
The Shroton Lines 
The Shroton Lines is a community newspaper which celebrates the life of the vil-

lage and its inhabitants. It is compiled by local volunteers and provides infor-

mation and news. Those of us who are involved with the creation of the Lines are 

hugely grateful for everyone who contributes and particularly to Emma who is re-

sponsible for printing it. Contact: shrotonlines@gmail.com. Editor: Helen Christmas, 

Quince Cottage, The Corner. Please do submit stories, recipes and letters! 
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Dates for the diary 

AUGUST 

Recycling/Rubbish 

 (main village) 

Mon 2  Rubbish 

Mon 9 Recycling 

Mon 16 Rubbish 

Mon 23 Recycling 

Mon 30 Rubbish 

 

Recycling/Rubbish 

 (The Corner& Courtney 
Close) 

Weds 4 Recycling 

Weds 11 Rubbish 

Weds 18 Recycling 

Weds 25 Black/Food 

 

Garden waste 

Weds 11 

Weds 25 
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The Shroton history section, compiled by Judith  Hewitt 

Farrington 

Farrington was once a very important place. it was the capital of its own Hundred in which Shroton and 

Child Okeford were included. It is on the St Edwards Pilgrims route from Corfe Castle to Shaftesbury 

and I believe would have been the last stopping point to drink from the ancient Spring (which can be 

found in the trough at the side of the road) and facilities provided by the order of St John Knights  Hos-

pitaller ( site of the redundant Chapel). Sir Hugh Courtney held Farrington by service of a Knights fee 

from John de Faringdon (owned Athelhampton) in 1284. John Freke lived at the Manor 1581 and even-

tually inherited by the Pitt Rivers family. 

 

The four farms were Dairy and cider orchards and there was a mill by the stream. Strouds Farm has 

held its name for over 400 years and Applins for 300 years. No one from Farrington was allowed graz-

ing rights to Shroton Common despite being in the same Parish. 

 

There was a legally protected Oak tree in a field by Gallows Corner called ‘Blood Ins Oak’ which could 

not be trimmed or felled ( 1900s)- possibly where the gallows were hung. There is evidence that it still 

exists. 

 

In 1860 an inquest held at the White Hart Shroton found that John Ford had been drinking at Farring-

ton cider house and fallen on his way home into a ditch and drowned.  The verdict was accidental 

death. 

 

If you want to know more, please contact Judith (861565)  

Lunch and Chat ~ A Request for Volunteers 

After a long gap, I would like to reinstate the 

lunch on the fourth Monday of the month from 

September to April, open to our oldest residents 

who would appreciate sharing a meal with 

friends at the Village Hall.   

First of all I need to know whether there are any 

volunteers willing to help with serving and clear-

ing up. Susan Adam has already offered to pro-

duce a pudding, and I am happy to make another 

pudding,  set up, serve and clear up, but I need a 

few volunteers who can work on rotation to help 

with the serving and clearing up.  Volunteers may 

also be needed to help diners to get to and from 

the Hall.  

If  enough volunteers contact me, we can then 

work out how best to check on potential guests a 

couple of days before the date so that we know 

how many to expect. 

 

I hope we can once again provide this social occa-

sion and save our guests cooking for once in a 

while! 

Please contact me in any of the following ways if 

you can help:  

Telephone: 861039 

Mobile: 07401077483 

Email: enabrookcottage@gmail.com  

Knock on the door at Brook Cottage on Main 

Street 

Many thanks in anticipation. 

Ena Rees 

 

 



 



Monthly photo competition:   

Where  is this? Answer in next month’s 

Lines. 

 

July’s photograph was the top of the 

anvil house sign outside Cobblers Cot-

tage 

 

Welcome to Shroton. This is the section where we say Hello to all 

our new residents : 

Raymonde and Roger Grenville have moved to Littleport to live 

with their daughter Wendy and son-in-law Roger 

(Roger has just celebrated his 100th birthday. Is this the first in 

the village?) 

Please let me know if you are new to the village . We’d love to 

welcome you too! 

Editorial 

As I write this, the first rains for many days are tumbling from the 
sky. Our lawns and gardens are all breathing a sigh of relief and we 
may be able to look forward to some cooler nights and better 
sleep! However, while Shroton was cooking in some of the highest 
temperatures for many years, our neighbours in Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany and further afield in Japan were experienc-
ing devastating rains and floods which cost lives and livelihoods. 
The scenes which we have seen and the stories which we have 
heard on television and the radio only touch the surface of these 
tragedies which we are having to witness more and more fre-
quently. 

Weather has been the topic of polite conversation in this county 
for decades if not centuries. Wandering along the high street this 
morning, I met 4 different people with whom I had four different 
conversations, all of which were about the weather! In Oscar 
Wilde’s enduring comedy ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, the 
much-admired Gwendolen reprimands her nervous suitor Jack 
(who tries to start a conversion in which he wants to propose mar-
riage with a comment about the weather) with the following well-
known lines: ‘Pray don't talk to me about the weather, Mr. 
Worthing. Whenever people talk to me about the weather, I al-
ways feel quite certain that they mean something else. ’ 

In the UK, we have some of the most unpredictable weather in the 
world because of our geographical position. So we can exhibit sur-
prise to our companions about the changes. If we were in a small 
village in North Africa rather than in North Dorset, the variation of 
weather would not easily provide new topics of conversation! 

Interestingly, we almost always start off the conversation with a 
question, or a statement inviting a response. ’Hot isn’t it?’ or ’Do 
you think we’ll get wet today?’. Sociologists explain this as our 
cultural need for personal connection, but also our need to remain 
autonomous or separate. In this way, we won’t wander into the 
dangerous areas of intimacy! In other cultures which favour a 
more personal approach as a sign of friendliness, initial comments 
on meeting could be references to the appearance of one person 
or the other or a question which requires a response to something 
more ’dangerous’ such as politics! 

