
The Shroton Lines 
The Shroton Lines is a community newspaper which celebrates the life of the vil-

lage and its inhabitants. It is compiled by local volunteers and provides infor-

mation and news. Those of us who are involved with the creation of the Lines are 

hugely grateful for everyone who contributes and particularly to Emma who is re-

sponsible for printing it. Contact: shrotonlines@gmail.com. Editor: Helen Christmas, 

Quince Cottage, The Corner. Please do submit stories, recipes and letters! 
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Dates : March 

Main village & Bessells 

Mon 7  Recycling 

Mon 14 Rubbish 

Mon 21 Recycling 

Mon 28 Rubbish 

 

The Corner & Courtney Close 

Weds 2 Recycling 

Weds 9 Rubbish 

Weds 16 Recycling 

Weds  23 Rubbish 

   

Garden waste (all) 

March 

Weds 9 

Weds 23 

 

Dates for your diary! 

 

Wednesday mornings: coffee 

and chat in the village hall : 

10.30—12. All welcome.! 

 

Monday 28th March 

Lunch and Chat. This is a lovely 

social event for older residents  

in the village. Please contact 

the organisers for more de-

tails: 

Ena: 861309 

Barbara (transport; 8636443 

 

Sat 5: Bring & Buy 

Sat 5: Yard sale  

Sun 6: Yard sale 

Sat 12: Litter pick 

Fri 18: Quiz 

Sun 27: Mothering Sunday 

 

 

How is Shroton going to celebrate  
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee? 

  

As we battle against the February storms, the warm days of June seem a long way 
off but in no time at all the Platinum Jubilee extended weekend (2nd to 5th June) 
will be here, and I know many people in Shroton are already thinking of ways of 
marking this once-in-a-lifetime historical event, including a party on the Glebe 
which is under discussion by the Village Hall Committee. 
 
 At the parish council meeting last week we discussed three ideas: 
·       The planting of patriotic flowers in a designated area of the Glebe, which  
Judith is currently looking into. 
·       The creation of red, white and blue bunting, preferably made from recycled 
materials, to decorate our gardens and the Glebe.  Perhaps we could have a get-
together to drink tea, eat cake and sew bunting? 
·       A competition, with a prize for the most patriotic front garden in Shroton!  
 

If anyone is interested in any of these projects, please contact me 
(carolinebarrett59@gmail.com) or Judith Hewitt.   

 
Lizzie Kingsbury is the duty flower person for St Mary’s Church over the Jubilee 
weekend, and as well as garnering her usual team and its supporters to pull out all 
the stops for this, she would also love to hear from other residents who might like 
to help dress the Church for this momentous commemoration.  Lizzie is also hop-
ing that some of the children (and their parents) in the village will help her to dec-
orate a tree as the children’s contribution to the flower event in the church.  
 
I look forward to celebrating in style in June – and to having fun during our prepa-
rations for celebration! 

Caroline  

Actions sometimes speak louder than words 

Three Shroton inhabitants received citations for 

bravery for their actions in the tragic fire in the 

village last  September.  

Chris Middle was awarded a bronze medal from 

the Society for the Protection of Life from Fire 

and he, Trevor Hewitt and Matthew House re-

ceived Chief Fire Office commendations for their 

selfless actions.   

With thanks to the Bournemouth Echo 



Laughter is (sometimes) the best medicine! 

A pair of cows were talking in the field. One says, “Have you 
heard about the mad cow disease that’s going around?” 

“Yeah,” the other cow says. “Makes me glad I’m a penguin.” 

 

A man went into a seafood restaurant and asked for a lobster tail. 

The waitress smiled sweetly and said, “Once upon a time there 

was this handsome lobster…”  

Meggy Moo’s Park Farm,   

Bessells Lane,  
Shroton  
DT11 8TP  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you looking to reduce your plastic waste & food miles? 

Try our new self-service milk vending machine.  

Fresh, pasteurised Whole or Semi-Skimmed milk, dis-
pensed straight into a reusable glass bottle, recyclable 
polybottle or bring your own clean container from home. 

 Simple to use, accepts coins, notes & gives change. £1.00 
per litre  

 

We also sell local meats, cheeses, yogurts and ice creams. 
And don’t forget to try our very own Meggy Moo’s sea salt 
butter 

Available 7am – 7pm, 7 days a week 

 Tel. 07908267410 www.meggymoosdairy.co.uk  

 
 
 

One foot in front of the other….or Best foot forward! 

