
The Shroton Lines 
The Shroton Lines is a community newspaper which celebrates the life of the vil-

lage and its inhabitants. It is compiled by local volunteers and provides infor-

mation and news. Those of us who are involved with the creation of the Lines are 

hugely grateful for everyone who contributes and particularly to Emma who is re-

sponsible for printing it. Contact: shrotonlines@gmail.com. Editor: Helen Christmas, 

Quince Cottage, The Corner. Please do submit stories, recipes and letters! 
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Dates : December/January 

Main village & Bessells 

 Mon 6 Rubbish 

Mon 13 Recycling 

Mon 20 Rubbish 

Mon 27 Recycling 

January 

Mon 3  Rubbish 

Mon 10 Recycling 

Mon 17 Rubbish 

Mon 24 Recycling 

 

The Corner & Courtney Close 

Weds 1 Rubbish 

Weds 8 Recycling 

Weds 15 Rubbish 

Weds 22 Recycling 

Weds 29 Rubbish 

January 

Weds 5 Recycling 

Weds 12 Rubbish 

Weds 19 Recycling 

Weds 26 Rubbish 

 

Garden waste (all) 

December 

Weds 1 

Weds 15 

January 

Weds 12 

Weds 26 

Wednesday morning: coffee 
and chat in the village hall  

 

Sat December 4: RDA Fair 

Sun December 5: Carols at 
Iwerne Steepleton 

Mon December 13: Lunch & 
Chat in the Hall 

Mon December 20: 

Carols at the Hall 

 

  November spider webs 
 
I couldn’t resist taking a photo of this wonderful 
web in the field behind me.  At this time of the 
year, the fields are carpeted with thousands 
upon thousands of these intricate killing nets 
and when the sun shines, the fields look as if 
they are made of broken glass. 
 
Although the often-quoted fact that spider silk is 
stronger than steel is not quite accurate, scien-
tists have discovered that each strand is 1000 
times thinner than a human hair and  is entirely 
composed of parallel nanostrands. These are at least 1 micron long which when measured on a 
nanoscale means that each strand is as 50 times as long as its width. Many spiders weave hundreds 
of loops around the strands and it is this which enables them to produce these marvellous shapes 
and designs. 
 
Marvellous that it, unless you are a fly! 

 

 

New documents shed light on the lives of Dorset’s Thomas Hardy:   
Both of Them! 

 
 
Recent purchases at auction throw new 
light on our understanding of two of 
Dorset’s most prominent historical figures, 

writer Thomas Hardy and his earlier namesake Admiral Sir Thomas 
Masterman Hardy.  The purchases were funded jointly by Friends of the National Library 
and Dorset Archives Trust and will be held for public benefit at Dorset History Cen-
tre.  DHC is extremely grateful for the financial support that was made available by both 
these charities. 
 
(To read more about these exciting finds, turn to page 3) 
 

Remember: 

• we will collect up to two extra sacks of rubbish beside your bin on your first rub-
bish collection after Christmas Day 

• no garden waste collections will take place from Christmas Day until Monday 10 
January 

• household recycling centres are open from 9am to 4pm daily, except Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 

• extra recycling, including glass and food, will be collected on your recycling collec-
tion day, provided it has been separated correctly and placed in a suitable sturdy 
container (no bags or cardboard boxes) that can be easily lifted by one person 

please help our crews by putting your glass out for collection before Christmas 



Welcome to Shroton. This is the section where we say Hello to all 

our new residents : 

Jonathan and Susan Maguire have moved to 4 Courtney Close. 

They have moved to Shroton from Iwerne where they lived for 11 

years, before presumably realising that they were not in the best 

village! We wish them a happy settling into our community. 

 

Please let me know if you are new to the village . We’d love to 

welcome you too! 

On The Day Urgent Appointment Update 

  
Dear Patients 

  
We are pleased to announce we will be trialling a new sys-
tem for on the day urgent appointments with effect from 
Monday 22nd November 2021. 
From Monday if you require an on the day urgent appoint-
ment our Patient Services Team will be asking patients a seri-
ous of questions, such as a brief description of your symp-
toms and whether you have any covid-19 symptoms, to en-
sure you are seen by the most appropriate clinician on the 
day. These questions have been curated by our GP Team and 
the Patient Services Team have received full training in how 
to best signpost our patients. 
  