But with the increasing and crucial ecological concerns about glob-
al warming, perhaps Gwendolen is right. Our comments about the 
weather may now indicate not just a convention which allows us 
to make contact and then move on, but the prelude to political 
and ecological conversations.  And there is no doubt that these 
conversations needs to take place. 
 
‘Twenty-five years ago people could be excused for not knowing 
much, or doing much, about climate change. Today we have no 
excuse.’ Desmond Tutu 
 Desmond Tutu 

Thank you, Tim! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Note the difference at the top: before and after! 
 

Shroton Anagrams: 

Trick the scree =  

West Rands = 

Beth Glee = 

Enables Less = 

Torn Cheer = 

Haker Fell = 



A short extract from Britain’s Pubs by Rodney  
Simmonds which is due to be published on August 
28th by The Book Guild 
 
Rodney is the subject of this month’s Life Lines 
 
Pubs have always caught the attention of the ruling 
classes, either for being too abundant, too popular 
or,  as has been the case for the past one hundred 
years or more, a major source of income for the 
treasury. 
 

Even as far back as the dark ages they could 
not escape authority - in AD 965 King Edgar decreed 
that there should be only one beer house to each 
village as they had grown to such a number. He also 
decreed there should be only one system of meas-
urement in the realm. 

 
In his day people would share from a half-

gallon cup called a ‘Pottle’. He further decreed that 
these pottles should have pegs inside of them ‘so 
no man should drink more than his share in one go’. 
Perhaps this was this the origins of the saying 
‘taking someone down a peg or two’? 

 
Surprisingly a similar custom still existed in 

Suffolk in the 1970s, when friends would offer each 
other their glasses with the salutation ‘drink well, 
drink deep’.  

 
Later King Richard II decreed that all houses 

selling ale must display some form of sign so the 
aleconner (those unfortunate men who had to trav-
el the countryside and towns testing the ale) would 
know which was an alehouse. However, an alecon-
ner did not drink the ale to test its strength. The 
correct way to test it was to pour some on a wood-
en bench then sit on it! After a while when he stood 
up, how well his leather trousers stuck to the bench 
determined whether the ale was considered strong 
enough or not. Perhaps the origins of another say-
ing – ‘bench-mark’? 

 

August Recipe:  

 

Ravishing roasted Red Peppers 

 

This is a lovely recipe for a summer supper. It is also deli-

cious eaten cold with a green salad and crusty bread. 

 

Ingredients 

 

• 3 large red peppers 

• 2—3 garlic cloves (crushed) 

• 6 halved cherry tomatoes 

• 6—10 basil leaves 

• 2 tsp of capers 

• 6 anchovies (optional) 

• 3 tbsp olive oil (ideally extra virgin) 

• 2 tbsp balsamic vinegar 

 

Method (Heat oven to  220  degrees C/200 degrees C/fan 

or gas 7)  

 

Halve the peppers retaining half the stalk for each sec-

tion. Remove pith. Divide the half tomatoes, anchovies (if 

using), basil leaves and capers between  each half pepper.  

Drizzle with olive oil and balsamic vinegar. 

 

Cook for 30 minutes until the peppers are slightly black-

ened. Serve with crusty bread to soak up the wonderful 

juices and a glass of chilled white or rose! Bon Appetit. 

Limerick competition 

 

 

 

 

There once was a person from Shroton 

Who walked with his hat and his coat on. 

When asked why this was 

He answered, ‘Because… 

Helen needed a topic to wrote on!’ 

 

You MUST be able to do better than this! Please forward 

limericks to the editor for future inclusion! 

Water Weed in the Glebe Stream - Clearing Need-

ed! 

If anyone is free for an hour during the morning of Sunday 8th 
August, please feel free to join me for a bit of weed clearing 
in the stream on the Glebe.  It’s been noticed that a recent 
growth spurt in the vegetation has led to a slowing down of 
the stream’s current, so it’s time for some pruning.  If you’re 
interested, please contact Caroline Barrett on 07974 756242 
or via email: carolinebarrett59@gmail.com.   

mailto:carolinebarrett59@gmail.com


Parish Council News August 2021  from Lizzie Kingsbury,  Parish Clerk  

 

Electric vehicle charge points in Dorset - tell Dorset Council where you’d like an electric vehicle charge point 

As part of Dorset Council's commitment to become carbon-neutral by 2040, the Transport Planning team have been 
working to develop the public electric vehicle charging network in Dorset.  (use this link detail to find out more).   
Dorset Council are starting to look at potential charge point locations for the next phases of installations. They need 
your help to find out where there is need and support for electric vehicle charge points, so that they can bid for fund-
ing. There is an online form at  https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/EV_charging_point to give them 
your suggestions. 

 
Shroton Play Park Renovation Project 

Natasha Monaghan presented her plan and suggestions for the renovation of the Play Park to the Parish Council on 
21 July 2021.  This is an exciting and highly rewarding time for her and her supporters who have worked tirelessly to 
get to a position for this inspired work to become a reality.  

 
A copy of Natasha’s plan for the renovation of the Shroton Play Park is on the Parish website www.shroton.org 
(Council Papers).  Early warning – a ‘ground force’ team will be needed for the removal of some of the old equipment 
and unfortunately, the play park area will be closed during the preparatory and installation work.  Notices will be in 
place to advise of closure dates for this renovation work. 

