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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
 

Date:   16th April 2014   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 
 

Present:  James Gibson Fleming, Kirsten Vincent, Jill Sutcliff, Alison Jeffery, and Jim Bird  
 District Councillor Jespersen was in attendance 
 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 

 

 

Cllrs Hewitt, Scoones, Potts and County Councillor Croney.   
 

  

2.   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19
th

 March 2014 having been previously circulated, were agreed, the minutes were 
duly signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Sutcliff and seconded by Cllr Jeffery.  Cllr Vincent requested 
the minute action column on page 529 be amended by the Clerk - removing her name from the actions regarding the 
replacement of the bark for the Play Area. 

 

Clerk 

3.   Declaration of  Interests 
 

 No interests declared for this meeting. 
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  
a. Cllr Sutcliffe – reported the noticeboard information poster had been completed and is on display, although not 

entirely to her satisfaction; Cllr Bird offered to assist with the enhancement of this information poster. 
b. The Clerk reported: 

 The Annual Return is required for inspection by 14th July 2014 and has requested the council consider the 
review of the council’s Risk Assessment document and scrutinise the draft End of Year Accounts prior to  May 
2014 meeting.  Chairman to approach Mr John Simmons to act as the council’s Internal Auditor.  Annual 
Returns may cease to be required by 2017. 

 Parish Council Insurance Renewal is due on 1st June 2014. The Clerk has received two quotations and is 
awaiting a further quotation for the council to discuss at the May 2014 meeting. 

 Gardening services for the The Glebe have been researched; the Clerk is waiting on responses from other 
local contractors including the operative previously charged with the grass cutting of the Glebe.  This item was 
further discussed at Agenda Item 7d. 

 
Cllr Bird 
 
 
 
Parish Council 
Chairman 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

  5. Democratic Period with 
         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. Monthly reports from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen were circulated to the council prior 
to the meeting. 

b. Cllr Jespersen talked the council through her report, emphasing the work currently being co-ordinated by DCC Road 
Engineers at Dinah’s Hollow and the road closure measures being supported by Dorset Police.  The First World will 
be marked in North Dorset through a series War Projects and urged the council to promote and contribute to this 
project.  The Flood Grant information had been circulated to the council and is on the community website.  

c. Cllr Hewitt requested her proposals were read to the council by the Clerk –  
1. that the Parish Council fund or part fund two initiatives; namely a noticeboard to be situated at the top of 

 
 
 
 
Chairman  
for Mr N Bate 
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Hambledon Hill by the Trig Point, providing information about the area and the importance of the 
archaeological excavations and their findings by Professor Roger Mercer.  Cost approximately £1,500, but this 
figure is dependent on the success of grant applications. 

2. That, the Parish Council supports her grant application to Spectrum Housing for the on-going maintenance 
costs of the wildflower garden, which would include information about the wildflowers and be dedicated to 
mark the Great War.  The Chairman asked if Cllr Hewitt was requesting funding from the council; the Clerk 
advised the council that Cllr Hewitt required the support and agreement of the council in these current 
fundraising efforts which were confirmed.    

d.   Cllr Bird advised the council of the suggestion for a gravel Petanque Court on the Glebe.  The Chairman requested 
this matter to be put onto the May 2014 agenda for further discussion with details of the proposal tabled by J Bird in 
advance. 

e.   The Chairman advised the council that in his opinion the request for a 30 mph Speed Limit in the village is pointless, 
a complete waste of Tax Payers money and would despoil the uncluttered look of the village main street; he would 
be strongly opposing any introduction of such a measure.  It should be noted that the council voted with a 5 to 2 
majority for this measure in March 2014 and the Clerk was subsequently instructed to inform County Councillor 
Croney of this decision.  Cllr Bird asked if the council could review  this recent decision; a point taken up by Cllr 
Jespersen who suggested that the matter should be included in any future work the council are minded to 
undertake when writing a Neighbourhood Development Plan. To be discussed at the next meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Hewitt for 
May 2014 meeting 
 
 
Clerk May 2014 
J Bird 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk May 2014 

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

 
a. Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of North Dorset Final Recommendations.  
b. Mr Scott has replied to the Clerk’s letter regarding the council’s concern of the condition and integrity of the 

surrounding wall at Hellum Farmhouse, by the Millennium Cross.  Mr Scott is obtaining professional technical advice 
to determine effective repairs for this section of his wall. 