 If you are assessed as being suitable for an on the day ur-
gent appointment you will be booked with the most appro-
priate clinician available, which could be a GP, Nurse Practi-
tioner, Paramedic, or First Contact Physio. 
  
All patients will be given the opportunity to chose whether 
they would prefer a telephone consultation or a face to face 
appointment with the clinician. The face to face on the day 
urgent appointments will be at Eagle House Surgery. 
  
Patients assessed as being a “Hot” patient, with potential 
covid-19 symptoms, who request a face to face appointment 
will be asked to wait in the car park and call the Patient Ser-
vices Team using the telephone number provided at the time 
of making your appointment. 
  
Patients assessed as “Cold” patients, with no covid-19 symp-
toms, who request a face to face appointment should check 
in at the Eagle House reception desk and wait in the waiting 
room. We would ask that patients attend their appointments 
on time to reduce over crowding in the waiting room. If the 
waiting room becomes over crowded some patients may be 
asked to wait outside until there is sufficient space. 
  
In introducing this new system we will be offering over 80 
additional appointments to our patients daily. Once these on 
the day urgent appointments have been utilised patients 
who deem their symptoms to be urgent will be assessed on a 
case by case basis by the Duty GP. Some patients may be 
asked to call back the following day. We would request if you 
are one of those patients that you are kind to our Patient 
Services Team who will be informing you of this decision. 
Please be assured all clinical decisions will be made by a clini-
cian and not the Patient Services Team. 
  
We are aware, as with any new system, there will be 
“tweaks” needed along the way and ask for your patience 
and understanding while we trial this new system, which will 
hopefully improve access for all patients. 
  
The Practice would very much invite patients to provide con-
structive feedback to this new system once it is up and run-
ning if they so wish. 

Meggy Moo’s Park Farm,   

Bessells Lane,  
Shroton  
DT11 8TP  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you looking to reduce your plastic waste & food miles? 

Try our new self-service milk vending machine.  

Fresh, pasteurised Whole or Semi-Skimmed milk, dis-
pensed straight into a reusable glass bottle, recyclable 
polybottle or bring your own clean container from home. 

 Simple to use, accepts coins, notes & gives change. £1.00 
per litre  

 

We also sell local meats, cheeses, yogurts and ice creams. 
And don’t forget to try our very own Meggy Moo’s sea salt 
butter 

Available 7am – 7pm, 7 days a week 

 Tel. 07908267410 www.meggymoosdairy.co.uk  

 
 
 

(contd.) 
  

Once this ‘on the day urgent’ appointment system has been 
trialled and successfully bedded in we will be looking at 
ways to improve the routine appointment system. 
  
The Team 

The Blandford Group Practice 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melodies Remembered runs on alternate Thursday afternoons 
at Shaftesbury Football. It is a fun sociable group for people liv-
ing with dementia and their carers and everyone is welcome. 
Please see attached flyer for more information. Our next group 
meetings are on 25th November and 9th December. We then 
have a break for Christmas and restart on Thursday 6th January 
2022.  
  
If you would like any more information, please get in touch and 
thank you for your support for our charity. 
  
Kind regards, 
Sally Nutbeem 
SDDFC Treasurer 
snutbeem@gmail.com 
07840 424148 

(contd. From page 1) 
 
The first acquisition is a letter written in September 1927 
by Florence Hardy to a Mr. Lea of Bockhampton portend-
ing Thomas Hardy’s death.  This documents the deterio-
rating health of her husband and she tells of a ‘very able 
London Doctor’ Sir Henry Head who had retired to Dorset 
and who was being particularly attentive to Hardy.  Sir 
Henry had advised that Hardy ‘ought not to see friends or 
any callers, two days in succession…[as]…the strain of a 
long conversation is very bad for his heart’. The letter is 
poignant in that it was written a little over four months 
before Hardy’s death on 14 January 1928 of a  cardiac-
related condition. 
 