 
Dorset Council Face to Face Service Points Re-open 

Dorset Council Customer Service points reopened on 5th July 2021.  Throughout lockdown people have been access-
ing Dorset Council services via the website or by phone and the “digital first” strategy remains a priority.  Face to 
face support and assistance with council services will be available from Nordon Lodge in Blandford, on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10.00am to 4.00pm.  A Pre-booked appointments system and Covid regulations will be 
in place to keep everyone safe. 

 
New Police and Crime Commissioner  

David Sidwick is the new Police and Crime Commissioner for Dorset and Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole.  
Several of his priorities are particularly relevant to our area, including rural crime and rural roads.  Cllr Sherry Jesper-
sen, in the neighbouring Hill Forts and Upper Tarrants Ward, and Cllr Jane Somper have invited the Police Commis-
sioner to meet some of our Community Speed watch leaders and Parish Councillors in September 2021. 

 
Future information/dates about the Police & Crime Commissioner’s attendance at a future Parish Council meeting 
will be promoted through the website, Shroton Lines and noticeboard.  Residents and parishioners are cordially in-
vited to attend Parish Council meetings.   

 
Dorset Council Planning - Neighbour notification letters  
In line with the Council’s agreed Statement of Community Involvement, from 1 July onwards Dorset Council Plan-
ning Team (DCPT)will no longer be sending neighbour notification letters for planning applications, unless these are 
specifically required by legislation. 
 
All applications will continue to be publicised via site notices, and press notices will also be used where required by 
law. Details of all applications will still be published online, and DCPT will continue to consult statutory organisations 
and town and parish councils.   This change will mean that it continues to meet its statutory requirements, applica-
tions continue to be publicised via site notice, and the planning teams can focus on clearing the backlog of planning 
applications. 

 
Planning application letters sent to Parish Clerk, are  uploaded on the Parish website www.shroton.org  (Planning 
page), where a link to the Dorset Council Planning portal can be accessed for viewing planning documents.  A copy 
of current application letters are displayed on the noticeboard at the ‘Cricketers’ bus stop.  Tree planning application 
letters are no longer sent to the Parish Clerk. 

https://dorset-aptc.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cb25b50ab3e42c918d538200&id=bff8669783&e=4d204215e1
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/EV_charging_point
http://www.shroton.org
http://www.shroton.org


(contd.) 

Dorset Council working on the Bus Service Improvement Plan 

 

Dorset Council is working on its response to the Bus Service  Improvement Plan by the end of October 2021. https://
news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2021/06/30/bus-back-better-plan-begins-in-dorset/    This is a three-stage engagement pro-
cess that brings together key stakeholders from a wide range of disciplines and interest groups.  At the time of going to 
press for the Shroton Lines, the first round of consultation has been completed, setting the scene, encouraging stake-
holders to provide initial feedback in terms of ideas and priorities that will help shape the early Bus Service Improvement 
Plan (BSIP). Dorset Council will then hold two further stakeholder sessions through the summer. The second of the two 
sessions will play back in summary form initial feedback collected, with a view on what the likely priorities of the BSIP 
will be (inviting feedback). The third and final will then give an overview of the Draft BSIP.  Details of any public engage-
ment or requests for submissions to this improvement plan will be advertised on the Parish website www.shroton.org as 
and when received. 

Dorset Council need your help to complete the broadband picture for Dorset 
 
Dorset is set to be one of the first areas in the UK to benefit from the government’s Project Gigabit funding to bring giga-
bit-capable broadband (1,000 Mbps) to households and businesses.  To help it inform the government of the areas that 
could benefit from this investment, it has spoken to broadband suppliers about their commercial plans for Dorset and 
now it needs your help. 
 
Residents, businesses, and other stakeholders to complete a survey so we have a thorough understanding of stakehold-
ers' views on the current level of broadband provision in Dorset. This is the link to https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=a534a48962&e=d6ed4e3398 

The deadline to comment has been extended until 1 August.  

 
The Parish website – www.shroton.org 

Displays regular updates for Covid-19 advice and information, local government consultations, planning matters, coun-
tryside information, traffic & weather news together with details of the work and organisation of the Parish Council and 
what is happening in the village and local area.  www.shroton.org    

 
23 July 2021 

Parish Clerk 

iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

 

Please read: 

Iwerne Courtney and Stepleton Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Lizzie Kingsbury is not paid to be on duty 24/7! I would like to 

ask that residents please respect her privacy and her private home and garden. Members of the public have recently 

entered her garden to talk about Parish issues. We are all very grateful to Lizzie for all the work that she does for our 

community, so could I please remind you that you should use the Parish Council email address to contact the Parish 

Council if you wish to communicate about any Parish issues. 

Thank you 

Judith Hewitt 

Chair IC&SPC 

https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2021/06/30/bus-back-better-plan-begins-in-dorset/
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2021/06/30/bus-back-better-plan-begins-in-dorset/
http://www.shroton.org
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=a534a48962&e=d6ed4e3398
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=a534a48962&e=d6ed4e3398
http://www.shroton.org
mailto:iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk


The Three Lions! 

 

 

 

 

 

A few hours before the England/Italy game at Wembley, Alan 
Morris, Malcolm Trowbridge and Chris Pearson put on a 50 mi-
nute singsong to help get everyone in the mood. 

As you may recall, it rained a lot; but thanks to Jim Bird and his 
gazebo the show went ahead on the Village Hall patio. A dozen 
brave souls attended and there was some fine singing. Dorothy 
Mower led us on "Sweet Caroline"; Ena Rees had problems with 
Chris' Scottish accent on "Football Crazy"; and everybody sang 
"Football's Coming Home". If only it had....... 

