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Diary Dates this Month
1 May Recycling (Green)
6 May Rubbish (Black)
13 May Recycling (Green)
20 May Rubbish (Black)
27 May Recycling (Green)

If	you	put	the	right	bin/container	out	on	your	
collecAon	day	and	it	was	missed	please	contact	
DCC	(Dorset	for	You).	There	is	a	form	on	the	
website,	fill	and	they	will	return	to	empty	it	
within	five	working	days	-	just	remember	to	
leave	your	bin/container	out	unAl	we've	been	
back	to	empty	it.

They	will	not	return	to	empty	a	bin/container	
if:

you	did	not	put	it	out	on	Ame	(by	6am)
you	had	an	advice	tag	explaining	why	it	was	not	
collected

You	will	need	to	wait	unAl	your	next	collecAon

Please	do	not	report	your	collecAon	as	missed	
unAl	aZer	4pm	on	your	collecAon	day.	The	
crew	do	not	follow	the	same	collecAon	order	
each	week	and	may	sAll	be	out	collecAng.

h9ps://mapping.dorse\oryou.gov.uk/mylocal/

Garden	Waste	-	From	27	April	the	service	will	
resume.	Please	leave	out	on	your	usual	
collecAon	date.	

Recycling	Centres	are	sAll	closed	unAl	further	
noAce.

In	this	month’s	issue:
Important	Covid-19	Neighbourhood	info	-	page	2
From	around	the	Village	-	page	3
In	memory	of	Malcolm	Caven	-	pages	4&5
Life	Lines	-	Malcolm	Caven	-	pages	6&7
Editorial	&	(not	quite!)	Village	Hall	News	-	page	8
Shroton	Summer	Show	News	-	page	11

Saturday 

St.	Mary’s	Church,	Shroton

Mother’s	Day

A	reminder	to	all!	It’s	Mothering	Sunday	on	March	
31st!

Shroton	Church	will	be	running	a	special	Mothering	
Sunday	Service,	where	we	thank	God	for	mothers,	and	
have	a	posy	of	flowers	to	give	to	all	mothers	present!

Special	weekday	services

During	Lent	we	have	arranged	three	lunchAme	
meeAngs	when	we	shall	be	exploring	Luke’s	Gospel.	

These	are	scheduled	for	Wednesday	13	March,	

Wednesday	3	April	and	Wednesday	10	April	all	at	12	

noon,	and	a	Saturday	meeAng	at	10am	on	23	March.
More	details	on	the	posters	in	the	village.

Thank	God	for	Fridays

We	conAnue	with	our	monthly	
TGFF	services,	led	by	Rev’d	Chris	
Jervis.	These	enable	us	to	look	
more	deeply	at	some	ChrisAan	
beliefs.	The	next	one	will	be	

Where	am	I?	
March’s answer:  The Village Hall window!

Views around the Village

https://mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/mylocal/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/mylocal/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/recycle/tags%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/recycling-and-rub
https://mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/mylocal/


Hi there, neighbour. Are you unable to 
leave your home because of Covid 19-
Coronavirus? We’re here for you.

We are a group of local residents who have come 
together during a time where some people are finding 
it hard to access the help they need. 

We would like to support the community that we live 
in and ensure that nobody is left isolated or without 
support. We don’t ask for anything in return, we 
just believe in helping each other in a time of 
difficulty.

We are your local neighbours and not a professional 
body. We can only offer help within reason, and in 
ways we can also stay safe. If you need medical 
advice, use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service 
at 111.nhs.uk/covid-19, or if you have no internet 
access, call NHS 111 from your phone. In a medical 
emergency, dial 999.

NEED SUPPORT?

If you would like to speak to us, or want to ask for 
help, please contact Anne on 01258 863892 or 
email annerapaport@hotmail.com and let’s see 
how we can help.

HOW CAN WE HELP?

• Collecting milk and eggs etc from Meggy 
Moo’s

• Putting your bins out
• Walking your dog
• Or anything else that you may need help 

with

COVID-19 (the new novel coronavirus) is a new 
illness that can affect your lungs and airways. 
Let’s work to prevent the spread.

STAY AT HOME IF YOU HAVE CORONAVIRUS 
SYMPTOMS

Stay at home for 7 days if you have:
• A high temperature: You feel hot to touch on 

your chest or back.
• A new, continuous cough – this means you’ve 

started coughing repeatedly.
• If someone in your home has a persistent 

cough or fever. Everyone living there must stay 
at home for 14 days.

DO NOT go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 
Read the NHS advice about staying at home: nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-
advice

HOW TO AVOID CATCHING OR SPREADING 
CORONAVIRUS

• Stay home where possible. Stop non-essential 
contact with others and non-essential travel. 

• Wash your hands with soap and water often, for 
at least 20 seconds.

• Avoid touching common public surfaces such as 
metal or plastic.

• Use 60% alc. hand sanitiser gel if soap and 
water are unavailable

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your 
sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 
sneeze.

• Put used tissues in the bin immediately and 
wash your hands afterwards.

• Try to avoid close contact with people who are 
unwell.

• Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your 
hands are not clean.

USE THE NHS 111 ONLINE CORONAVIRUS 
SERVICE IF:

• You feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at 
home.

• Your condition gets worse.
• Your symptoms do not get better after 7 days.
• Only call 111 if you cannot get help online.

HOW CORONAVIRUS IS SPREAD?
Because it’s a new illness, we do not know exactly how 
coronavirus spreads from person to person.
Similar viruses are spread in cough droplets.
It’s very unlikely it can be spread through things like 
packages or food.

TREATMENT FOR CORONAVIRUS
There is currently no specific treatment for coronavirus. 
Treatments are being tested. The earliest a vaccine is 
likely to be available is 2021.
Use Paracetamol to help with lowering a fever. Avoid 
anti-inflammatory medication such as ibuprofen, as this 
may worsen the symptoms.

Antibiotics do not help, as they do not work against 
viruses

SHOUT CRISIS TEXT LINE
*NOT FOR MEDICAL ADVICE* 
For anyone struggling with their mental health in 
isolation or suffering from anxiety or worry. Please text 
SHOUT to 85258. Shout offer free 24/7 textline support 
for those feeling in crisis.