The second acquisition is a set of 2 letters concerning the 
arrangements of the burial of the author in Poet’s Corner 
in Westminster Abbey. The exchange is between the Dean 
of Westminster and the Vicar of Fordingdon, the Rever-
end Richard Grosvenor Bartelot.  Dean writes to Rev Bar-
telot that his decision to permit Hardy’s burial in Poet’s 
Corner ‘has given rise to a great deal of controversy.  I am 
receiving every day furious protests on the ground that 
his teaching was anti-Christian and that he himself was 
not a Christian, that his moral standard was very low, 
etc.’.  He goes on to say that having previously ignored 
the criticism but now he had received a letter from the 
‘head of a great religious body’ so felt compelled to 
properly respond to Hardy’s detractors. 
 
The Reverend Bartelot replied that although convinced of 
Hardy’s essential Christianity, ‘he had never  been able to 
penetrate the armour’ and that ‘he [Hardy] absolutely 
refused to be “drawn” on religious matters’.  Hardy’s ash-
es were indeed interred in Westminster Abbey on 16 Jan-
uary 1928.  Underscoring Hardy’s undying associations 
with Dorset, a spadeful of soil, supplied by a local farm 
labourer Christopher Corbin was sprinkled on the casket. 
 
The third item acquired by DHC relates to Captain Thomas 
Hardy and is the proof copy of The Three Dorset Captains 
at Trafalgar by Broadley and Bartelot published in 
1906.  The book, now reprinted several times discusses 
the contributions at that critical sea battle of Captains 
Digby, Bullen and Hardy. The volume is particularly signifi-
cant because it contains annotated changes to the text 
along with correspondence between the authors as well 
as a manuscript letter from Thomas Masterman Hardy, 
Portesham’s most famous son, Flag Captain of the Victo-
ry.  Pasted into the front cover is a short note from Nelson 
himself (signing himself as the ‘Duke of Bronte’) in which 
he decries the ‘scoundrels’ who attacked the French am-
bassador’s carriage.  This is an important piece of Dorset 
and the UK’s maritime history and it is excellent news that 
it is now held here at the History Centre for the public to 
access. 
 
(see p1 for photos) 
With thanks to the Dorchester archives Trust 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Iwerne Stepleton Advent Carol Service on  

Sunday 5th December at 4pm.  

All are welcome and there will be Mince pies and mulled 

wine served after the service. 

Parking by the Stables please bring a torch to light your 

way.  



Parish Council News : 22 November 2021 Parish Clerk  

iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

Blue Badge Holders 

Dorset Council have been working on the ‘Blue Badge Car Park Charg-
ing Policy’. It has completed the document to the draft stage and needs 
feedback to make sure that it will work for Blue Badge holders. The 
policy will cover Dorset Council car parks, this does not include car 
parks in the Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole areas. 

 Cllr Gredley is the Parish Council member for these parking consulta-
tions, and if anybody has as a Blue Badge or are carers/drivers of Blue 
Badge holders and wish to further contribute or comment on the ‘Blue 
Badge Car Park Charging Policy’ can contact him at iwernecourt-
ney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk   It is really important that these policy makers 
capture the understanding of residents who use Blue Badges and by 
providing feedback about the proposed policy and how it may impact 

people positively or negatively. 

The Royal British Legion Blandford & District Branch 

A Veterans Hub has been created to support our military veterans, 
their families and dependents at the Blandford & District Branch of the 
Royal British Legion. This is an opportunity to meet fellow veterans 
over a cup of tea and people do not have to be a member of the Royal 
British Legion to access this.  The support team meet in the Poppy Sta-
bles of Legion House, Church Lane, Blandford Forum.   
Please contact Terry Clarkson (Branch Chairman) on 07914 067709 or 
email terryvonne@hotmail.com for further information. 
 
‘Let’s talk Winter ‘ #LetsTalkWinter  

There are NHS posters around the village and on the Parish website 
www.shroton.org for tips and ideas to stay safe and well over the com-
ing months.  I have left some card-size information/tips for staying safe 
in the village hall (servery hatch area) – there is unfortunately, a limited 
supply of these at this time.  Further advice can be obtained from the 
https://staywelldorset.nhs.uk/ site. 