 

At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying 

up and getting out to walk in the beautiful English Country-

side again, but where to find new and interesting walks?  

Walking in Dorset  https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/

dorset has hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it 

also has books of walks, details of all the walking groups in 

the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on 

your own or with a group all the information is there in one 

place.  

John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so 

much walking information on the web but it is difficult to 

find. Walking in Dorset  (part of the Walking in England web-

site) has brought it together in one place so whether you are 

walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to 

find a walk suitable for you’. 

With walks of  half a mile to 12 miles  long, plus advice for 

pushchair and wheelchair users, everyone can find a walk to 

suit them. 

So,  home or away, get walking! 

John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

A fresh NEWS start? 

As some of you know, we have an arrangement with Jeans 
Newsagent up in Shaftesbury where they deliver a one-stop 
drop of newspapers to our bus shelter each day. I set up this 
newspaper scheme about five years ago and we have ap-
prox 20 people who initially joined. Others have added to 
our number. Until fairly recently it's run quite well (the 
weekend delivery excepted!) with papers arriving some-
where between 7.30 and 8.30am. However, lately the ser-
vice has become unreliable. I have complained to Steve 
Thornton many times up at the newsagent's and he always 
has a different explanation for why the papers were late (or 
didn't come at all). Whatever the truth may be, the overall 
impression I'm always left with after talking to Steve is that 
we can complain away but where are we going to go? In 
other words, we can take it or leave it. 

So I'm wondering if now is the time to look elsewhere, if 
indeed there is anywhere else to look. If anyone has any 
bright ideas about this please get in touch with me on 
863892. Look forward to hearing from you. 

Chris Pearson 

Panto update 
I’m sorry to say the panto is being postponed again. 

Matthew (husband) is recovering from a recent oper-

ation and the Jubilee celebrations clash with panto 

rehearsals and performances. So, back to the usual 

January date and something to look forward to. I 

have a list of people who were keen to act/help be-

hind the scenes. If you’ve changed your mind or if 

you haven’t contacted me and are keen to be in-

volved in any way then please let me know. Many 

thanks. Emma House emmahouse1@outlook.com  

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/dorset
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/dorset
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/


Parish Council News  

18 February 2022 Parish Clerk iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

 

Local communities asked to highlight their local heritage   Residents across the whole of Dorset will now be able to nominate locally important build-
ings, structures, designed landscapes, sites and places to be considered on new Local Heritage Lists. The idea is to make it easy for everyone to nomi-
nate and celebrate the heritage that is important to their local area. Dorset’s economy relies on the historic towns, seaside resorts, villages, and land-
scapes to draw hundreds of thousands of tourists every year – this heritage is a big part of what makes our county so special.  Please go to the links be-
low for more information and guidance on how to nominate a building or structure for this project. 

 

Dorset Council Governance Review – Public Consultation up to 23 May 2022   Readers may remember being advised of this review toward the end of 
2021 and the Parish Council’s response to questions about the current size of the Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council.  This Governance Review 
was unanimously approved by Dorset Council on 15 February 2022 and is now open to public consultation.  The size of the Parish Council (number of 
councillors) has been revised.  The link for making your comments about the recommendations including boundary changes, the number of parish or 
town councillors, changing the name of a council or grouping other parish/town councils is dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/community-governance-review  For 
a paper questionnaire please call 01305 221000 or ask at your local library. 

Dorset Council Budget 2022 – 2023   The council’s budget for next financial year (2022-23) was approved at the Full Dorset Council meeting on 15 Feb-
ruary 2022.This budget includes: a 10% increase for adult social care – to fund the rising need for social care in the local population and the rising costs 
of providing this care 

a 4% increase for children’s services – to fund improvements to support children in care and children with special educational needs and disabilities 

£10m capital investment over the next 5 years to help fund the delivery of the council’s climate and ecological emergency action plan 

an extra £0.75 million for housing to support the development of more new homes with our Registered Providers and the supply of better value 
temporary accommodation from the private rented sector. 

