
523 

 
 
 

Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 
Date:   15th

 
 January 2014   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 

Present:  James Gibson Fleming, Kirsten Vincent, Robin Scoones, Judith Hewitt, Jill Sutcliff, Alison Jeffery, Dave Potts and Jim Bird  
 
3 Village residents joined the meeting during the Parish Council Projects discussion at Item 8  
 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 
 

 
County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen   

 

  

2.  Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th

   

 December 2013 having been previously circulated, were agreed, 
the minutes were duly signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Scoones and seconded by Cllr 
Vincent. 

 

3.   Declaration of  
Interests 

 

   Cllr Gibson Fleming declared an interest in Item 10b 
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  

a. Parish Council  Website progress was taken at Item 8d 
b. The Glebe Tree application was taken at item 7d  
c. Clerk – Public Rights of Way - The Cricketers.  Following Cllr Hewitt’s report in December 2013, and the 

Clerk’s contact with Graham Stanley, Senior Ranger north, a visit is being arranged for the ranger to 
view the Public Right of Way at the Cricketers and the proposed site of the community garden project.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Hewitt 

  5. Democratic Period 
with 

         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. Monthly reports from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen were circulated to the 
council prior to the meeting. 

b. Cllr Sutcliff asked why the noticeboard at the Old Post Office was not used and why were all the 
noticeboards in the middle of the village.  Clerk advised of the danger and difficulty when putting up 
notices on the Old Post Office noticeboard (evening/night time during dog walk).  Cllr Sutcliff to 
review/research details of notice boards.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Sutcliff 
 

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

 

a. NDDC - Estimate of Expenditure for 2014/2015 – Band D figures for precept estimation was taken at 
Item 9a. 

b. DCC – Mineral Sites Plan and Waste Plan consultation arrangements.  The Clerk suggested that the 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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council receive future notification of the content of the consultation documents electronically to save 
waste and unnecessary printing.  

c.   DCC – Formal notice received to the Change to the Definitive Map and Statement Iwerne Stepleton 
Bridleway No 9 Stepleton Lodge via Smugglers Lane to the Parish boundary at Beckford Lodge.     

 

 
PC file and 
Website 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
 

 

Cllr Hewitt – Homewatch, Village Hall and Footpaths - advised the council that the village Pantomime was 
a tremendous success, that the Burns Night Dinner was the next social event in the hall that additional blinds 
had been purchased and an electrical inspection of the hall was imminent.  
Cllr Vincent with Cllr Potts – Play Area The council was advised that the replacement posts for the central 
climbing frame were awaited.  
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area – Agenda, previous minutes and meeting papers were sent to the council in 
email round-up 10/01/14. 
Cllr Potts - Glebe Supervisor – advised the council that the initial application had been mislaid at NDDC.  A 
further application was submitted on 15th

Cllr Scoones - Account Supervisor - no report required at this time. 

 January 2014 for the removal of the Chestnut tree on the Glebe 
beside the Play Area.  Cllr Potts advised the council that the trees on the Glebe and the Jubilee Bridge were 
in sound condition after the recent storms.  

  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Vincent 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Potts 
 
 

.   
8.  Parish Council 

Projects  
 
All major decisions  
and project development 
actions are to be ratified 
as agenda items within 
the business of a Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Flooding Discussion was taken out of Council – The Chairman opened up the discussion by reminding 
the council and members of the public present, how capital for the construction and maintenance of flood 
ditches; road drains and water systems had been eroded by County and local District budget constraints and 
that the recent weather has been extreme leaving land saturated and liable to further flooding.  The recent 
Environment Agency Flood Questionnaire, completed by the council (Oct 2013) was vague –not entirely 
focussed on immediate local needs – and not particularly detailed or relevant to this community.  The 
Chairman encouraged the council to discuss specific incidents as experienced by residents with a view to 
identify how aspects of immediate flooding could be addressed, but reminded those present that the Parish 
Council was not a flooding authority and any major flood defence work would have to be properly lobbied for 
at a county level . The council agreed to co-ordinate a meeting to look at a community self-help aspect. 
Subsequent Minute - The Chairman, allowed members of the public who had arrived after the Democratic 
Period, the opportunity to join the flooding discussion.  Mr Mike Scott advised the council that over recent 
week’s members of the community had come together to work through some of the immediate flooding 
issues that have affected local residents and mooted the need to identify and co-ordinate an effective self 
help response to future situations.  Mr Scott applauded the highly efficient response by DCC Highways to 
recent urgent incidents; but advocated how crucial it was for all residents to report incidents of flooding to 
the Dorset for You site.  Reports of drains being blocked, sewage backing up and vulnerable residents unable 
to cope with the situation were also highlighted. The Chairman urged any reports of sewage problems to be 
reported to Wessex Water immediately and the need for the community to identify legitimate problems as a 
priority for the self help initiative.  Mr (Tadpoles) advised the council that he had contacted DCC Highways 