Never mind, we can all be very proud of Gareth and the boys, 
who performed well both on and off the pitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Pearson 

Meggy Moo’s Park Farm,   

Bessells Lane,  
Shroton  
DT11 8TP  

 

Are you looking to reduce your plastic waste & food miles? 

Try our new self-service milk vending machine. Fresh, pasteurised 
Whole or Semi-Skimmed milk, dispensed straight into a reusable 
glass bottle, recyclable polybottle or bring your own clean con-
tainer from home. 

 Simple to use, accepts coins, notes & gives change. £1.00 per 
litre  

 

We also sell local meats, cheeses, yogurts and ice creams. And 
don’t forget to try our very own Meggy Moo’s sea salt butter 

Available 7am – 7pm, 7 days a week 

 Tel. 07908267410 www.meggymoosdairy.co.uk  

Moo! 

 

A Tale from the Watermeadow 

A Good Week 

 

“Could you have a look at this, Andy?” 

I felt I was busy but William didn’t waste time so I 

straightened up and made my way over.  “This,” seemed 

scarcely alive but were actually a pair of creatures that 

would have been more at home in science fiction.  The size 

and texture of slightly enlarged jelly babies but with stubby 

quills growing at one end and translucent filmy skin at the 

other, with blood just beneath the surface. 

“They might be baby hedgehogs.  Hoglets?” 

A pause. 

“Pat will know.” 

A pause. 

“Could you ring him?” 

It was, indeed, another job for Pat. 

Within half an hour he had discovered an intact nest 

a short distance up the slope of the compost heap where 

five siblings squealed in delight when the two wanderers 

were returned. 

Two days later, after twelve years “scratching 

about” in the watermeadow, we discovered pyramid or-

chids in three different locations. 

Result! 

 

Music for a Summer’s evening 

Friday  3rd September at 7.30 pm 

Songs from the light classical and musical theatre reper-
toire, performed by Sian Coombs (mezzo soprano) and 
Olivia Ward (soprano), accompanied by James Smith 
(piano)  

Free entry: donations to Church fund. 

Refreshments served from 7.00 pm 

 



 

 

 

Blandford Group Practice 

To help us improve the service we offer all our pa-

tients, can  we please request that going forward 

you use our 01258 452501 number. Thank you.  

 

During April 2021 the Practice had 217 appoint-
ments where patients failed to attend, this equates 
to over 36 hours of clinical time . 
If you need to cancel your appointment, you can call 
the surgery on 01258 452501 and select option 2 to 
leave details on our answerphone. By cancelling 
your appointment you are ensuring other patients 
who need medical attention can be seen. Please 
note this answerphone is for cancellations only and 
other messages will not be responded to. 
Also during April 2021 the Practice received 40,851 
incoming calls. 
Please be reassured we are aware the phone lines 
are extremely busy and we request that when call-
ing the surgery you remain patient as we endeavour 
to answer your call as quickly as possible. We have a 
zero tolerance policy of aggression and abuse to-
wards our staff, all our team are working incredibly 
hard to provide the best possible care for every pa-
tient. 
We are currently in the process of taking steps to 

improve the telephone access by recruiting new re-

ceptionists and will be opening up additional phone 

lines so please bear with us. 

Friday 3rd September - 7.30pm 

 

 

 

“Music for a Late Summer’s Evening” 

Songs from the light classical and musical thea-
tre repertoire, performed by Sian Coombs 
(mezzo soprano) and Olivia Ward (soprano), ac-
companied by James Smith (piano) 

 
Free entry - donations welcome to church funds 

https://www.facebook.com/blandfordgrouppractice/posts/4010301085718912
https://www.facebook.com/blandfordgrouppractice/posts/4010301085718912


Only a few weeks to go until the Shrot-

on Village Show – make sure you have 

the date in your diary! 

Saturday 4th September 2.30pm in the Village Hall 

There are classes for all ages and all talents – see 

Schedule on p 12 

Entry Forms can be found here and in The Cricketers, 

as well as the bus shelter.  Electronic copies will be 

sent via Pie’d Piper. 

This year’s entries are IN ADVANCE ONLY, to help with 

the social distancing that many of us are still observ-

ing. 

Many thanks to those who have already volunteered 

to help with setting up on the Friday and with running 

the show on Saturday. Any further offers of help to 

Caroline Barrett: contact me on  

carolinebarrett59@gmail.com or 07974 756242.  

I am collecting prizes for the raffle, so please do let me 

know if you have anything which you could donate. 

Finally, if anyone has any anecdotes or photographs 

that we could include in a display on ‘The History of 

Shroton’s Village Show’, please let me know.  

 
Village Wedding Saturday 21st August 21 

 

Dear Neighbours and Friends, 

 

Many of you will know our daughter Jessica, who was 
raised here in Shroton and still resides nearby. You 
may recognise Jess from her outings on stage at our 
pantomimes in more recent times.  We are delighted 
Jessica can soon fulfil her long held desire to have her 
marriage at St Mary’s Church, where she was con-
firmed, and to have her reception within the village. 
We are pleased to have helped Jess and her partner 
Andrew, to realise their wishes to hold the reception at 
the Fairfield with the kind permission of James Gibson 
Fleming and family. 

 

The happy couple asked me to communicate this news 
to you through the Shroton Lines, especially to those of 
our neighbours who may be disturbed by the prepara-
tions at the Fairfield leading up to the day, putting up 
the Marquee etc or by any inevitable noise on the 
afternoon and the evening of the wedding. There will 
be a licenced bar and music that is scheduled to finish 
before midnight. For animal lovers like us, there are no 
fireworks to frighten your pets although the presence 
of the marquee may disrupt the usual dog walkers 
route a little for a few days. Please be careful of the 
guy ropes and other trip hazards when near the mar-
quee. 