Dorset residents can help improve digital healthcare services 

A consultation survey currently exists for Dorset residents to provide their views on digital healthcare services.  People’s views on digital health, mental 
health and well-being services, as well as services for people who care for others are required to inform the NHS of improvements for services.  Further 
information on the survey can be requested by emailing ourdorsetdigital@DorsetCCG.nhs.uk  

 

Planning Applications – the process once again – this was requested by a resident of the village.   

Residents will be aware of changes to the processes for Planning Applications.  Dorset Council have been asked to explain whether the process for con-
sidering planning applications could include local MP’s and whether there is a role for them to be part of the determination of an application.  Below is 
an extract of guidance, written by the member (portfolio holder) for Dorset Council Planning:  

 
‘All planning applications are considered on their merits and must be determined in line with adopted Local and Neighbourhood Plans, unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise. There is a statutory 21-day consultation period for planning applications, and Parish Councils are notified of all 
planning applications in their area.  

The officer’s report for each application sets out how the application has been assessed, and how any concerns raised in representations have been tak-
en into account. The Council’s ‘scheme of delegation’ (which is on the website) ensures a higher level of scrutiny for applications where the Parish 
Council’s view differs from the officer recommendation: for these applications, there is a consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the relevant 
planning committee, and Dorset Council ward members, before a decision is taken as to whether the application should be referred to the planning 
committee.  

The Council also offers a pre-application advice service. One of the aims of pre-application advice is to improve the quality of development in Dorset, by 
helping to shape proposals at an early stage.  

No decisions are made at the pre-application stage. Pre-application advice is made publicly available online once a related planning application is re-
ceived, subject to commercial confidentiality rules.  

As Planning is a Local Authority function and not a national one, no additional weight is given to any influence from Members of Parliament, which is 
evidenced by there not being a separate slot for them to speak at Planning committees. 

 
Cllr Jane Somper writes ‘I hope that this gives you reassurance that there is no manipulation of planning applications through the system and that all are 
given unbiased consideration either by an Area Committee (if that is triggered through the constitution) or under delegated powers carried out by unbi-
ased, highly qualified Planning officers’ (January 2022) 

 
The Parish website – www.shroton.org  

Displays regular updates for Covid-19 advice and information, local government consultations, planning matters, countryside information, traffic & 
weather news together with details of the work and organisation of the Parish Council and what is happening in the village and local area.  You can con-
tact a member of the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk on iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2022/02/14/local-communities-asked-to-highlight-their-local-heritage/  
 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/how-to-nominate-an-asset-for-the-local-list?p_l_back_url=%2Fsearch%3Fq%
3Dnominate%2Bheritage  

mailto:iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
http://dorsetcouncil.gov./dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/community-governance-review
http://dorsetcouncil.gov./dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/community-governance-review
mailto:ourdorsetdigital@DorsetCCG.nhs.uk
http://www.shroton.org
mailto:iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2022/02/14/local-communities-asked-to-highlight-their-local-heritage/
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/how-to-nominate-an-asset-for-the-local-list?p_l_back_url=%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dnominate%2Bheritage
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/how-to-nominate-an-asset-for-the-local-list?p_l_back_url=%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dnominate%2Bheritage


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melodies Remembered runs on alternate Thursday afternoons 
at Shaftesbury Football. It is a fun sociable group for people liv-
ing with dementia and their carers and everyone is welcome. 
Please see attached flyer for more information. Our next group 
meetings are on 25th November and 9th December. We then 
have a break for Christmas and restart on Thursday 6th January 
2022.  
  
If you would like any more information, please get in touch and 
thank you for your support for our charity. 
  
Kind regards, 
Sally Nutbeem 
SDDFC Treasurer 
snutbeem@gmail.com 
07840 424148 

Attention all stamp collectors: or those who like to keep a 
stock of stamps just in case…… 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Scott spotted this in Martin Lewis’ money website. 
Many thanks, Mike: 
 
Millions of 1st and 2nd class stamps to be axed  
 
Households have until January 31st to use up any existing 
Royal Mail stamps - including seasonal ones such as Christ-
mas stamps, under a major shake up to boost security.  
 
After January 31 next year, stamps with the Queen's head 
and '1st' or '2nd' class written on them will no longer be usa-
ble, meaning to use them, you will have to pay a surcharge.  
 
The only exception is 'special' commemorative stamps such 
as the Doctor Who collection, as these will continue to be 
accepted after January 31, 2023.  
 