 
 
Clerk to contact 
CC Croney & the 
Emergency 
Planning 
Organisation for 
Community 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



525 

 
 
 

several times to report the large amounts of water on Frog Lane and the imminent deluge at his residence. 
The Parish Council went back into Council for the next items: 
a.   Neighbourhood Development Plan – The Chairman has agreed to host an informal meeting at Ranston 

House on 27th

b.   New Plan for North Dorset - The Clerk instructed to return the collective response from the council – 
that it did not wish to submit any representations or comment on the preparation or content of the North 
Dorset Local Plan 2011 – 2026 Part 1 at this time. 

 January 2014 to discuss the Neighbourhood Development Plan. The Parish Council, County 
Councillor Croney, District Councillor Jespersen and Mr Colin Tebb of Chesterton Humberts will be in 
attendance.   

c.   Parish Council Website – Cllr Bird advised the council that the website was virtually ready. The council 
were further encouraged to look at the site; discussion around advertising local businesses, provision of 
“noticeboard” for information for new residents, access to local government/services consultation pages 
and buying advertising space need to be formalised.  The Clerk enquired if Cllr Bird had the 
domain/protocol ownership of this website for the council secured. 

d.   “Getting things Done 2014”  The Chairman suggested another meeting be held in March 2014 to review    
Parish Council projects to date and to identify a programme of deserving projects for the coming year.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
 
Clerk – date for 
meeting after 
Feb PC meeting 
 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

 

a. To consider and discuss the second draft precept budget estimation for 2014/2015.  The Parish Council 
considered again, the following points when discussing the draft estimate of the Precept 2014 – 2015:   

• The HMRC (Employers NI) figure as Nil – the Clerk’s Salary is below national minimum based 
on the NALC scales and HMRC calculations when submitting PAYE “real time” summaries. 

• The inclusion of £70 for subscription to SLCC. 
• The reduction in the charge of the annual audit fee to £100 based on the Audit Commission 

scale of fees to 2016/2017. 
• The increase of training funds to £150; to consider the training for two recently co-opted 

councillors. The increase to £700 for play area maintenance – to include replacement bark, 
safety inspection fee, running maintenance and refurbishment costs. 

• The Glebe maintenance remains at £1000 – estimated expenditure of £720 by the end of the 
FY for 9 cuts. 

• No village projects costs identified for 2014/15 at this time.  Meeting to determine council 
projects to be held in March 2014. 

• The inclusion of £120 for website maintenance and running costs. 
• The inclusion of £250 for the Cross Bus Stop project 

 It was agreed that in principle the PC would continue to accumulate any surpluses as reserves which 
would not be used to subsidise the precept in any one year. The Parish Council instructed the Clerk to 
complete the NDDC Estimate of Expenditure forms for 2014/2015 and submit the requirement of £5632 
for the Precept upon rating Authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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b.   To consider payment for materials in connection with on-going Play Area maintenance £45 (Cllr Potts) 
 
 
c. To consider payment for the design and conceptual work of the PC website £250 (Mr. C Juett) 
d. To consider payment for the 1 tonne of rock salt (ordered in October 2013) £66 (DCC) 
 
Items 9 b – d were proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Vincent. 
           

 

 10. Planning Matters 

 

Cllr Gibson Fleming left 
the meeting – Cllr 
Scoones assumed the 
role of Chair for the 
remainder of the 
meeting 

 
a. 2/2013/1267/PLNG 2 Old Mill Cottages, Main Street, Shroton 

Proposal: To erect two storey rear extension – Cllr Vincent completed the observations and comments 
for the Parish Council prior to response to NDDC Development Control South Area Team. No objections 
to this application. 

b. 2/2013/1320/PLNG Land at E:386350 N:113299 A350, Iwerne Courtney 
Proposal: Form agricultural access (part retrospective) – Cllr Potts completed the observations and 
comments for the Parish Council prior to response to NDDC Development Control (R de FF).  No 
objections.  The Clerk was instructed to write to NDDC regarding the destruction of the ancient 
hedgerow during this work and the process by which this application is to be considered as part-
retrospective; the Parish Council consider this as irregular.   

 
 
 
Clerk – reply 
form 
 
 
Clerk - reply 
form and letter 
 
 
 

11. Other Matters 
 

Cllr Hewitt requested the Clerk to contact County Councillor Croney to further determine the situation 
regarding the Saturday bus route status. 
 

 
Clerk 

 

 The Vice Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8: 50 pm.                  LK 13/02/14   

 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 19th

 

 February 2014 at 7:00pm                  

 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 
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