 

Dorset Local Access Forum  

Work focuses on all access issues relevant to the county as well as 
those debated nationally. A range of local interests are considered, 
from walking, horse riding, cycling, horse carriage driving, 4X4 use, 
people with disabilities, young people, farmers, foresters, conservation, 
public health bodies, tourist organisations, and public transport teams. 
Anybody involved in public access to open spaces and rights of way.  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/rights-of-
way/dorset-local-access-forum/dorset-local-access-forum-1  Members 
of the LAF are all volunteers and include a range of people from the 
local community, including: landowners and land managers, access 
users such as walkers, cyclists & horse riders and those with other in-
terests, such as health and conservation.   This forum highlights how 
important the management and development of public rights of way 
and public greenspace is to local people. For further information con-
tact tara.hansford@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

 

Community Governance Review 

Readers may remember a short report from the Annual Parish Meeting 
in May 2021.  This review provided Parishes with an opportunity to 
determine whether its Parish Council needs to review its size (increase 
or decrease in the number of council members), the potential for cre-
ating new ward boundaries or warding arrangements, to change Parish 
names or creating/merging with another council (grouping or de-
grouping). The following timetable provides you with the dates for the 
completion of this review and the further opportunity to comment on 
draft recommendations. 

 

• Draft recommendations to Full Council – 15 Feb 2022  

• Public consultation on draft recommendations – 28 Febru-
ary 2022 to 23 May 2022 (12 weeks)  

• Final recommendations to Full Council - 14 July 2022  

 t was agreed in May 2021 that the current size of the joint 
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council enabled swift con-
sideration of issues and facilitated decision making, and that 
the council was operating effectively with no proposed chang-
es to the Ward Boundaries or the creation or merger with an-
other council. 

Gore Clump 

Local consultation is currently underway for approval on the improve-
ment works at Gore Clump by Compton Abbas airfield. The work to 
pull all the different landowners and stakeholder groups together has 
taken far too long, but now details on previous objections have been 
addressed the legal process of consultation can take place.  Dorset Cllr 
Somper has engaged with the four Parish Councils that this small but 
significant piece of land sits in; to ensure they have been kept in-
formed of all the planned work and are in regular discussion with 
Portfolio Holder and Highways Officers. Any works to the area will not 
require disruption (road closures) to surrounding roads i.e. A350/C13 
as the main work is to be completed away from the main road. 

Dorset Library Consultation – What do you want from your library? 

Dorset Council has launched a public consultation to inform how they 
develop and deliver their library service in the future. Library users 
and non-users are being asked to share their views on how they want 
to shape the use of libraries. The consultation runs from 25 October 
2021 to 7 January 2022.  It’s important to hear from as many people 
as possible including people who don’t ever use the service to under-
stand why and what can DC do to encourage more use.  
 
Link to the consultation 2021 (snapsurveys.com)   

 
Libraries are at the heart of our Dorset’s communities and provide 
highly valued services, including book lending, activities and events, 
reading groups, skills and learning, health and wellbeing, information 
provision, digital access and support, and art and cultural exhibi-
tions. People of all ages can enjoy all of this and more, within a safe 
and welcoming environment.   The current library strategy is 11 years 
old, and during those 11 years, there have been significant changes in 
public behaviour and digital technology, and the impacts of the 
Covid pandemic have been felt. This consultation seeks to look to the 
future of Dorset’s libraries – how can they best meet the needs of 
local residents and communities, now and over the next ten years? 
 

The Parish website – www.shroton.org  

Displays regular updates for Covid-19 advice and information, 
local government consultations, planning matters, countryside 
information, traffic & weather news together with details of 
the work and organisation of the Parish Council and what is 
happening in the village and local area.  You can contact con-
tact the Parish Council on iwernecourtney@dorset-
aptc.gov.uk  
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Village Hall News 
 
 
 
The Village Hall Committee have considered carefully the type of events we can run at the hall as we need to 
seriously consider the health and wellbeing of all villagers during this uncertain time. Therefore, we decided at 
our last meeting not to put on a Village Christmas Dinner this year due to real concerns about the number of 
people who would be in the hall at one time and given that it is not suitable at this time of the year to have 
doors and windows wide open to ensure adequate ventilation.  
 