Even if you’re self-isolating, 
you’re not alone

"At the request of Child Okeford WI, Shroton volunteers 
have been digging out their sewing machines (the oldest 
one built in 1907!) and making up scrub caps to send to 
Dorchester Hospital. These are being made out of old 
duvet covers and sheets kindly donated from around the 
village.  I delivered 23 caps to our collecting point 
yesterday and we've been asked to keep at it until further 
notice.

A big "Thank You" for all contributions; material, cutting 
out and sewing”. Offers of duvet covers/sheets, 
lightweight cotton or poly gratefully received, to be 
delivered to 8 The Glebe. Reasonably competent sewers 
welcome. Call  861526.

by Cathy Bird

We had no idea when we sent a message out via the Pie'd Piper that 
compost was such a hot commodity in Shroton, but 186 bags later and the 
gardens of the village should look pretty good this summer. We required an 
initial minimum order of 44 bags from Newbourne Farm Compost (who 
advertise regularly in the Lines) and were rather anxious about fulfilling that, 
but we didn't need to worry about that as the gardeners of Shroton were 
clamouring for the 'black gold' in lockdown.

If anyone would like some compost, or even some more if you have already 
had some, we are happy to arrange another delivery, but we do need to 
c o v e r t h e m i n i m u m o r d e r o f 4 4 b a g s . P l e a s e e m a i l 
kathydavies7@gmail.com or call 07979378926 before 8th May with your 
order. Bags of 60 litres cost £3.75 and will be delivered to a central location 
in the village. If you are unable to collect your bags we are happy to drop 
them off for you. 

by Kathy Davies

REEVES THE BAKERY - Deliveries to 
Shroton (various packages/prices)

The bread bags have changed slightly in 
that the hot cross buns have been replaced 
with doughnuts and chocolate muffins! Let 
me know by 10am on a Monday if you 
would like to place an order.  Please 
contact Jane Morris for info 
at janemorris101@hotmail.com

Bus Bass - time of use extended

Following a parish council meeting on 
Wednesday 15 April 2020,  County Cllr 
Somper can confirm that anyone with a 
bus pass normally only for use after 
9.30am will be accepted before that 
time.  

From	around	the	Village

KniGng	a	Teddy	
Bears’	Picnic

Stuck	at	home	and	need	something	to	keep	you	busy	during	these	
weeks	of	isolaAon?		Why	not	join	in	and	help	us	to	create	a	big	Teddy	
Bears’	Picnic!	You	can	knit,	crochet	or	sew	bears	in	any	way,	shape,	
form	or	colour	you	like;	or	make	some	food	for	them	to	eat;	or	a	
blanket	to	sit	on	–	no	limits	to	your	imaginaAon!	Think	of	a	sunny	

summer’s	day	when	we	will	hopefully	all	be	outside	again	celebraAng	
be9er	Ames,	and	let	your	imaginaAon	take	over.

We	are	hoping	to	display	our	creaAons	later	this	year,	and	then	sell	
the	items	to	raise	money	for	Royal	Voluntary	Service.

So	get	started	now	and	let	me	know	what	you	are	making;	once	we	
are	able	to	we	will	either	pick	your	creaAons	up	or	you	can	post	them	

to	our	office	in	Dorchester.

Any	quesAons	please	contact	Maria	Jacobson,	Service	Manager	
Dorset	Home	Library	Service,	tel.	07786	635154	or	e-mail	

maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
mailto:kathydavies7@gmail.com
mailto:janemorris101@hotmail.com
mailto:maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
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In	Memory	of	Malcolm	Cavan
We	 have	 recently	 heard	 from	Malcolm	 Cavan’s	 family	 that	
Malcolm	 passed	 away	 during	 early	 hours	 of	 the	 18	 April,	
peacefully	at	home,	in	his	bed	fast	asleep	and	in	their	words	
“probably	 snoring”.		 It	was	 a	 great	 shock	 to	 them	but	 they	
felt	 sure	 this	 is	 the	way	he	would	have	wanted	to	go.	They	
feel	 that	Malcolm	death	was	 likely	due	to	a	heart	a9ack	or	
stroke	 and	 not	 Covid-19.		 He	was	 apparently	 sAll	 leading	 a	
very	acAve	life,	taking	walks	early	each	morning	and	they	say	
his	 flat	 is	was	 the	 cleanest	 it	 has	 been	 since	 the	 lockdown	
started!		 Since	 the	 lockdown,	 the	 family	 have	 been	 face-
Aming	 regularly,	 with	 family	 Zoom	 gatherings	 with	
grandchildren	and	 in-laws	at	 the	weekend.			During	 the	 last	
few	weeks	he	had	very	much	enjoyed	being	in	contact	with	
many	 old	 friends	 and	 family	 members.	 According	 to	 his	
family	 Malcolm	 had	 embraced	 life	 since	 returning	 to	 his	
childhood	 stomping	 ground	 in	 Twickenham	 in	 1996	 aZer	
living	 in	 Farringdon	 for	 almost	 40	 years,	 and	 had	 been	
volunteering	 in	 the	 Passage	 in	 Victoria,	 the	 local	 Hospital	
Shop	and	at	the	local	Church	as	the	chief	cobweb	remover.		
He	 would	 regularly	 recall	 his	 childhood	 memories	 of	 his	
Ames	as	a	young	boy	 in	Bushy	Park	gesng	up	to	mischief.		
	There	 is	 to	 be	 a	 small	 family	 cremaAon	 service	 nearby,	
however	they	write	that	“like	Mum	we	plan	to	give	him	the	
send	off	he	deserves	when	things	return	to	normal”		
	
Many	 people	 in	 the	 village	 will	 have	 fond	 memories	 of	
Malcolm	and	his	family	but	I	have	managed	to	gather	just	a	
few	 of	 these	 to	 reflect	 his	 part	 in	 the	 life	 of	 Shroton,	 his	
involvement	 with	 the	 church,	 the	 village	 hall	 and	 all	 the	
events	and	acAviAes	associated	with	our	village	life.
			