 

The wedding, licencing and event is a private affair and 
nothing to do with Shroton Cricket Club. 

 

 We always thought It was always a lovely tradition 
when local Shrotonians not attending the wedding, 
turned up to watch for the bride arriving at the church. 
The wedding is due to start at 2.00pm in lovely sum-
mer sunshine! In fact, we are so confident of fine 
weather on the day, we have cancelled the wedding 
car and settled for a parade down the Main Street on 
foot! 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Judith and Trevor (Hewitt) 

Hilldean  

SHROTON FOOD BANK: please give generously 

Please remember to donate to the food bank: all  items 

are gratefully accepted. Toiletries and nappies are 

particularly needed, 

Thank you for your kindness in giving. 

  

Ursula Perry 88, formerly from Shroton passed away at St 

Denis Lodge, Shaftesbury on 15th July 2021.  

Much loved mother, grandmother and great grandmother, 

Ursula will be very much missed by all that knew her.   

Our condolences and thoughts are with her family.

mailto:carolinebarrett59@gmail.com


The Noble Cleaner 

All Domestic Cleaning Duties 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, General Daily Duties 

All ironing now undertaken, free collection and  deliveries 

(excludes weekends) 

 

Here to make life easier 

Please call Mrs Colborne 

01258 861651 or 07938 389250 

Coal Merchants 

Open Sacks delivered to your door 

Contact F Compton 

The Glen     

  

Berwick St John 

Shaftesbury 

SP7 0HD 

Please call with enquiries or orders 

01747 828353  or www.fcomptoncoal.co.uk 

Learn To Bake #RealBread with Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
I’ll teach you how to make and bake traditional bread from the comfort 
of your own home. I supply everything from flour to aprons (apart from 
the oven!)  
  
Catering for Individuals, Groups, Families, Demonstrations, Events & 
Parties  
  
Making life better one slice at a time          
M: 07925 911 881  
E:  Bake@FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk  
W: FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk                                 

NATURAL BEAUTY  

Mobile Beauty Therapist Beauty Treatments in the comfort of your 
own home 

 Manicure / Pedicure I Waxing I Shellac I Facials Massage I 
Lash/Brow Tinting IPamper Parties      

 

For more information : 07920269664  

kellyrbrady@hotmail.co.uk  

www.kellynaturalbeauty.co.uk 

 

  

Having a celebration 

tea or friends for cof-

fee and want to 

make it special? Call 

Kate.  

 

Treat your friends 

with showstopping 

cakes and tarts.  

 

 

Artisan Baker 

Lovingly Home Made Cakes and Puddings 

Call Kate 

07970 297037 

SHROTON OIL SCHEME  

Taking orders for delivery now  

Also available for free delivery:  

Water Softener Salt (Block and Tab-
lets) TOP-UP, Please don’t RUN OUT  

Tel: 01258 861285 for details 

Do you have anything to advertise? 

Contact Helen at shroton-

lines@gmail.com 

 Artisan 

Baker 

http://flourwatersalttime.co.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

offering  green waste disposal and the sale of top quality  

accredited topsoil and compost 

Onsite processing of materials produces excellent screened 10mm top-

soil, landscaping compost for domestic and commercial use and agri-

cultural spec compost. 

Also available, seasoned mix of hard and softwood logs, cut and split 

 

For more inf ormation    about our products and services, please  contact 

 

Rod: 01725 518673/07896 544197 or Andy 07766 163203 

www.newbournecompost.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWBOURNE FARM COMPOSTING 

 

 

 

 



Save the date:  

Saturday 4th September 2021 

Why?  

Because it’s the Shroton Summer Show! 

With Covid stopping last year’s show from 

going ahead, we’re keen to make this 

year’s show a real celebration of all the 

creativity that has blossomed in Shroton 

during the lockdown months.  

For many of us, lockdown has led to more 

hours in the garden, greenhouse or allot-

ment.  If so, bring along the fruits (to say 

nothing of the flowers and vegetables) of 

your labours.  For others, lockdown has 

meant more time to sew, knit, paint, cook 

or get creative with the camera. Let the 

world (or at least the village) see what 

you’ve achieved. 

We’ve included a special new category to 

focus attention on those who have had less 

time rather than more on their hands dur-

ing the pandemic: a card to say thank you 

to all those who’ve helped us over the past 

difficult year and a half: not just the nurses 

and doctors, but the delivery van drivers 

and the teachers, the postmen and women, 

the care home workers….the list is long. 

The Shroton Summer Show is an institu-

tion, stretching back many years.  We 

thought it would be interesting to explore 

the history of this key village event – if any 

of you have any memories or photos of the 

Shroton Summer Shows of yesteryear, I’d 

love to hear from you  - you can contact 

me at carolinebarrett59@gmail.com or 

07974 756242 or pop in to 2 Ivy Porch Cot-

tages.  

 

We’d love to be able to make a display of 

the Show’s past when we celebrate its con-

tinuation into the present this September. 

 

To make this event happen takes hard (but 

rewarding) work.  There are many people in 

the village who have given selflessly of 

their time for many years to keep the Show 

thriving.  If you’d like to join them this year, 

please contact me. 

Caroline Barrett 

 

The show competition entry list can be 

found on page 12 

August Life Lines 

 

This month’s Lifelines is about one of our 

resident authors, Rodney Simmonds from 

General Wolfe Close. Rodney is about to 

have a book published by the Book Guild 

about the history of pubs around Britain. 

Although Rodney lived in Shroton for 22 

years, he spent many years working 

abroad as an engineer. He worked in Sau-

di Arabia, Kenya and Singapore and has 

travelled extensively since retiring.  He has 

also been a publican in Yorkshire and 

Suffolk, as well as being a relief publican, 

looking after pubs all over the country. 