Royal Mail will let you 'swap out' any stamps that are due to 
expire for free.  
You will be able to exchange current stamps for barcoded 
ones for free under Royal Mail's new 'Swap Out ' scheme 
which opens on March 31, 2022 and will run until March 31, 
2023. 
  
This will be via a 'Swap Out' form on the Royal Mail website 
or contact Mike Scott (861285) for a printed copy after 
March 31. 

Message from Jason about log deliveries 

 

 

 

 

The final log delivery for the season took place on the 12th of 

February. 

 

We are continuing to look for a new site to store the logs. 

 

 I will not be able to accept any log bags back after the end of 

Feb as I will have to work out how to dispose of them. So if you 

want to return them please do so asap.  

 

Calling all Shroton Litter Pickers!  
  
If you’re free to do a little gentle litter picking on Saturday 
12th March, please meet me near the play area at 
2.30pm.  I’ll bring black bin bags and a spare litter picking 
device! 

  
I hope to see some of you there. 
  
Many thanks, 
Caroline 

The March Edition 

I would love to have ideas for recipes to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum celebrations. Coronation chicken was created by Cor-

don Bleu London to be served at the Coronation lunch under 

the auspices of Rosemary Hume who had established the 

school in 1933. 

Any ideas for this celebration?  (See page 6) 



The Long Farewell 

Finally, after many false starts, we are having our ‘yard’ sale  
(to Americanise it!) on Sat/Sun 5/6th March. 
  
It will be our last weekend as a family in the village, after 38 years. 
The first 28 of which were spent at Shroton Cottage, which our par-
ents bought as a wreck at auction in 1984 and transformed into a 
beautiful family home, and which still we miss a great deal – as of 
course we do, our beloved parents who loved this village so much. 
  
We’ll be selling kitchen items, décor including vases and ornaments, 
books, paintings, some tools and garden equipment, glassware and 
crockery. We also have several items of children’s clothes (some love-
ly dresses never worn) and men and women’s clothes inc jumpers, 
shoes, dresses, jeans, coats. 
  
Please do come to peruse and have a glass of wine, or two. 
  
5 Courtney Close – from 10am – 4pm Saturday and 11am – 2pm Sun-
day. 
  
Josie and Alastair Goodbody 
 

Shroton Poppy collection 

 

 

 

We have raised almost  £250 in the 2021 poppy collec-

tion. Thank you for your generous support of this very 

worthwhile cause 

 

Jim Bird 

 

  HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Help us to 

celebrate by knitting and crafting! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a keen crafter looking for your next project? 

Why not join in and help us to create items to cele-

brate the big event of the year! You can knit, cro-

chet or sew members of the Royal Family, their 

pets, crowns, ‘houses’, bunting, tea cozies or other 

items for a Royal Tea Party – no limits to your imagi-

nation! Think of sunny days in June when we will 

celebrate by organising a special event or two to 

show off your donated creations, and let your imagi-

nation take over. 

All items will then be sold to raise money for Royal 

Voluntary Service and our work in the community. 

So please spread the word, get started and let me 

know what you are making; photos are always great 

and look good on our Facebook page. 

Any questions please contact Maria Jacobson, Ser-

vice Manager Dorset Home Library Service, tel. 

07786 635154 or e-mail ma-

ria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

SHROTON PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS  
Thursday 2 June – Sunday 5 June 

 
 
 
 

  
 

A programme of village events is being put together to mark the Jubi-
lee. All the various village groups and committees are collaborating to 
celebrate this extraordinary event and to renew the village communi-
ty spirit after what has been a difficult couple of year. 
  

  Events are to include a Jubilee exhibition in the village hall, the 
lighting of a beacon on Hambledon Hill (with transport up the hill for 
some), flower displays in the church, several sessions of live music at 
the pub, something musical in the church, the possibility of a live link 
up to the Jubilee concert held in London, BBQs, bars …. 
  

The final fling will be a church service celebrating the Queen followed 
by Jubilee Lunch in the centre of the village on Sunday 5th June. This 
will include games/races, make-a-crown Competition, music plus 
more.  
  

There will also be a competition for a Jubilee design to go on a Shrot-
on commemorative mug. Details to follow, but get your thinking caps/
crowns on! 
  

We would love to hear your ideas and offers of help are VERY wel-
come.   
  