Malcolm	 and	 Sarah	 were	 regular	 a9enders	 at	 Shroton	
Church,	and	very	involved	with	the	church	community.	John	
and	 Jan	 Simmons	write	 “Malcolm	was	 always	 cheerful	 and	
posiAve,	even	when	Sarah	was	coming	towards	the	end.	He	
had	 huge	 energy	 and	 vision;	 he	 drove	 the	 fund	 raising	
programme	 for	 the	 Church	 Bell	 Fund	 with	 gusto,	 and	
achieved	 a	 meaningful	 Lo9ery	 Fund	 grant	 against	 my	
expectaAons,	which	 enabled	 us	 to	 do	more	 than	 had	 been	
originally	 envisioned.	Malcolm’s	 thinking	was	 always	of	 the	
Community	 as	 he	 saw	 the	 Church	 as	 a	 vital	 part	 of	 village	
life,	and	he	ensured	that	within	the	 lo9ery	grant	there	was	
provision	for	the	villagers	to	go	to	Loughborough	to	see	the	
new	 bell	 being	 cast,	 and	 that	 technology	 was	 also	
considered.	The	CCTV	camera	we	installed	in	the	tower	was	
paid	 for	 by	 this	 grant.	 Malcolm	 and	 Sarah	 were	 always	
encouraging	and	posiAve.	We	sAll	miss	them!”	

Malcolm	 was	 very	 involved	 with	 the	 acAviAes	 and	 events	
arranged	by	Shroton	Village	Hall.	 	Mike	Jones	recalls;	“I	got	
to	 know	Malcolm	 during	 my	 Ame	 as	 chairman	 of	 Shroton	
Village	Hall	Management	Commi9ee.	This	was	a	busy	period	
in	the	life	of	the	village	hall,	as	the	most	major	project	in	the	
hall’s	life	was	undertaken	by	a	bunch	of	villagers,	under	the	
watchful	eye	of	Pete	Trim,	(who	did	all	the	skillful	bits).	‘We	

became	the	“Hole	in	the	Wall	Gang’	and	Malcolm	joined	in	
as	 an	 enthusiasAc	 helper	 with	 very	 posiAve	 input.”	 Alan	
Morris	 also	 recalls	 working	 with	 Malcolm	 to	 remove	 the	
rubble	 that	was	under	 the	hall	 floor	 before	 the	new	floor	
was	fi9ed	he	said	“I	remember	him	wearing	a	kni9ed	‘tam	
o	 shanter’	 with	 a	 large	 red	 handkerchief	 over	 his	 mouth,	
poking	me	 in	 the	 ribs	 to	 get	 a	move	 on!”Apparently	 Alan	
filled	 the	 buckets	 and	 passed	 them	 to	 Malcolm	 for	
dumping.	Alan	said	during	those	two	days	they	talked	li9le	
else	except	gardening	especially	dahlia	growing.	

Mike	Jones	also	remembers	“He	took	control	of	planAng	up	
the	newly	created	paAo.	He	managed	to	pick	the	brains	of	
garden	 centre	 experts	 at	 the	 same	 as	 negoAaAng	 much	
reduced	prices.	I	can	sAll	picture	him	sawing	up	the	old	hall	
floor	to	be	sold	as	firewood.	Malcolm	also	organized	a	talk	
about	 Lord	 Montague	 by	 the	 tennis	 player	 Shirley	
CriAchley,	a	great	travelling	friend	of	his,	to	raise	money	for	
the	 hall.	 He	 also	 took	 part	 in	 the	 1914	 commemoraAons	
with	 suitable	 gravity”	 Mike	 has	 an	 abiding	 memory	 of	
Malcolm	–	back	stage	at	the	Christmas	Pantomime,	“there	
he	was,	 sat	 reading	his	 lines,	 sipping	whisky	and	soda	and	
joining	 in	 the	 general	 hi-jinks	 around	him,	 he	 leaves	 a	 big	
hole”	

Anne	 Pearson	 also	 has	 fond	 memories	 about	 Malcolm’s	
involvement	 with	 the	 village	 hall	 pantomimes;	 she	 writes	
“Malcolm	 was	 very	 keen	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 Shroton	
pantomimes.	 Being	 a	 military	 man,	 he	 always	 arrived	 on	
Ame	and	never,	well	almost	never,	forgot	his	lines.	Also	he	
had	 a	 good	 loud	 voice	 but	 always	 insisted	 on	 calling	 out	
‘Can	 you	 hear	 me	 at	 the	 back?’	 at	 regular	 intervals.	 We	
certainly	could!	He	especially	enjoyed	being	one	of	the	Lost	
Boys	 and	 delighted	 in	 telling	 everyone	 that	 he	 hated	
washing	and	hadn’t	had	a	bath	in	years!”

I	 (Hazel	Ward)	got	 to	know	Malcolm	whilst	on	 the	Village	
Hall	 Commi9ee	 helping	 with	 fundraising	 acAviAes	 but	
mainly	 when	 I	 was	 part	 of	 the	 organizing	 team	 for	 the	
village	show.	Malcolm	who	was	a	very	keen	and	competent	
gardener	was	always	very	supporAve	of	our	annual	Shroton	
Summer	 Show.	 In	 fact	 he	 and	 Sarah	 and	 their	
grandchildren	submi9ed	numerous	entries	in	all	secAons	of	
the	show;	arriving	excitedly	with	huge	baskets	and	trays	of	
items	for	display.	However,	what	he	really	excelled	in	was	
the	 produce	 and	 flower	 secAons,	 and	 as	 a	 result	 walked	
away	 with	 numerous	 cups	 including	 almost	 always	 the	
overall	 winner	 trophy;	 nobody	 could	 match	 his	
achievements!	Generous	to	others	he	oZen	would	say	me	
that	he	would	stop	taking	part	so	someone	else	could	have	
a	 chance	 but	 I	 convinced	 him	 that	 people	 liked	 the	
compeAAon!	One	year	we	decided	that	we	would	include	a	
le9uce	as	one	of	 the	 classes	 knowing	 it	would	be	quite	 a	
challenge	 to	 grow	 the	 perfect	 le9uce.	 However,	Malcolm	
took	 on	 the	 challenge	 and	 arrived	with	 the	 largest,	most	
magnificent	 home	 grown	 le9uce	 I	 had	 ever	 seen.	 I	 will	
always	 remember	 the	 grin	 on	 his	 face	 as	 he	 showed	me	
what	 he	 had	 achieved!	 When	 he	 moved	 Malcolm	
generously	 donated	 some	money	 to	 provide	 a	 cup	which	
was	 subsequently	 named	 the	 Sarah	 Cavan	 Cup	 for	 best	
performance	 in	 Flower	 Arranging	 and	 to	 provide	 craZ	
acAvity	 sessions	 for	 children	 of	 the	 village	 to	 encourage	
them	to	take	part	in	the	show.	