 

Why did you want to write a book? 

In the 10 years that I spent running pubs, 

I heard so many stories about the pubs 

and their history. It just seemed right to 

record some of these stories for posterity. 

The role of pubs has changed significantly 

over the past couple of decades and with 

the landlord or landlady being replaced 

by managers who do not necessarily have 

the same interest in the provenance of 

the pubs, I felt that it was even more im-

portant to encourage drinkers and read-

ers to learn about their locals. 

 

Is the book about pubs all over the UK? 

 

Well, my first book was about pubs 

throughout the country, but my publish-

ers suggested that I separated the manu-

script into geographical areas. The one 

which is about to be published is about 

East England. I have already compiled the 

copy for Devon, Cornwall and Somerset 

and am currently working on the Dorset 

edition. I have enjoyed researching the 

book, although I have decided that a pub 

crawl to find information needs to be 

done on coffee rather than several pints 

in each pub these days! 

 

What are your favourites? 

 

There are so many, but one of them must 

be the Cannot Turn Back pub in Caister. 

This unusual name comes from an inci-

dent when the Caister lifeboat was 

launched to attempt to save a boat in 

distress. In very high seas and storms, the 

lifeboat was turned back time and time 

again. Eventually, the men aboard were 

successful until the boat was overturned 

with subsequent loss of life. At the en-

quiry, the survivors were asked why they 

kept going. The pub name indicates their 

answer. 

 

Pub names are fascinating and provide an 

insight into the lives and cultures of previ-

ous generations. 

 

(contd.) 

 

What is your favourite tipple 

 

I am a beer drinker, but having spent 5 

weeks in China a few years ago, I am a 

huge fan of green tea! 

 

(I can attest to this. Having accepted the 

offer of a cup of green tea, I was offered a 

choice from 20 varieties!) 

 

An extract from Rodney’s forthcoming 

book can be found on page……  It will be 

published by BookPress on 28th August 

Crumbs of Wisdom 
13 is my favourite  

number! 
The Baker’s dozen, 13 steps to make the 

perfect bake, and 13 characteristics of 

good bread.  And, it is this last category 

that I am quizzed on most often on my 

courses. 

So, this month’s top tip for all you home 

bread bakers of Shroton (and further 

afield) is about achieving a sheen or shine 

to the surface of you freshly baked bread. 

All you need is a small water sprayer 

(think houseplants).  Once your loaf is full 

baked, take it out of the oven and spray 

the surface generously with water (2 or 3 

seconds should be fine). It will steam off, 

fill your kitchen with intoxicating smells, 

and you will be left with a light sheen or 

glaze to the surface. 

Martin. Craft Bread Baker and Teacher 
for Home Bakers 

mailto:carolinebarrett59@gmail.com


PRODUCE 

 

Ceres Cup-best performance in 
produce classes 

Galpin Cup-best single entry 

CLASS 

1 3 Courgettes with flowers 

2 4 Potatoes 

3 4 Runner beans with stems  

4 4 Carrots 

5 3 Onions from sets 

6 3 Onions from seeds 

7 1 Cucumber 

8 4 Tomatoes 

9 6 Cherry tomatoes 

10 4 Beetroot 

11 A Basket of any 5 vegetables 

12 The largest marrow 

13 The longest runner bean 

14 12 Raspberries with stems 

15          4 Apples 

16          6 culinary herbs in a jar 

COOKERY AND PRESERVES 

 

Miss Hale Shield-best performance 
in cookery classes 

WI Centenary Cup-best single en-
try in preserves 

Baked exhibits must be cool before 
judging 

CLASS 

17 3 Fruit scones 

18 3 Egg Victoria sponge with 
jam filling - 7” tin 

19 6 pieces of fudge 

20 1 Loaf of Sourdough bread 

21 1 Coconut Pound Cake 
(recipe overleaf) 

22 3 squares of Millionaire’s 
Shortbread 

FLOWERS 

 

Lady Baker Cup-best performance 
in flower classes 

Elizabethan Cup-best single flower 

CLASS 

33 1 Single Rose in a vase 

34 6 Sweet peas 

35 3 Dahlias – 1 type and colour 

36 4 Dahlias – all different 

37 4 Asters 

38 4 Cosmos  

39 A vase of garden flowers 

40 A Cactus or Succulent 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS  

 

Sarah Cavan Cup-best performance 
in flower arranging 

Patricia Humphrey Cup-best single 
entry 

Flowers may be purchased 

CLASS 

42 “Green with En-
vy” (accessories allowed) 

43 A Supermarket Bunch “It’s a 
Bargain” 

44 Miniature floral arrangement 
(max 10cm overall) 

45 An arrangement of foliage and 
berries 

46 An arrangement of flowers 
from a Shroton garden 

47 An arrangement of Dahlias 
for effect 

HANDICRAFTS 

 

Maggie Page Trophy-best single 
entry in handicrafts 

CLASS 

48 Any article of knitting or cro-
chet 

49 Any article hand or machine 
sewn 

50 Any article of tapestry or 
embroidery 

51 An article of patchwork or 
quilting  

52 A soft toy, fabric or knitted 

53 Any painting or drawing 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

Photography Frame-best perfor-
mance in photography 

Best Photo-best single entry 

Unmounted, no borders, max overall 
size of photos not to exceed 24 x 
30.5cm / 9 ½ x 12” 

CLASS 

58 A landscape or seascape 

59 A living creature 

60         A Shroton View 

61 A photograph of Shroton’s wild-
flower area 

62 Sport in Action  

63 A photograph of water 

64 A photograph with a humorous 
caption 

12- 18 YEAR OLDS 

Hambledon Cup-overall winner 

Exhibitors may enter any of the open 
classes 1 to 64 (max 5) but will be 
judged separately and awarded marks 
out of 10 for each entry. The exhibitor 
with the highest total marks will be the 
overall winner. There will be a cash prize 
of £5. 