Please contact Emma House emmahouse1@outlook.com   or 

 John Simmons johnatfourways@outlook.com 

mailto:maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
mailto:maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
mailto:emmahouse1@outlook.com


Between the Lines: An interview with Wilfrid Shon, owner of  

Shroton Fair Gin® 

As many of you already know, Wilfrid has recently  opened a new 
company based at  The Old Glasshouse, Ash 
Farm Courtyard and so he seemed to be the 
ideal person to interview.  He was kind 
enough to answer lots of questions I had! 
Read on…. 

What was the inspiration behind starting 
your own gin company? 

I’ve always loved working behind the bar at 

weddings, in pubs & restaurants. I had imag-

ined that at some point in the future I’d very 

much enjoy opening a brewery, vineyard, or 

distillery. What fun it would be to try out 

new recipes and add in quirky ingredients that you’ve chosen yourself, 

and watch a project grow from an idea into something tangible. How-

ever, in Summer 2020, I had a thought—why wait? Why not do it 

now? Once I realised this was a possibility, and not something re-

served for later life, the thought of working for anybody else evapo-

rated, and the search for a recipe began.  

What has been the most challenging part of the journey? 

The most challenging part of ‘the journey’ so far has also in fact been 

the most rewarding. This is the process of developing an abstract idea 

into a concrete brand and product, shaping the details that are within 

your control—not just to make the result simply ‘satisfactory’ but to 

create a Gin that you’d be delighted to purchase, receive, and drink 

yourself.  

Have you lived in this area for long? 

I was brought up in Dorset and spent five years in Yorkshire for under-

graduate and postgraduate study. Once I’d had the initial idea of mak-

ing a Gin, though, I felt it was time to come home, get to work and 

focus on making the concept of Shroton Fair Gin® a reality.  

What are your ambitions for the company? 

My motivation is to keep producing a delicious high-quality Gin and 

share it with as many people as possible. Rural Dorset is famed for its 

artisan craft producers and my objective is to expand this into the 

domain of spirits. I want my Gin to be exceptional.  

Tell me a little about the choice of name. Was this your first choice? 

Having been brought up in Shroton and educated in the area, I want-
ed to tie my product to the idyllic village where I was fortunate 
enough to spend my childhood. When conducting research into the 
village’s history, I was drawn to the story of Shroton Fair. This lost 
piece of Dorset heritage has all but vanished from collective memory, 
but I was amazed to discover that it had been a feature of local life for 
over 700 years. Judith Hewitt kindly helped me to find out more about 
the travelling menagerie that came to Shroton in 1767, bringing a Roy-
al Bengal Tiger to our village. I was excited by the idea that that the 
tiger’s stall would have been pitched almost exactly where the Shrot-
on Cricket Club is now found. It took eight months of alchemy in our 
kitchen to create my unique recipe— but at the end of it Shroton Fair 
Gin® was born.  

 

(contd.) 

(contd.) 

How would you sum up the unique taste of your gin in 
three words? 

Warming, Piquant, Aromatic  

Other than gin, what is your favourite tipple? 

On a hot summer’s day, I think it’s hard to beat a cool, 

crisp pint of Camden Hells lager (aside from my Gin of 

course!) 

And most importantly (!), where and when can I buy a 

bottle?  

We are open every Friday & Saturday 09:00-12:00 at Ash 

Farm Courtyard, Stourpaine, DT11 8PW. We offer 5cl or 

70cl bottles of Zummit Dry® for you to savour. Pop along 

and see where your local Gin is distilled!  

 

 



Between The Lines by Caroline Barrett 
 
 
 I thought this month’s poem should be an uplifting and patriotic 
one, something to inspire Shroton’s efforts to celebrate our Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee in style in June.  
 
(Warning for any republicans out there – this is not the poem for 
you!)   
 
I’ve loved the Queen for as long as I can remember.  My maternal 
grandmother was a huge fan of the Queen (and of all things royal)  – 
I used to look with fascination as a small child at the images on the 
brightly-coloured calendar we gave her every year for her birthday, 
which featured pictures of the Queen in every kind of hat.  But 
enough of my monarch memorabilia – on with the poem. 
 