Malcolm	was	also	very	keen	on	tennis	and	hosted	a	winter	
weekly	 tennis	 session	 on	 Tuesdays	 for	 a	 group	 from	 the	
village	 at	 his	 home	 in	 Farrington,	 Chris	 Pearson	 writes	 "I	
first	 got	 to	 know	Malcolm	when	 I	 played	 tennis	with	him	
on	the	court	he	had	built	 in	his	garden	over	in	Farrington.	
He	 was	 always	 cheerful	 and	 full	 of	 energy	 -	 really	 good	
company.	 The	 one	 Ame	 he	 could	 be	 tricky	 was	 if	 you	
queried	 his	 line	 calls.	 "Out!"	 he	 would	 shout	 confidently	
about	an	opponent's	shot	that	was	clearly	in.	His	line-calls	
got	more	outrageous	as	he	got	older,	but	 it	was	no	good	
arguing.	It	was	his	court	and	his	calls.	We	other	players	all	
learnt	to	chuckle	ruefully	and	let	him	have	his	way!"		

David	Lloyd	Edwards	also	has	 fond	memories	about	 these	
tennis	 sessions	 and	 recalls	 “it	 was	 typical	 of	 Malcolm’s	
generosity	 to	 make	 his	 court	 available	 for	 others.	 In	
February	2016	I	was	invited	to	audiAon	to	join	this	group	of	
players	 that	Malcolm	 fondly	 called	 his	 Troop.	 ‘Troop’	 is	 a	
military	 term	 and	 having	 spent	 many	 years	 in	 the	 Royal	
Marines,	 and	 the	 Special	 Boat	 Service	 in	 parAcular,	
Malcolm	 was	 fond	 of	 retaining	 such	 words	 in	 his	 daily	
language.	 I	 too	served	 in	 the	military	 for	a	while	 (sensibly	
ashore	 and	 not	 afloat)	 and	 so	 it	 was	 comforAng	 to	meet	
somebody	 who	 spoke	 such	 familiar	 lingo	 soon	 aZer	
arriving.	Malcolm	was	a	large	man	in	stature	and	character;	
he	had	presence.	His	welcome	to	me	was	typically	effusive,	
warm	and	loud;	I	liked	him	from	the	very	first	moment.	 	It	
definitely	was	 an	 audiAon	 for	me	 because	 aZer	 one	 set	 I	
was	instructed	to	take	a	breather	and	watch.	 	It	was	clear	

that	 the	 rules	 of	 the	 tennis	 here	 at	 Farrington	 were	
Malcolm’s;	 nobody	 ever	 doubted	 his	 line	 calls,	 or	 his	 overt	
foot	 faults,	 or	 any	 objecAon	 to	 his	 dubious	 serves.	 	 He	
unashamedly	played	to	the	potholes	and	uneven	surfaces	of	
the	court,	but	 this	ma9ered	not	 to	anybody	because	 it	was	
obvious	 that	 everybody	 loved	 him	 and	 aZer	 all	 it	 was	 his	
court!		
At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 session	 I	 was	 summonsed	 to	 hear	 his	
judgment	 on	 my	 play.	 I	 recall	 his	 words	 as	 if	 they	 were	
spoken	 yesterday.	 “Well	 David,	 your	 standard	 of	 play	 was	
frankly	 a	 bit	 poor,	 but	 on	 the	 other	 hand	 …………..	 your	
standard	of	banter	was	quite	excellent	and	so	we	would	be	
very	pleased	if	you	would	join	our	Troop”	He	then	started	to	
chortle,	and	such	was	his	infecAous	sense	of	humour	that	we	
all	joined	him	in	unrestrained	laughter”	

David	also	writes	 “Banter	WAS	very	 important	 to	his	 Troop	
and	indeed	when	Malcolm	moved	to	Teddington	I	decided	to	
name	it	The	Shroton	BATS	(Banter	And	Tennis	Society)	in	his	
memory.	 	Malcolm	 liked	 this	 and	 asked	 his	 BATS	 to	 act	 as	
wine	waiters	at	Sarah’s	post-Thanksgiving	service.	The	BATS	
conAnue	 to	play	 to	 this	day	and	we	all	 remember	Malcolm	
with	 huge	 affecAon	 every	 Ame	we	 play	 and	 every	 Ame	we	
banter.	He	was	totally	dedicated	to	his	 family;	he	treasured	
his	beloved	Royal	Marines	and	he	 loved	his	 fellow	man.	He	
was	most	 definitely	 a	 ‘glass	 half	 full’	 sort	 of	 person	with	 a	
zest	for	life	and	an	unquenchable	enthusiasm	for	everything.	
I	 am	 so	 glad	 I	 knew	 him	 and	 I	 am	 really	 grateful	 that	 I	
became	his	friend.

Finally	I	conclude	with	Malcolm’s	own	words	which	he	wrote	
to	 John	Simmons	earlier	 this	month	“I	myself	 to	have	been	
very	 lucky	 to	 have	 lived	 all	 my	 life	 without	 ever	 having	
experienced	anything	 like	this	virus.	The	WW2	days,	when	I	
was	a	 youngster,	 living	 close	 to	Teddington,	by	Bushy	Park,	
those	days	for	me	remain	ever	vivid	memories,	of	bombs,	air	
raids,	 and	Vs	1	&	2,	 frightening	at	Ames,	but	more	exciAng	
than	 fearful	 as	 it	 brought	 everyone	 together	 despite	
raAoning,	 bomb	 damage	 and	 few	 sweets!!	 		 I	 hope	 life	 in	
Shroton	is	as	calm	and	enjoyable	as	it	always	has	been,	but	I	
guess	 it	 has	 closed	 down	 all	 Village	 Hall	 gatherings	 and	
events,	 but	 at	 least	 there	 are	 the	 surrounding	 acres	 of	 the	
most	 beauAful	 countryside	 to	 walk	 in	 and	 enjoy.	 For	 me	
Dorset	 is	 just	 pure	 golden	memories,	 Shroton	 to	me	was	 a	
wonderful	Village	and	Church	community”.