 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES 

 

Patricia Goodbody Cup-Children 7 
years and under 

Bella Howlett Cup-Children 8-11 years 

Two sections - 7yrs and under and 8-11 
years 

CLASS 

65 A jam jar of flowers 

66 A picture made of buttons 

67 Any drawing or painting  

68 A house made from fruit or 
vegetables (cocktail sticks may 
be visible) 

69 A garden on a plate 

70 A funny photo 

71 3 decorated Fairy Cakes 

72 Largest marrow 

73 Handwriting: copy this poem, no 
illustration   

 There was an Old Man on the 
Border, 

 Who lived in the utmost disor-
der; 

 He danced with the Cat, 

And made Tea in his Hat, 

Which vexed all the folks on 
the Border. 

The Village Show entries 

 



Rules 

1. All entries to be made in advance. 

2. All exhibits must be in place before 12 noon when the hall will be  cleared of all non-officials to allow judging to 

take place. 

 Exhibits should be removed by 4.30 pm. 

3. Entries in all classes must be the exhibitor’s own work. 

4. Exhibits should not have been entered previously at the Shroton show and should have been made in the last 12 

months (excluding chutney, liqueurs and pot plants). 

5. Date (month and year) must be shown on jar labels. 

6. All preserves should be in 1lb/300-400 gram glass jars, no trade names visible. 

7. Liquids must be presented in clear bottles. 

8. All flowers in the FLOWER CLASS must be from the exhibitor’s garden or a Shroton garden. A bud counts as one 

flower. 

9. Foliage may be included where ‘Flowers’ are specified.   

10. Only one entry per person per class is allowed. 

11. Points will be awarded as follows: 1st place - 6 points, 2nd place - 4 points, 3rd place - 2 points. 

12. The cups for the various sections will be awarded for the highest number of points in that section. In the event 

of a tie, the winner will be decided by the number of first and second prizes. 

 The overall winner will be awarded the The Shroton Trophy. 

13.  Children under 12 will only be allowed to enter children's classes 

14. The Show Secretary is Caroline Barrett and may be contacted, in case of query, on carolinebarrett59@gmail.com 

 

CASH PRIZE - Awarded to the overall winner of each children’s age group:  1st - £2, 2nd - £1, 3rd - 50p 

 

COCONUT POUND CAKE RECIPE:  best made the day before 

Batter: 175g softened butter, 3 eggs (lightly beaten), 150ml coconut milk, 5 tablespoons desiccated coconut, 290g sugar, 

225g plain flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, ¼ teaspoon salt 

Topping: 4 tablespoons coconut milk, 2 tablespoons desiccated coconut 

 

Heat oven to 170 degrees/325F/GM3.  Grease & line 1lb loaf tin. Cream butter & sugar until pale.  Add eggs a little at a 

time.  Add the coconut milk with half the flour, salt and baking powder.  Once combined add the desiccated coconut and 

rest of the flour.  Pour into tin and cook for 1 hr.  Check to see if cooked using skewer.  Take out of oven and leave in tin.  

When still hot prick holes all over the cake, pushing skewer through to the bottom of the cake. Gently and evenly pour 

the coconut milk over the surface. Sprinkle over the desiccated coconut so that it sticks. 



 

      
 
 

 

 

 Name: ………………………………………………………………. 

Contact No: ………………………………………………………. 

Total No. of Entries: ……………………………………....... 

CUT OUT AND ATTACH TO ENTRIES 

Fee Enclosed: ……………….……………. 

1. Refer to the show programme for class numbers and please be as accurate as you can 
2. Complete both halves of the entry form, cut out and fold where indicated and attach the form above 
3. Return your entries with name and fees in an envelope to 2 Ivy Porch Cottages, Main Street or Thatched 

Cottage, Telegraph Street BEFORE 6pm ON TUESDAY 31st AUGUST. 
4. If you are entering for the 12-18 year old section, or either of the children’s sections, please tick the 

appropriate box on each entry form (on both halves) 
5. Please check and keep a list of all your entries to ensure all the information is correct 

 

PLEASE FILL IN BOTH HALVES                           AND FOLD ON THE DOTTED LINE 



Playpark update  - Natasha Monaghan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’ll all be pleased to know that I will finally stop 
talking about raising money to renovate the playpark 
as we have hit our fundraising target, chosen our 
equipment, worked out logistics and booked it all. 
  
Firstly, we have to say a HUGE thank you to so many 
extremely generous Shroton villagers.  Whether 
through private donations, donations on the crowd-
funding page or donating raffle prizes and buying 
raffle tickets – we raised a staggering amount of mon-
ey.  Some of our lovely donors wish to remain anony-
mous but you know who you are and we are so grate-
ful to you.   Whether you bought a raffle ticket, donat-
ed a raffle prize, donated on the page or gave a pri-
vate donation then please know that you are part of 
this wonderful community project to fund this play-
park renovation and we couldn’t have done it without 
your support. 
 
Thank you to the Shroton Community Group for your 
£250 donation and also thank you to ‘Will Does’ for 
kindly giving us a £500 grant.  Also big thanks to Hall & 
Woodhouse, Kevin & Ali Rudd, Meggy Moos, Home-
base, Thomas Fudges, Josie Goodbody-Ellis, The Crick-
eters, Judith Hewitt, Reeves, The Tank Museum, Paul 
Keating Butchers, John Bell Fisheries and Smuggler 
Cove for the kind donations of raffle prizes last No-
vember.   
 