Instead, we hope to run smaller events over the coming months. Starting with Carols outside on the Village Hall 
Patio accompanied by our wonderful local musicians, on Monday 20th December at 6pm followed by Mulled 
Wine and Mince Pies in the hall/on the patio  
(No charge - all courtesy of the Shroton Community Group). 
 
We are also holding a Brunch and Buy morning on Saturday 15th January where we will be selling bacon/
sausage rolls, croissants/toast, tea and coffee and giving people the opportunity to hire a table to sell their  
unwanted presents, children's toys, collectables, useful household items etc.  If you would like to book a table 
(just £2) then give me a ring on 860285. Hopefully lots of people will come and enjoy breakfast and catch up 
with friends and neighbours, have a browse and find a bargain!  
 
Future plans for February include a quiz by Andrew & Kathy Davis and a welcome return of Mike Scott’s Cake 
Fest, details of both these events will be in the January Lines. 
 
Finally the Village Hall Committee wishes you all a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to the New Year 
when hopefully the Village Hall will be fully functioning once more with lots of events for you to enjoy. 
 
Hazel Ward 

 

Carols at the Village Hall 
(On the Patio) 

Monday 20th December 6pm 
             Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come along and start off the Christmas festivities by joining with musicians to sing 

familiar Christmas Carols and Traditional Songs on the Village Hall Patio. Followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies (no charge).  



 

 

Breaking news: light has been shed on  
mystery limerick writer! 

 
Our Editor lives in Quince Cottage 
We should all pay her due homage 
The new Shroton Lines 
Magnificently shines 
Bravo Helen, lady of our age 
David Lloyd-Edwards 
 
But...these appeared in my inbox! 
  
The village has no speed limit 
And there’s no chance of a ticket 
Nobody really seems to care 
For them it’s neither here nor there 
But it just is not cricket 
Anon 
  
Tarquin from the Close should be in stocks 
For he never ever washes his socks 
Put the stocks near the pub 
Likewise give him a tub 
Then he can also rinse his frocks 
Anon 

A Village mystery 

This was sent in by Kathy Davies. Does anyone have any answers to 
her question? 

 
My colleague, Hugo Mieville, who lived at Greenground in Bes-
sells in the late 80s, remembers vividly the day that they moved 
into their house in 1986 that they were just settling down for a 
rest, surrounded by packing boxes, when the glam rock band 
Mud started a concert at Park Farm. 
  
I found this extraordinary and wondered if anyone knows any-
thing about it! 
  
PS Hugo sends his fond wishes to those in Shroton who may re-
member him 

Mea Maxima Culpa! 

I am  considering  contacting the  BMA  as I think that I  have proof of a 

side-effect of shingles that has hitherto been undiscovered: it affects 

one’s ability to think, type and write! For, I can think of no other rea-

son why I managed to re-name Jackie (for the 2nd time), forgot to add 

flour as an ingredient in the November recipe (it was rather a crucial 

item!) and congratulated Chris for having started a ukulele band in 

London and not Shroton. 

Anyway, if anyone finds any further errors in this edition, I still have 

spots…..and will continue to use this excuse for as long as I can get 

away with it! 

Helen 

Happy Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy 

Kwanzaa to one and all. 

PS New Photo competition: the best dressed 

Christmas pet photo. Prizes will be awarded! 



 
 
 
 
 



The Noble Cleaner 

All Domestic Cleaning Duties 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, General Daily Duties 

All ironing now undertaken, free collection and  deliveries 

(excludes weekends) 

 

Here to make life easier 

Please call Mrs Colborne 

01258 861651 or 07938 389250 

Coal Merchants 

Open Sacks delivered to your door 

Contact F Compton 

The Glen     

  

Berwick St John 

Shaftesbury 

SP7 0HD 

Please call with enquiries or orders 

01747 828353  or www.fcomptoncoal.co.uk 

Learn To Bake #RealBread with Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
I’ll teach you how to make and bake traditional bread from the comfort 
of your own home. I supply everything from flour to aprons (apart from 
the oven!)  
  