Should	 anyone	 wish	 to	 make	 contact	 with	 his	 family,	 the	
family	 (Toby,	Annabel,	and	Benjamin)	are	going	to	conAnue	
to	monitor	Malcolm’s	email	address
	(malcolm_cavan@hotmail.com)	or	they	can	be	contacted	by	
post	at	47	Rega9a	House,	32	Twickenham	Road,	Teddington,	
TW11	8AZ.

By	Hazel	Ward



In	Memory	of	Malcolm	Cavan
We	 have	 recently	 heard	 from	Malcolm	 Cavan’s	 family	 that	
Malcolm	 passed	 away	 during	 early	 hours	 of	 the	 18	 April,	
peacefully	at	home,	in	his	bed	fast	asleep	and	in	their	words	
“probably	 snoring”.		 It	was	 a	 great	 shock	 to	 them	but	 they	
felt	 sure	 this	 is	 the	way	he	would	have	wanted	to	go.	They	
feel	 that	Malcolm	death	was	 likely	due	to	a	heart	a9ack	or	
stroke	 and	 not	 Covid-19.		 He	was	 apparently	 sAll	 leading	 a	
very	acAve	life,	taking	walks	early	each	morning	and	they	say	
his	 flat	 is	was	 the	 cleanest	 it	 has	 been	 since	 the	 lockdown	
started!		 Since	 the	 lockdown,	 the	 family	 have	 been	 face-
Aming	 regularly,	 with	 family	 Zoom	 gatherings	 with	
grandchildren	and	 in-laws	at	 the	weekend.			During	 the	 last	
few	weeks	he	had	very	much	enjoyed	being	in	contact	with	
many	 old	 friends	 and	 family	 members.	 According	 to	 his	
family	 Malcolm	 had	 embraced	 life	 since	 returning	 to	 his	
childhood	 stomping	 ground	 in	 Twickenham	 in	 1996	 aZer	
living	 in	 Farringdon	 for	 almost	 40	 years,	 and	 had	 been	
volunteering	 in	 the	 Passage	 in	 Victoria,	 the	 local	 Hospital	
Shop	and	at	the	local	Church	as	the	chief	cobweb	remover.		
He	 would	 regularly	 recall	 his	 childhood	 memories	 of	 his	
Ames	as	a	young	boy	 in	Bushy	Park	gesng	up	to	mischief.		
	There	 is	 to	 be	 a	 small	 family	 cremaAon	 service	 nearby,	
however	they	write	that	“like	Mum	we	plan	to	give	him	the	
send	off	he	deserves	when	things	return	to	normal”		
	
Many	 people	 in	 the	 village	 will	 have	 fond	 memories	 of	
Malcolm	and	his	family	but	I	have	managed	to	gather	just	a	
few	 of	 these	 to	 reflect	 his	 part	 in	 the	 life	 of	 Shroton,	 his	
involvement	 with	 the	 church,	 the	 village	 hall	 and	 all	 the	
events	and	acAviAes	associated	with	our	village	life.
			
Malcolm	 and	 Sarah	 were	 regular	 a9enders	 at	 Shroton	
Church,	and	very	involved	with	the	church	community.	John	
and	 Jan	 Simmons	write	 “Malcolm	was	 always	 cheerful	 and	
posiAve,	even	when	Sarah	was	coming	towards	the	end.	He	
had	 huge	 energy	 and	 vision;	 he	 drove	 the	 fund	 raising	
programme	 for	 the	 Church	 Bell	 Fund	 with	 gusto,	 and	
achieved	 a	 meaningful	 Lo9ery	 Fund	 grant	 against	 my	
expectaAons,	which	 enabled	 us	 to	 do	more	 than	 had	 been	
originally	 envisioned.	Malcolm’s	 thinking	was	 always	of	 the	
Community	 as	 he	 saw	 the	 Church	 as	 a	 vital	 part	 of	 village	
life,	and	he	ensured	that	within	the	 lo9ery	grant	there	was	
provision	for	the	villagers	to	go	to	Loughborough	to	see	the	
new	 bell	 being	 cast,	 and	 that	 technology	 was	 also	
considered.	The	CCTV	camera	we	installed	in	the	tower	was	
paid	 for	 by	 this	 grant.	 Malcolm	 and	 Sarah	 were	 always	
encouraging	and	posiAve.	We	sAll	miss	them!”	

Malcolm	 was	 very	 involved	 with	 the	 acAviAes	 and	 events	
arranged	by	Shroton	Village	Hall.	 	Mike	Jones	recalls;	“I	got	
to	 know	Malcolm	 during	 my	 Ame	 as	 chairman	 of	 Shroton	
Village	Hall	Management	Commi9ee.	This	was	a	busy	period	
in	the	life	of	the	village	hall,	as	the	most	major	project	in	the	
hall’s	life	was	undertaken	by	a	bunch	of	villagers,	under	the	
watchful	eye	of	Pete	Trim,	(who	did	all	the	skillful	bits).	‘We	

became	the	“Hole	in	the	Wall	Gang’	and	Malcolm	joined	in	
as	 an	 enthusiasAc	 helper	 with	 very	 posiAve	 input.”	 Alan	
Morris	 also	 recalls	 working	 with	 Malcolm	 to	 remove	 the	
rubble	 that	was	under	 the	hall	 floor	 before	 the	new	floor	
was	fi9ed	he	said	“I	remember	him	wearing	a	kni9ed	‘tam	
o	 shanter’	 with	 a	 large	 red	 handkerchief	 over	 his	 mouth,	
poking	me	 in	 the	 ribs	 to	 get	 a	move	 on!”Apparently	 Alan	
filled	 the	 buckets	 and	 passed	 them	 to	 Malcolm	 for	
dumping.	Alan	said	during	those	two	days	they	talked	li9le	
else	except	gardening	especially	dahlia	growing.	