Written in 1887 by the then Poet Laureate Alfred Lord Tennyson, 
this poem celebrates Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in rousing 
terms.  Not all of them are transferable to Queen Elizabeth II’s Plati-
num Jubilee – obviously we have to replace the “fifty” in the open-
ing lines with “seventy”, and it’s a while since Britain’s monarch 
held the title Empress of India – but I do believe our Queen de-
serves to share the accolade: “All is gracious, gentle, great and 
queenly”. The poem’s tone and style is very Victorian, as is its length 
– I’ve cut the original poem by half.  It might not appeal to more 
modern tastes but a Platinum Jubilee is surely a chance to think 
about traditional things, and celebrate times gone by, even if the 
views held then are very different to those we have now.  And after 
the grim times we’ve all endured over the last two years, perhaps 
we need the optimistic message of the poem’s final lines.  
 
On the Jubilee of Queen Victoria (1887) by Alfred Lord Tennyson  
 
                        I. 
      Fifty times the rose has flower'd and faded, 
      Fifty times the golden harvest fallen, 
      Since our Queen assumed the globe, the sceptre. 
 
                        II. 
            She beloved for a kindliness 
            Rare in fable or history, 
            Queen, and Empress of India, 
            Crown'd so long with a diadem 
            Never worn by a worthier, 
            Now with prosperous auguries 
            Comes at last to the bounteous 
            Crowning year of her Jubilee. 
                        

 III. 
      Nothing of the lawless, of the despot, 
      Nothing of the vulgar, or vainglorious, 
      All is gracious, gentle, great and queenly. 

 
IV. 

            You then joyfully, all of you, 

            Set the mountain aflame to-night, 

            Shoot your stars to the firmament, 

            Deck your houses, illuminate 

            All your towns for a festival, 

            And in each let a multitude 

            Loyal, each, to the heart of it, 

            One full voice of allegiance, 

            Hail the fair Ceremonial 

                            V. 
      Queen, as true to womanhood as Queenhood, 
      Glorying in the glories of her people, 
      Sorrowing with the sorrows of the lowest! 
 
                        XI. 
      Are there thunders moaning in the distance? 
      Are there spectres moving in the darkness? 
      Trust the Hand of Light will lead her people, 
      Till the thunders pass, the spectres vanish, 
      And the Light is Victor, and the darkness 
      Dawns into the Jubilee of the Ages. 

Dear Patients 
  
We don’t yet know whether the current Covid-19 
rules for NHS settings will change and until this is 
confirmed please continue to: 
  
• Wear your mask in the surgery 

• Keep a safe distance from others when in the sur-
gery 

• Avoid attending for appointments if you are Covid 
positive 

  

This request is in the best interest of patient safety 
and in particular to protect those whose immune 
systems are weak or compromised. 
  
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Help needed! 

It is a truth universally acknowledged that small communities 

like ours run smoothly and successfully because of the energy 

and commitment of a small number of people. 

We have a marvellous number of people in Shroton who give 

time and energy to running events, committees and organisa-

tions, but we always need new people. 

There are lots of reasons why you may not be able to give 

time to village life: full time jobs, families, health….the list 

goes on. 

But...if you were able to volunteer or help, we would be really 

grateful…..and you might even enjoy it! 

We are desperately seeking not Susan, but a treasurer for the 

village hall committee. If you are interested, in knowing more 

about this role, please get in touch with Hazel (….)  

For more information about village committees, contact me . 

Helen  



 

The Roller in the Woods 

A poem by Kit  Wright 

Who would imagine a cricket ground 
Had ever existed here, 
Folded into a farm on the downland pasture, 
Lapping the edge of the oakwood 
And the buttercup-quilted rides? 
For the Toll is returned to plough 
After a century of combat, 
Sown to a sea of blue-green waves 
Beneath which it lies drowned. 
And now, 
Stick nor stone of the old pavilion, 
Hook nor slat of the scoreboard left: 
Never an echo of tumbling children, 
Tattle of Edwardians, 
Knocking their pipes out on the rough deal benches. 

Foaming hawthorn and rhododendron 
Have colonised the field-edge, spreading 
Through copper beech and flowering chestnut 
And adventitious saplings. 
Where 
Is the camaraderie 
Of the side I played for so often here: 

Their thunderous blows and heroical overs, 
The days that flowed with sun and wind: 
Stalemates in dismal drizzle, 
And the finger of death uplifted in the dusk? 

Where, 
I might ask, 
Are Nobby and Dave and the Colonel and Phil, 
The two Pauls and the one and only 
Moggy Worsfold and Arthur Spark? 
I have failed to raise them 
By staring out at the level meadow 
As if I were Cadmus who had sown 
The dragon's teeth and awaited 
His armed men springing from the earth. 