Catering for Individuals, Groups, Families, Demonstrations, Events & 
Parties  
  
Making life better one slice at a time          
M: 07925 911 881  
E:  Bake@FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk  
W: FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk                                 

NATURAL BEAUTY  

Mobile Beauty Therapist Beauty Treatments in the comfort of your 
own home 

 Manicure / Pedicure I Waxing I Shellac I Facials Massage I 
Lash/Brow Tinting IPamper Parties      

 

For more information : 07920269664  

kellyrbrady@hotmail.co.uk  

www.kellynaturalbeauty.co.uk 

A message about the Food bank from Ursula Goodall 

 

As the temperatures drop and the financial pressures of 

Christmas approach, please give generously to the food 

bank. 

The collection point for food and other items is in the 

porch of the church.. 

Over the last two years, there has been a 57% increase in  

the numbers of people accessing food banks in Dorset.. 

The volunteers who work in the centres report seeing a 

wider spectrum of people experiencing food poverty. 

 

Please  give generously this Christmas 

 

 

 

SHROTON OIL SCHEME  

Taking orders for delivery now  

Also available for free delivery:  

Water Softener Salt (Block and Tab-
lets) TOP-UP, Please don’t RUN OUT  

Tel: 01258 861285 for details 

Advertise your company or business 

here: contact Helen 

shrotonlines@gmail.com 

http://flourwatersalttime.co.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

offering  green waste disposal and the sale of top quality  

accredited topsoil and compost 

Onsite processing of materials produces excellent screened 10mm top-

soil, landscaping compost for domestic and commercial use and agri-

cultural spec compost. 

Also available, seasoned mix of hard and softwood logs, cut and split 

 

For more inf ormation    about our products and services, please  contact 

 

Rod: 01725 518673/07896 544197 or Andy 07766 163203 

www.newbournecompost.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWBOURNE FARM COMPOSTING 

 

 

 

 



“Blackberries should never be picked after Shroton Fair 
for the Devil has spat on them” 

 
Shroton Fair was held annually from 1261 on 25 and 26 
September until its eventual demise in the 1960s. 
 
It was one of the most important fairs in the West 
Country,  selling horses ( the Gypsies came every year 
and brought their horses over from Ireland), sheep, 
cattle and cheese. Many trades people brought the 
wares to sell....haberdashery and material, boots and 
shoes, pots and pans . 
 
It was also a hiring fair and the Main Street was lined 
with working men and women from miles around hop-
ing to be hired for the coming year to work both on 
farms and in the numerous big houses.  
 
The Portman Hunt started their season on the second 
day from the Fairfield and crowds would come and 
meet the Hounds. 
 
Once trading had finished the pleasure fair entertained 
people with shooting galleries, swings, roundabouts.  
 
In 1767 a travelling menagerie arrived to show off their 
lions, tigers, hyenas and elephants. Sanger’s moving 
Waxworks exhibited in 1870, bringing 700 life size mod-
els plus an accompanying Brass Band. 
 
School children from all around were given a holiday to 
attend Shroton Fair. 
 
The buildings in the centre of the field were used as a 
Pub and another as a ‘Ballroom’ where the girls of the 
neighbourhood would attend dances and meet their 
future husband. 
 
Next time you are walking through the Fairfield, just 
take a moment to imagine the spectacle and the noise 
that would have been present on the Fairfield 200 years 
ago 
If you would like to know more about this, contact  
Judith (861565) 

Messages from St Mary’s 

 

A Home Made Christmas 

Easy crafts to make for your home or to give 

away. 

Thursday 2nd December 

4 - 6 pm in church 

£2 to cover refreshments and materials 

Book with Jan on jan@ fourways.plus.com 

 

Candlelit Carol Service 

6 pm Sunday 19th December 

Mince pies and mulled wine 

 

Midnight Communion 

11.30 pm on Christmas Eve 

A traditional Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Day Service 10 am 

A more informal communion service for all 

With craft bags for children. 