Mike	Jones	also	remembers	“He	took	control	of	planAng	up	
the	newly	created	paAo.	He	managed	to	pick	the	brains	of	
garden	 centre	 experts	 at	 the	 same	 as	 negoAaAng	 much	
reduced	prices.	I	can	sAll	picture	him	sawing	up	the	old	hall	
floor	to	be	sold	as	firewood.	Malcolm	also	organized	a	talk	
about	 Lord	 Montague	 by	 the	 tennis	 player	 Shirley	
CriAchley,	a	great	travelling	friend	of	his,	to	raise	money	for	
the	 hall.	 He	 also	 took	 part	 in	 the	 1914	 commemoraAons	
with	 suitable	 gravity”	 Mike	 has	 an	 abiding	 memory	 of	
Malcolm	–	back	stage	at	the	Christmas	Pantomime,	“there	
he	was,	 sat	 reading	his	 lines,	 sipping	whisky	and	soda	and	
joining	 in	 the	 general	 hi-jinks	 around	him,	 he	 leaves	 a	 big	
hole”	

Anne	 Pearson	 also	 has	 fond	 memories	 about	 Malcolm’s	
involvement	 with	 the	 village	 hall	 pantomimes;	 she	 writes	
“Malcolm	 was	 very	 keen	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 Shroton	
pantomimes.	 Being	 a	 military	 man,	 he	 always	 arrived	 on	
Ame	and	never,	well	almost	never,	forgot	his	lines.	Also	he	
had	 a	 good	 loud	 voice	 but	 always	 insisted	 on	 calling	 out	
‘Can	 you	 hear	 me	 at	 the	 back?’	 at	 regular	 intervals.	 We	
certainly	could!	He	especially	enjoyed	being	one	of	the	Lost	
Boys	 and	 delighted	 in	 telling	 everyone	 that	 he	 hated	
washing	and	hadn’t	had	a	bath	in	years!”

I	 (Hazel	Ward)	got	 to	know	Malcolm	whilst	on	 the	Village	
Hall	 Commi9ee	 helping	 with	 fundraising	 acAviAes	 but	
mainly	 when	 I	 was	 part	 of	 the	 organizing	 team	 for	 the	
village	show.	Malcolm	who	was	a	very	keen	and	competent	
gardener	was	always	very	supporAve	of	our	annual	Shroton	
Summer	 Show.	 In	 fact	 he	 and	 Sarah	 and	 their	
grandchildren	submi9ed	numerous	entries	in	all	secAons	of	
the	show;	arriving	excitedly	with	huge	baskets	and	trays	of	
items	for	display.	However,	what	he	really	excelled	in	was	
the	 produce	 and	 flower	 secAons,	 and	 as	 a	 result	 walked	
away	 with	 numerous	 cups	 including	 almost	 always	 the	
overall	 winner	 trophy;	 nobody	 could	 match	 his	
achievements!	Generous	to	others	he	oZen	would	say	me	
that	he	would	stop	taking	part	so	someone	else	could	have	
a	 chance	 but	 I	 convinced	 him	 that	 people	 liked	 the	
compeAAon!	One	year	we	decided	that	we	would	include	a	
le9uce	as	one	of	 the	 classes	 knowing	 it	would	be	quite	 a	
challenge	 to	 grow	 the	 perfect	 le9uce.	 However,	Malcolm	
took	 on	 the	 challenge	 and	 arrived	with	 the	 largest,	most	
magnificent	 home	 grown	 le9uce	 I	 had	 ever	 seen.	 I	 will	
always	 remember	 the	 grin	 on	 his	 face	 as	 he	 showed	me	
what	 he	 had	 achieved!	 When	 he	 moved	 Malcolm	
generously	 donated	 some	money	 to	 provide	 a	 cup	which	
was	 subsequently	 named	 the	 Sarah	 Cavan	 Cup	 for	 best	
performance	 in	 Flower	 Arranging	 and	 to	 provide	 craZ	
acAvity	 sessions	 for	 children	 of	 the	 village	 to	 encourage	
them	to	take	part	in	the	show.	

Malcolm	was	also	very	keen	on	tennis	and	hosted	a	winter	
weekly	 tennis	 session	 on	 Tuesdays	 for	 a	 group	 from	 the	
village	 at	 his	 home	 in	 Farrington,	 Chris	 Pearson	 writes	 "I	
first	 got	 to	 know	Malcolm	when	 I	 played	 tennis	with	him	
on	the	court	he	had	built	 in	his	garden	over	in	Farrington.	
He	 was	 always	 cheerful	 and	 full	 of	 energy	 -	 really	 good	
company.	 The	 one	 Ame	 he	 could	 be	 tricky	 was	 if	 you	
queried	 his	 line	 calls.	 "Out!"	 he	 would	 shout	 confidently	
about	an	opponent's	shot	that	was	clearly	in.	His	line-calls	
got	more	outrageous	as	he	got	older,	but	 it	was	no	good	
arguing.	It	was	his	court	and	his	calls.	We	other	players	all	
learnt	to	chuckle	ruefully	and	let	him	have	his	way!"		

David	Lloyd	Edwards	also	has	 fond	memories	about	 these	
tennis	 sessions	 and	 recalls	 “it	 was	 typical	 of	 Malcolm’s	
generosity	 to	 make	 his	 court	 available	 for	 others.	 In	
February	2016	I	was	invited	to	audiAon	to	join	this	group	of	
players	 that	Malcolm	 fondly	 called	 his	 Troop.	 ‘Troop’	 is	 a	
military	 term	 and	 having	 spent	 many	 years	 in	 the	 Royal	
Marines,	 and	 the	 Special	 Boat	 Service	 in	 parAcular,	
Malcolm	 was	 fond	 of	 retaining	 such	 words	 in	 his	 daily	
language.	 I	 too	served	 in	 the	military	 for	a	while	 (sensibly	
ashore	 and	 not	 afloat)	 and	 so	 it	 was	 comforAng	 to	meet	
somebody	 who	 spoke	 such	 familiar	 lingo	 soon	 aZer	
arriving.	Malcolm	was	a	large	man	in	stature	and	character;	
he	had	presence.	His	welcome	to	me	was	typically	effusive,	
warm	and	loud;	I	liked	him	from	the	very	first	moment.	 	It	
definitely	was	 an	 audiAon	 for	me	 because	 aZer	 one	 set	 I	
was	instructed	to	take	a	breather	and	watch.	 	It	was	clear	