Thank you to my recent volunteers to help with the 
playpark project.   Thank you to Ali Rudd for organis-
ing all the prep work for this project (and regularly 
strimming in the park), also thank you to Judith Hewitt 
for regular park grass mowing and constant advice 
with this renovation! Thanks to the Parish Council and 
Lizzie Kingsbury for your support too. 
 
The plans have been put to the Parish Council and ap-
proved and so we are good to go.    
  
The playpark will be closed on 6th September for 5 
weeks. Once the park closes, the old climbing frame 

with slides will be removed. The bark chipping and 
edging around this equipment and also around the 
swings will also be removed.  The tree stump will 
also be removed. 
  
Once removed, the area will be levelled, top soil laid 
and grass seed will go down so this whole area will 
become grass.  This work will just take a couple of 
days but the park will remain closed to protect the 
new grass seed whilst it grows.   There are playparks 
in surrounding villages to use in the meantime. 
  
When the grass has had a chance to grow and bed 
in, the work to install the new equipment will take 
place in the first week of October. 
 

The new equipment will include three towers, three 
slides, a wobbly bridge, a seated cabin area, fire-
man’s pole and climbing walls.  We will also be re-
using our current climbing net in the design. Some 
other jobs and repairs will take place at the same 
time, including new chains on the swings, replacing 
missing part on the nest swing, steps for the speak-
ing tubes, repairing a rotten pole on the log trail and 
repairing the broken feet boards on the horse.  The 
horizontal bars that are currently part of the climb-
ing frame will be re-used to form a new stand-alone 
piece of equipment which will be near the log 
trail.  The rotten fence posts will also be fixed. 
  
Please note:- the surface under the new piece of 
equipment and the swings will be grass with rubber 
mats.  Once the grass has grown through the mats, 
it will just look like grass but initially in October 
when the equipment is new, the mats will be very 
black but they will soon disappear under the grass.  
  
The design of the towers and surfacing is in keeping 
with the village.  It is all wooden and the double 
slides are green and the smaller slide is yellow (not 
green as in the picture, there are no green ones this 
size available anywhere, but yellow will match the 
see-saw nicely).  The design will have a smaller foot-
print than the old equipment so there will be more 
running/ playing room at the bottom part of the 
park by the gate. 
  
Please bear with us whilst the work is done.  The 
actual work will only be around 5-6 days total in the 
5 weeks, the rest of the time, the grass will be grow-
ing quietly and not disturbing anyone. 
  
Thanks to all for your support and I’m sure the kids 

will love it when it’s finished. 



August’s poem 

Cricket at Thrumpton 

 

Lined up behind boundary flags 

a fleet of Renault, Nissan and Ford; 

only one or two from the village now 

close enough to pedal or walk. 

 

One of the old hands regrets the lack 

nowadays of spectating wives and kids – 

“Folk just don’t have the time – always 

something else they’ll need or find to do.” 

 

The midday heat unfurls across a balmy 

late afternoon – what fades for an hour or two  

is the significance of change – absorbed 

like tomorrow’s heat into a reddening sky. 

 

Long past the casting of the die, the game 

ambles on without a trace of impatience; 

courtesies are exchanged between men of sixteen 

and sixty, a little light applause 

 

For a manful effort at an impossible catch. 

Something, eroding perhaps, is being passed on 

as an unseen cow lumbers over to chew  

the wing mirror of the fast bowler’s Mondeo. 

 

By Adrian Buckner 

 

 

 

 

Poetry Choice for August by Caroline Barrett 

Last month I quoted from Thomas Hardy’s memoir a remi-

niscence of his visit to Shroton Fair in 1877, held – obvious-

ly – in the Fairfield.  I wanted to return to the Fairfield for 

this month’s poetry choice: I’m sure that I’m not alone in 

regarding the cricket pitch as one of the village’s most icon-

ic and best- loved sights.  Surely no cricket ground, not 

even Lord’s, can be more immaculately maintained than 

Shroton’s?  Come rain or shine, Eric and Daniel Ball are to 

be found lovingly tending the grass, mowing, watering, and 

doing all the other mysterious rituals that keep the pitch so 

smooth and green.  During the first Covid lockdown it was 

sad to see the pitch unused, and a shock to see the grass 

allowed to grow a little longer, a real sign of the oddity of 

the times  - but wonderful to see the letters ‘NHS’ meticu-

lously mowed into the usually close-cut grass near the 

wicket.  And what a location – surely no other village has a 

better view of its cricket games than that afforded from the 

hill.  You can watch the game unfold as you walk down the 

bridle path, the players turning gradually from indistin-

guishable white dots to recognisable individuals.  From my 

garden I can hear the unmistakeable sounds of a cricket 

match – the shouts of triumph, the thwack of the ball on 

the bat (until rain stops play….) - the sounds of an English 

summer.  

And the cricket ground isn’t only one of Shroton’s most 

beautiful sights, it’s also one of its most important social 

centres.  The large gatherings of lively children learning 

cricketing skills, and the equally large gatherings of parents 

enjoying a beer and a chat, have become a real feature of 

Fairfield life in the spring and summer months.  We might 

not have a Shroton Fair any longer, but we do have the 

cricket club to bring laughter and entertainment to this his-

toric site.  Even though I’m a resident who has never man-

aged to grasp the distinction between a googly and a silly 

mid on,  I absolutely love Shroton’s dedication to cricket – 

the following poem is a tribute to village cricket every-

where, but in my mind it conjures up perfectly the Fairfield 

on cricket days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By English School 18th century, initials visible in bottom left hand 


