
members of the Parish Council, proposed by Cllr Hewitt, seconded by Cllr Scoones and agreed 
unanimously by the council.  Clerk requested to process the Declaration of Office, record of member’s 
interest and issue a copy of the council’s Code of Conduct.  

b.   Letter from the War Memorials Trust promoting their services to the council.  Cllr Jeffery offered to 
inspect the condition of the War Memorial, noting its condition and determining whether the memorial 
is registered with War Memorials Trust.  Cllr Jeffery to report her findings at the next council meeting. 

c. NDDC Sexual Entertainment Venue Policy – new policy consultation in circulation.  No comments from 
this council.  

d.  Local Government Boundary Commission – draft recommendations on new electoral arrangements in 
circulation.  The Chairman stated that he considered himself unqualified to respond on this matter; Cllr 
Croney and Cllr Jesperson have differing views on this developing process.  The council does not wish to 
further involve itself with this debate or process. 

 

 
 
Clerk to action 
 
 
 
Cllr Jeffery 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
 

 

Cllr Hewitt – Village Hall and Footpaths advised the council on the importance of completing the survey 
relating to the proposed closure of police offices in the district and refuting the crime statistics provided at a 
recent community meeting and advised the council on the rise of petty crime in the area; stating the recent 
spate of flat tyres as an example.  There was no Footpaths report for this meeting. 
Cllr Vincent with Cllr Potts – Play Area advised the council that posts were awaited to replace those 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Vincent with 
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identified in a previous report.  The Clerk asked for a record of these minor works for the minute record and 
the council Play Area File.  
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area – nothing to report. 
 

 
Cllr Potts - Glebe Supervisor requested contact details for the submission of an application to remove a tree 
on the Glebe.  Parish Clerk’s address to be used in this instance.  Cllr Potts advised the council that the next 
professional external inspection of the Glebe trees is due in June 2016 and submitted the October invoice for 
Glebe grass cutting payment £80.  Strimming of the grass edges not covered by the grass cutter are 
completed by self- help and regular inspections of the trees and Jubilee Bridge are on-going. 
Cllr Scoones - Account Supervisor - no report required at this time. 
  

Cllr Potts  
 
 
 
 
Cllr Potts for 
NDDC 
Clerk to diary 
June 2016 
 

.   
8.  Parish Council 

Projects  
 
All major decisions  
and project development 
actions are to be ratified 
as agenda items within 
the business of a Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 

a.   Neighbourhood Development Plan – The Chairman requested the Clerk to re-contact Chesterton 
Humberts (Salisbury) in order to visit the council to discuss aspects of neighbourhood planning with the 
council together with Cllrs Croney and Jesperson at a date and time to be scheduled for January 2014.  
The Chairman proposed the council meet at an informal session at Ranston House in January 2014.   

b.   The North Dorset Local Plan formerly known as the New Plan for North Dorset -  The Clerk had just 
received the accompanying letters to the paper copy of the pre-submission document of the Local Plan 
immediately prior to the meeting and apologised for its inclusion at this stage.  The document is a 
weighty tome – a 15 year plan setting out the strategic planning policies for the District up to 2026 to 
guide the proposed development of housing, associated employment, community facilities and 
infrastructure.  The Clerk will identify aspects of the document that are relevant to the community; the 
council can access www.dorsetforyou.com/planning/north-dorset/planning-policy for immediate review. 

       The deadline for representations is 24th

c.   Parish Council Website – Cllr Bird  and Chris Juett (CJ) continue to populate the site with information, 
contacts and details of village organisations and businesses. Cllr Bird has co-ordinated the inclusion of 
photographs of the village onto the website gallery and Cllr Hewitt is writing a short history of the village 
as an introductory page to the website.  

 January 2014 and the Clerk has ensured this information will be 
included in the December edition of the Shroton Lines. 

www.shroton.org  
      The Clerk has been requested to obtain from CJ his current design/implementation costs for the next 

council meeting.   
        A decision on how the council proceeds with the development and potential commissioning of this              

website will be taken after the prototype website has been evaluated by all members of the council.  A 
full cost of purchase and maintenance of the website will be presented as an agenda item at a future 
meeting.  The Chairman has agreed to underwrite the initial conceptual work of this website and further 
encouraged the council to review the work recently undertaken to establish the council website.  

d. “Getting things done 2014”  The Chairman suggested another meeting be held in March 2014 to review 
Parish Council projects to date and to identify a programme of deserving projects  for the coming year.   
This meeting would not convene until the Neighbourhood Development Plan meeting  expected in  

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
Clerk 
Cllr Hewitt 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Parish Council 
For December 
2013 meeting 
 
Clerk to diary for 

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/planning/north-dorset/planning-policy�
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January 2014 had taken place.  March 2014 
 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

 

a.   Payment approved to Iwerne Minster Garden Services for Glebe grass cutting October 2013 £80. 
b.   Payment approved to Jim Bird for materials purchased to relocate the Cross Bus Stop £79:20.  Items a & b 

proposed by Cllr Potts and seconded by Cllr Vincent. 
c.   The Annual Return was presented to the PC now that audit opinion has been given for the 2012 – 2013 

Annual Audit.  There were no requirements for remedial action by the Responsible Financial Officer or 
notes accompanying the return of the Audit Form from the audit body.  The PC approved and accepted 
the Annual Return for 2012/2013.  

d. Cllr Hewitt advised the council that she would be applying to English Heritage in April 2014 for  funding for 
an information sign to be placed on Hambledon Hill during 2014. 

 

 

 

Clerk  

 

 10. Planning Matters 
 

a. Church Farm Development (the Tithe Barn) Planning Application 2/2012/0361/PLNG Church Farm, 
Shroton. Following up Cllr Bird’s report (Oct 2013) to the council regarding the concerns of residents 
living at the Church Farm Development.  The Clerk contacted the Planning Officer 4 times to discuss the 
current situation as the residents are becoming anxious and uneasy about the external appearance of the 
Tithe Barn, particularly the torn and weathered tarpaulin attached to the roof of the Tithe Barn.  The 
Clerk spoke to the Planning Officer at NDDC to determine the situation regarding the S106 Agreement as 
end dated 31 December 2013 and to obtain a current report on development at this site.  NDDC 
confirmed that there was a legal issue holding up the completion of the S106 Agreement which has to be 
entered into by all interested parties in order for planning permission to be granted before funding and 
contractor issues are addressed.  The developer has asked for an extension to the deadlines for 
completing the work to the barn of 4 months to Spring 2014. 

      The council is reminded that this situation relates to the amended planning application (05/10/12) for 3 
dwellings and 6 parking spaces.  The PC objected to this application and instructed the Clerk to return the 
PC’ response and reasons for objecting; the Clerk’s letter 17th October 2012 refers.  

      The Clerk is further instructed to convey to the Planning Officer and the relevant HSE officer, the council’s 
concerns over the shredding plastic sheeting, the condition of the long term erected scaffolding and any 
protection afforded to the vulnerable Tithe Barn building in extreme weather conditions.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Other Matters 
 

a. Cllr Hewitt wished to have clarified the need to buy 1 tonne of rock salt and have it stored at Ranston 
Farm.  The Chairman explained the exigencies preparation for the forecast weather and the assistance 
of the council and Ranston Estate working to keep the local roads clear and safe. 

 

 
 
 

 

 The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8: 07 pm.                  LK 26/11/13   

 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 18th

 

 December 2013 at 7:00pm                  



519 

 
 
 

 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 
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