that	 the	 rules	 of	 the	 tennis	 here	 at	 Farrington	 were	
Malcolm’s;	 nobody	 ever	 doubted	 his	 line	 calls,	 or	 his	 overt	
foot	 faults,	 or	 any	 objecAon	 to	 his	 dubious	 serves.	 	 He	
unashamedly	played	to	the	potholes	and	uneven	surfaces	of	
the	court,	but	 this	ma9ered	not	 to	anybody	because	 it	was	
obvious	 that	 everybody	 loved	 him	 and	 aZer	 all	 it	 was	 his	
court!		
At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 session	 I	 was	 summonsed	 to	 hear	 his	
judgment	 on	 my	 play.	 I	 recall	 his	 words	 as	 if	 they	 were	
spoken	 yesterday.	 “Well	 David,	 your	 standard	 of	 play	 was	
frankly	 a	 bit	 poor,	 but	 on	 the	 other	 hand	 …………..	 your	
standard	of	banter	was	quite	excellent	and	so	we	would	be	
very	pleased	if	you	would	join	our	Troop”	He	then	started	to	
chortle,	and	such	was	his	infecAous	sense	of	humour	that	we	
all	joined	him	in	unrestrained	laughter”	

David	also	writes	 “Banter	WAS	very	 important	 to	his	 Troop	
and	indeed	when	Malcolm	moved	to	Teddington	I	decided	to	
name	it	The	Shroton	BATS	(Banter	And	Tennis	Society)	in	his	
memory.	 	Malcolm	 liked	 this	 and	 asked	 his	 BATS	 to	 act	 as	
wine	waiters	at	Sarah’s	post-Thanksgiving	service.	The	BATS	
conAnue	 to	play	 to	 this	day	and	we	all	 remember	Malcolm	
with	 huge	 affecAon	 every	 Ame	we	 play	 and	 every	 Ame	we	
banter.	He	was	totally	dedicated	to	his	 family;	he	treasured	
his	beloved	Royal	Marines	and	he	 loved	his	 fellow	man.	He	
was	most	 definitely	 a	 ‘glass	 half	 full’	 sort	 of	 person	with	 a	
zest	for	life	and	an	unquenchable	enthusiasm	for	everything.	
I	 am	 so	 glad	 I	 knew	 him	 and	 I	 am	 really	 grateful	 that	 I	
became	his	friend.

Finally	I	conclude	with	Malcolm’s	own	words	which	he	wrote	
to	 John	Simmons	earlier	 this	month	“I	myself	 to	have	been	
very	 lucky	 to	 have	 lived	 all	 my	 life	 without	 ever	 having	
experienced	anything	 like	this	virus.	The	WW2	days,	when	I	
was	a	 youngster,	 living	 close	 to	Teddington,	by	Bushy	Park,	
those	days	for	me	remain	ever	vivid	memories,	of	bombs,	air	
raids,	 and	Vs	1	&	2,	 frightening	at	Ames,	but	more	exciAng	
than	 fearful	 as	 it	 brought	 everyone	 together	 despite	
raAoning,	 bomb	 damage	 and	 few	 sweets!!	 		 I	 hope	 life	 in	
Shroton	is	as	calm	and	enjoyable	as	it	always	has	been,	but	I	
guess	 it	 has	 closed	 down	 all	 Village	 Hall	 gatherings	 and	
events,	 but	 at	 least	 there	 are	 the	 surrounding	 acres	 of	 the	
most	 beauAful	 countryside	 to	 walk	 in	 and	 enjoy.	 For	 me	
Dorset	 is	 just	 pure	 golden	memories,	 Shroton	 to	me	was	 a	
wonderful	Village	and	Church	community”.

Should	 anyone	 wish	 to	 make	 contact	 with	 his	 family,	 the	
family	 (Toby,	Annabel,	and	Benjamin)	are	going	to	conAnue	
to	monitor	Malcolm’s	email	address
	(malcolm_cavan@hotmail.com)	or	they	can	be	contacted	by	
post	at	47	Rega9a	House,	32	Twickenham	Road,	Teddington,	
TW11	8AZ.

By	Hazel	Ward



	
Life	Lines:	Malcolm	Cavan	
(First	printed	in	July	2016)

I	 knew	 beforehand	 I	 would	 have	my	 work	 cut	 out	 when	 I	
asked	Malcolm	for	an	 interview:	he	 is	a	man	of	acAon,	and	
always	 busy	 with	 projects	 and	 iniAaAves!	 It	 was	 urgent	 to	
get	this	interview	done,	however,	as	he	and	Sarah	will	soon	
be	leaving	the	area	to	live	closer	to	his	family	in	Middlesex.		
There	they	will	have	the	grandchildren,	tennis	courts	down	
the	 road	 and	 an	 abundance	 of	 bridge	 clubs!	 -	 Quite	 a	
demanding	mix	for	someone	who	will	be	80	next	January!	
	 	 	Malcolm	was	born	 in	Twickenham	 in	1937,	 the	 son	of	a	
Master	Baker,	who	founded	his	bakery	 in	1929.	 	His	 father	
died	 when	 he	 was	 only	 12	 years	 old	 and	 he	 credits	 his	
mother	 with	 realising	 he	 was	 lazy	 at	 primary	 school	 and	
sending	 him	 off	 to	Halliford	 School	where	 he	 discovered	 a	
love	 of	 team	 sports	 and	 learnt	 about	 work,	 personal	
organisaAon	and	discipline.	 	He	chuckled	when	he	admi9ed	
he	 had	 failed	 his	 11+	 and	 that	 he	 leZ	 school	 to	 join	 the	
Marines	aZer	his	'O'	levels	in	1955.	 	(His	subsequent	career	
has	not	been	short	of	achievements!)		