But I did untangle my way 
Through the canopied darkness of what had been 
The boundary. Among the laurel bushes 
And snagging goose-grass and rabbit holes, 
I found what I'd forgotten, hidden 
Under a wide oak. For this 

Was what they could not lightly move 
In the rhythm of abandonment: 
Here was the deep ground-bass and the solemn 
Measure of constancy, foundry-born, 
That had lasted so long. 
And I laid 
My arms across the surface, feeling 
Under the rust and dust and pollen, 
The summers that never seemed to move 
And all the years gone by to the creak of iron. 

 

Shroton Cricket Club  

We are at that time of year when preparations for the forth-
coming season are underway.  We are looking to provide junior 
training on a Friday night again, with under 9, 11, 13 and 15 
teams playing in the North Dorset leagues, for those who are 
keen.   

The Club also intends to enter a team into the Ranston evening 
league, playing on a Wednesday night, encouraging older jun-
iors to play alongside more experienced adults.  

There are also a number of weekend friendly fixtures in our 
cricket calendar; so If you are interested in trying cricket, want 
to dust off your whites or would be keen to learn more about 
the Club and what we provide, please contact  

Christine Ball – 01258 860104  

 Ailsa Boardman-Hirst – 07917 743175.  

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

MARCH 27TH 

 

ST. MARY’S SHROTON 

 

9.30am for croissants and hot drinks 

 

10am start of service 

 

An Informal celebration for all. 
Visitors to the village are warmly  

welcome 
 
 

 
 



 

 

A monthly  article by Malcolm Trowbridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How I look forward to the start of spring after those dark 
and miserable days past. Over these last couple of weeks 
I've noticed the birds breaking into song in the hope of 
attracting a nesting partner.  
 
I find spring in the garden seems to come earlier each 
year and maybe this is the result of climate change with 
milder weather and fewer frosty nights, and this can if 
we're not careful give us false information about what to 
do in respect of pruning and seed sowing etc. 
 
Nevertheless, there are things to be going on with and 
completing jobs such as fruit tree pruning and rose prun-
ing. If you’re lucky enough to have peaches then they will 
be flowering early and need attention very soon, cutting 
out any old wood that hasn’t produced good growth to 
tie in. Autumn raspberries need cutting back to ground 
level and a good helping of mulch is beneficial.  Sweet 
peas are underway and in the cold end of the greenhouse 
as I like to start them early although I'll have to pinch 
them out at some stage to hold them back, but they'll 
end up being trained up canes later to produce nice long 
stems and large flowers. 
 
I've just sown a few lettuces to keep the salad crop alive 
as the rocket has been such a good grower all through 
the winter and is a good accompaniment. 
 
Plenty of time yet but if you have a heated greenhouse a 
few showings can be made but don't get carried away! 

The Shroton History section  

Crown Cottage 

 
The date of this old building is un-
known and the left-hand side of the 
cottage still has a cellar where the 
beer/ cider was kept. 

In 1714 Edward New paid £10 for a 
Victualler licence ( to sell alcohol) 
and in 1744 the will of Edward New, 
Husbandman and Carpenter gave an 
itemised list of property including beer making equipment, 
tables for Shroton Fayre, shop chamber and a saw pit so I have 
deduced that he  owned (leased) The Crown from the Lord of 
the Manor, Lord Rivers (although it may not have been called 
The Crown at that time) 

 
The Painter family took over the lease in about 1801 and lived 
in the property for over 145 years! The 1881 census describes 
Edwin Painter as Carpenter and Inn Keeper employing 4 men. 
The Crown cottage was described as having buildings, shop, 
saw pit and gardens. 

 
The Crown was known to have been traditionally a Cider Pub in 
the 1900s and in1945, The Crown was converted into two 
houses by Harry C Painter. 

 
Colonel Campbell purchased Crown Cottage in the 1950s and 
the Saw pit became his garage.  
 
Judith 
 
Please let Judith or Helen know if you have an interest in Shrot-
on History or if you are fascinated by any building or part of the 
village.  It would be lovely to hear from residents who remem-
ber a different village and community! 
Thank you. 