 

 

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
 

 
Cllr Hewitt – Homewatch, Village Hall and Footpaths – No report for this meeting. 
Cllr Vincent – Play Area – on-going monthly checks and the area has recently been strummed. Clerk requested to 
identify the supplier of replacement bark now required for the play area.  Clerk to advise Cllr Hewitt for the Chairman of 
this supplier. 
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area – Cllr Tony Gibb has resigned as the Parish Clerk of Iwerne minster and the DAPTC 
Northern Area Chairman.  A search for his replacement is underway.  
Cllr Potts - Glebe Supervisor – The Chairman explained the current situation of the Glebe grass cutting and 
intervention work recently undertaken by the Ranston Estate.  The council further discussed the contract for this 
work and ratified that the work would consist of 15 cuts at a fixed price with the option of going to 20 cuts if this 
was required by the council.  Proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Jeffrey and agreed unanimously by the 
council. The Clerk advised the council that she had spoken to the operative previously charged with grass cutting and 
had asked to quote for 12 cuts  (May to November 2014) and what would be charged for any additional authorised 
cutting to see the Glebe grass cared for in 2014.  The Chairman advised the council of the work done by the Clerk for 
preparing a proper contract, with method statement, risk assessment and insurance details.  Cllr Bird volunteered to be 
the lead councillor with Glebe responsibilities. 
Cllr Scoones – Account Supervisor – No report for this meeting.   
  

 
 
Clerk 
Cllr Hewitt 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk for May 2014 
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.   
8.  Parish Council Projects  
 
All major decisions  
and project development 
actions are to be ratified 
as agenda items within 
the business of a Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 
 

 
a.   Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – The Chairman summarised that the recent sub-committee meeting 

had concluded that we should go forward with NDP and asked the council to comment; the consensus was that it 
had merits and that the council are strongly minded to go forward with this work.  A further meeting was suggested, 
this time the council would be joined by the nominated officer from NDDC and key issues identified, from which the 
formulation of ideas and concepts could be agreed.  This process would then be properly conceived, designed and 
promoted for presentation to the village and Parish.  The Chairman emphasised the need for this to be a whole 
community project and championed membership of the working party being made up of local people and possibly 
chaired by a member of the village.  Cllr Jespersen agreed to contact the NDDC officer and assist with the initiative 
by providing the Chairman with contact details for the Chairman of the working party at Shillingstone.  The 
Chairman suggested the council might want to look at the work of the Cerne Abbas Plan, which is similar in size to 
this village.     

b.   Parish Council Website – Cllr Bird advised the council that he had the domain/protocol ownership of this website.  
The Clerk will add the website to the Parish Council Asset Register.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Jespersen 
Chairman 
Parish Council 
 
Clerk 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

.    
a.   The Clerk presented the draft End of Year Accounts.  With the recent calculation of a non-payment for grass cutting 

in February; the appropriate figures for the Glebe accounts will now require amending together with determining 
the HMRC payment of £180 not yet presented on the Parish Council account.  Final End of Year Accounts to be 
presented at May 2014 meeting on receipt 31 March 2014 bank statement.  

b.   Payment for the Glebe grass cutting in February (invoice received by the Clerk March 2014) will no longer be 
required to be honoured by the Parish Council. 

c. Payment to DAPTC for the Clerk’s attendance at a Finance Seminar 28 March 2014 £30 was approved. 
  

 

 

Clerk  

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

 10. Planning Matters 
 
a.   Notification of intent to carry out works to trees – “Colburn”, Main Street – T1 Conifer Fell & T2 Conifer 40%   

reduction. 
b.    Notification of intent to carry out works to trees – 10 Courtney Close – T1 Cherry Reduce crown and reshape 
       T2 Horse Chestnut Remove lateral branches.  
   

 
Noted 
 
Noted 

11. Other Matters 
 
No items tabled. 

 
 
 

 

 The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8: 00 pm.                  LK 23/04/14   

 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 21st May 2014 
  

 Please note: This meeting will start with the Annual Parish Meeting at 7:00 pm 
 This meeting is followed by the election of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman and appointment of Parish Council representatives. 
 The May 2013 Parish Council meeting will convene after the appointment of the Parish Council representatives. 

                  
 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 