 

Boxing Day 

10am Holy Communion for the Benefice. 

Many thanks to the merry band of Shroton Litter Pickers who gave 

up their time on a Sunday morning to help keep the village spot-

less.  Once again, we found the bulk of the litter on the verges of the 

roads entering the village and in the car park opposite the church, 

suggesting it’s visitors rather than natives who are at fault!  The next 

Shroton Litter Pick will take place in the Spring – I look forward to 

seeing some of you there.  

Caroline Barrett 

 

Many of our readers will remember Revd. Mark Perry, who was our curate several years ago. Mark went on to join the RAF 
as a Chaplain. 
  
Mark has just let us know that the Priory of St John have awarded him the Service Medal of the Order of St John. This medal 
recognises conspicuous and long service to the Faith and to Humanity. More details can be found at  

 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_Medal_of_the_Order_of_St_John 

  
Congratulations, Mark! Well done! 

http://fourways.plus.com/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_Medal_of_the_Order_of_St_John


Poetry, please, by Caroline Barrett 

 

I make no apologies for turning to Thomas Hardy 
again this month, as the poem below is the perfect 
celebration of the true spirit of Christmas in a rural 
setting like ours.  He wrote the poem in 1915 and it 
was first published in ‘The Times’ on Christmas Eve of 
that year – it must have provided a very welcome con-
trast to the horrors of the First World War which 
would have dominated the newspapers then.  

 

Hardy’s writing usually tends towards gloom and pes-
simism but in this poem he conjures up a touching 
image of cattle in “their strawy pen” kneeling in won-
der on Christmas Eve in homage to the infant Christ.  
This superstition was still believed by many Dorset 
people during the C19th – Hardy probably first heard 
it at his grandfather’s knee when living in the cottage 
in Higher Bockhampton, near Dorchester, his family 
home. He associates this picture with a nostalgic 
childhood past but ends the poem with the assertion 
that, in his more mature years (he was 75 when he 
wrote the poem), he still wishes to go to “the lonely 
barton by yonder coomb” to watch the oxen kneel.  
Although he knows the old superstition is almost cer-
tainly not true, he “hop[es] it might be so” – and his 
poem makes the picture come alive for us in our im-
aginations if not in reality. 

 
The Oxen 
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 
“Now they are all on their knees,” 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in hearthside ease. 
 
We pictured the meek mild creatures where 
They dwelt in their strawy pen, 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
To doubt they were kneeling then. 
 
So fair a fancy few would weave 
In these years! Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas Eve, 
“Come; see the oxen kneel, 
 
“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 
Our childhood used to know,” 
I should go with him in the gloom, 
Hoping it might be so. 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT RDA 

Enriching lives through horses 

At Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA), our horses bene-

fit the lives of over 25,000 disabled children and adults. With 

fun activities like riding and carriage driving, we provide thera-

py, fitness, skills development and opportunities for achieve-

ment – all supported by 18,000 amazing volunteers and quali-

fied coaches at nearly 500 RDA centres all over the UK. 

RDA is an inclusive and diverse organisation. We welcome cli-

ents with physical and learning disabilities and autism, and 

there are no age restrictions. Through our network of member 

groups, RDA is at work in every corner of the UK, in our cities 

and remote rural areas, bringing the therapy, achievement 

and fun of horses to as many people as we can. 

We are a charity, and we can only carry out our life-changing 

activities thanks to the generosity of our donors, the dedica-

tion of our volunteers and the good nature of our fantastic 

horses. 

 

If you are interested in the charity, please contact Caroline 

Barrett or Maria Sullivan 

 

https://www.rda.org.uk/ 

Another date for the diary 

 

 

The Hanford Group of Riding 

for the Disabled Association are 

holding their Christmas fair in the Village Hall on  

Saturday 4th December from 10 to 12 pm 

 

Come along to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with some 

homemade cakes while you browse the stalls selling all 

sorts of Christmas fares, including books and Christmas 

door wreaths 

All welcome! 