The Noble Cleaner 

All Domestic Cleaning Duties 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, General Daily Duties 

All ironing now undertaken, free collection and  deliveries 

(excludes weekends) 

 

Here to make life easier 

Please call Mrs Colborne 

01258 861651 or 07938 389250 

Coal Merchants 

Open Sacks delivered to your door 

Contact F Compton 

The Glen     

  

Berwick St John 

Shaftesbury 

SP7 0HD 

Please call with enquiries or orders 

01747 828353  or www.fcomptoncoal.co.uk 

Learn To Bake #RealBread with Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
I’ll teach you how to make and bake traditional bread from the comfort 
of your own home. I supply everything from flour to aprons (apart from 
the oven!)  
  
Catering for Individuals, Groups, Families, Demonstrations, Events & 
Parties  
  
Making life better one slice at a time          
M: 07925 911 881  
E:  Bake@FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk  
W: FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk                                 

NATURAL BEAUTY  

Mobile Beauty Therapist Beauty Treatments in the comfort of your 
own home 

 Manicure / Pedicure I Waxing I Shellac I Facials Massage I 
Lash/Brow Tinting IPamper Parties      

 

For more information : 07920269664  

kellyrbrady@hotmail.co.uk  

www.kellynaturalbeauty.co.uk 

A message about the Food bank from Ursula Goodall 

 

As  everyone begins to feel the pinch with food, fuel and 

living costs rising, it would be marvellous if we could re-

member those in our community who are struggling to 

put food on the table, or to provide for children. 

The collection point for food and other items is in the 

porch of the church.. 

Over the last two years, there has been a 57% increase in  

the numbers of people accessing food banks in Dorset.. 

The volunteers who work in the centres report seeing a 

wider spectrum of people experiencing food poverty. 

Shroton residents have been fantastic in their support of 

the local food banks for which I am hugely grateful. 

Please continue to give and support generously 

 

SHROTON OIL SCHEME  

Taking orders for delivery now  

Also available for free delivery:  

Water Softener Salt (Block and Tab-
lets) TOP-UP, Please don’t RUN OUT  

Tel: 01258 861285 for details 

Advertise your company or business 

here: contact Helen 

shrotonlines@gmail.com 

http://flourwatersalttime.co.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

offering  green waste disposal and the sale of top quality  

accredited topsoil and compost 

Onsite processing of materials produces excellent screened 10mm top-

soil, landscaping compost for domestic and commercial use and agri-

cultural spec compost. 

Also available, seasoned mix of hard and softwood logs, cut and split 

 

For more inf ormation    about our products and services, please  contact 

 

Rod: 01725 518673/07896 544197 or Andy 07766 163203 

www.newbournecompost.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWBOURNE FARM COMPOSTING 

 

 

 

 



Shroton Village Hall News 
 

                   Brunch and Buy  

    Saturday 5th March 

       10am – 12.30pm 

 

SHROTON VILLAGE HALL IS EAGER TO WELCOME EVERYONE BACK  
 

We are holding a Brunch and Buy morning on Saturday 5th March where we will be selling tasty hot bacon or sau-
sage rolls, croissants/toast, cake/pastries, tea and coffee at very reasonable prices.  
 

We will also be giving villagers the opportunity to hire a table to sell their unwanted presents, children's toys, col-
lectables, useful household items etc. If you would like to book a table (just £2 to include a free coffee) then give 
Hazel a ring on 860285. (Sellers can set up from 9am) 

 

Please come along, bring the family and enjoy a tasty brunch and catch up with your friends and neighbours, have 
a browse and find a bargain!  

 
 

Quiz Night 

Friday 18th March at 7.30pm 

 

We are holding a Quiz Night kindly prepared and run by Andrew and Kathy Davies on Friday evening 18 th March at 
7.30pm. Teams of up to 6 people; bring your own drinks and food. 
 

To book a table for your team or to join a team, or if you are looking for more members for your team please ring 
Hazel on 860285. £5 per person, all profits to the Village Hall. 

 
 
 

Shroton Village Hall Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 6th April 7pm 
 
 

 

Shroton Village Hall Committee will be holding their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 6 th April at 7pm. We 
are looking for more members to join the committee. Meeting are held once a month in the village hall and now 
things are really opening up again the committee are looking forward to arranging more and more events for the 
village and YOU could be part of that! 

 
 
 

Let’s put the hall back at the heart of the village once again! 