At	 The	 Royal	 Marines	 Depot	 in	 Deal,	 Kent,	 Malcolm	
conAnued	his	educaAon	and	reckons	he	was	offered	a	Corps	
Commission	on	the	strength	of	his	rugby	playing!		He	thrived	
on	his	10	months	of	Commando	training	and	in	1956	joined	
42	 Commando,	 then	 into	 other	 	 pre	 Commission	 training	
unAl	in	1958	he	was	commissioned	as	2nd	Lieutenant	in	the	
Royal	Marines	and	joined	the	Young	Officers	of	YO16	Batch.	
These	guys	 sAll	hold	a	 Lunch	 reunion	 in	Dorset	every	year,	
and	a	posh	"do"	every	10	years.	 	It	is	their	60th	anniversary	
coming	up,	and	clearly	Malcolm	relishes	 the	prospect!	 	 	 In	
1961	 Malcolm	 saw	 his	 first	 acAve	 service	 in	 the	 1st	 Iraqi	
Kuwait	 Gulf	 War	 [no	 bullets	 fired!]	 	 He	 was	 sent	 to	 the	
desert	which	on	reflecAon	he	was	glad	about	because	it	was	
clean	 and	 dry,	 albeit	 hot,	 compared	 to	 the	 jungle.	 An	
amphibious	 force	 was	 established	 in	 the	 Persian	 Gulf,	 in	
Bahrain,	where	Malcolm	worked.		
	 	 	Back	 in	Greenwich	he	captained	the	Royal	Naval	College	
First	 XV	 Rugby	 Team.	 	 While	 there	 he	 and	 4	 chums	 who	
loved	 skiing	 set	 their	 sights	 on	 Skeleton	 Racing	 at	 the	 one	
and	 only	 St	 Moritz	 Toboggan	 Club.	 He	 was	 picked	 to	
represent	 the	 Royal	 Navy	 and	 won	 the	 UK	 Inter	 	 Services	
Lord	 Trenchard	 Trophy	 in	 1969.	 In	 1970,	 he	 founded	 and	
formed	the	Royal	Navy	Bob	Sled	team,	aZer	a	business	man	
from	Stockton	on	Tees,	one	magnificent	George	Cinnamond,	
offered	to	sponsor	the	team	with	two	Bob	sleds,	The	Team	is	
sAll	going	strong	and	a	Navy	Team	came	fourth	 in	the	Two	
Man	 Bob	 in	 the	 last	 Winter	 Olympics.	 From	 what	 I	 can	
gather,	Malcolm	 thought	 this	was	 a	 great	 life,	 and	 he	 had	
fun	going	to	the	pub	every	night!	
			He	was	sent	to	Poole	in	1962	and	back	to	Bahrain	in	1964.		
He	 then	 spent	 some	Ame	 in	Devon	 training	young	officers.	

Graham	 Dunlop,	 who	 gave	 the	 Gallipoli	 Talk	 last	
November,	 was	 one	 of	 his	 students,	 and	 a	 very	 good	
one	too.	It	was	during	this	period	that	Malcolm	told	me	
of	a	parAcular	escapade.	 (Check	out	his	 'Most	unusual	
experience'	account	below.)			He	thinks	his	most	tesAng	
role	was	as	Parade	Adjutant	in	the	Royal	Marines	Depot	
in	Deal,	Kent,	but	his		rugger	with	'Blackheath'	kept	him	
sane.	 It	was	there	that	he	met	Sarah	who	was	a	Sister	
in	 The	Queen	Alexander's	 RN	Nursing	 Service	working	
in	 the	 Sick	 Bay;	 they	 were	 married	 in	 church	 at	 the	
Depot	in	1967.		
In	 1969	 he	 vividly	 remembers	 finding	 out	 about	 the	
birth	 of	 his	 first	 child	 via	 an	 announcement.	 He	 was	
back	 in	 St	 Moritz	 with	 the	 Navy	 Team.	 One	 day	 in	 a	
training	 run	 he'd	 just	 arrived	 at	 the	 finish,	 exhausted,	
when	 he	 heard	 over	 the	 Broadcast	 from	 the	 Tower	
"Hello	 Big	 Daddy!	 	 You've	 just	 become	 a	 father	 to	
Annabel"	 which	 rang	 down	 the	 Valley	 and	 he	
remembers	this	as	one	of	the	happiest	moments	of	his	
life.	 Benjamin	was	 born	 in	 1971	 and	 Toby	 in	 1974.	 In	
1970	Malcolm	 became	 a	 Company	 Commander	 in	 41	
Commando	and	was	sent	 to	Malta.	When	 the	 families	
were	 sent	 home	 in	 1972	 the	 Commando	went	 to	 the	
BriAsh	 Virgin	 Islands	 for	 training	 but	 via	 Florida	 and	
Disney	World	(Not	the	sort	of	treat	ordinary	employees	
can	expect!)	
From	 1973	 Malcolm	 returned	 to	 Poole	 and	 in	 1975	
there	 was	 another	 posAng,	 this	 Ame	 to	 Virginia	 USA	
and	the	US	Marine	Corps	Staff	College.	 	 	Back	in	Poole	
in	 1976	 they	 bought	 their	 house	 in	 Farrington	 and	
Malcolm	 ended	 his	 Royal	 Marine	 days	 in	 1980.	 	 This	
was	 to	mark	 a	 turning	 point	 in	 his	 career,	 but	 not	 to	
one	less	full	of	adventures!	
	In	1981	"new	horizons	opened	up"	when	Malcolm	was	
invited	 to	 join	 Control	 Risks	 Ltd,	 a	 company	 that	 has	
grown	 because	 of	 its	 knowledge	 and	 experience	 of	
crisis	management.		By	now	it	was	clear	to	me	that	this	
was	 the	perfect	 job	 for	Malcolm	who	 freely	admits	 to	
recklessness.	He	regularly	went	off	to	foreign	parts	for	
3	 weeks	 at	 a	 Ame,	 and	 then	 returned	 to	 Sarah,	 who	
kept	the	home	fires	burning,	with	the	occasional	game	
of	 bridge!	 This	 was	 rewarding	work	 because	Malcolm	
loved,	 from	 his	 knowledge,	 experience	 and	
understanding	of	 extremist	 and	major	 crimes,	 his	 role	
as	a	problem-solver,	and	to	help	other	people	in	crisis.	
			ReArement	in	2000	did	not	really	mean	slowing	down	
much!	 	 In	 2006	 he	 joined	 the	 ScienAfic	 ExploraAon	
Society	based	in	Motcombe	and	went	on	an	expediAon	
to	a	 remote	area	of	Bolivia	 to	discover	evidence	of	an	
early	civilisaAon.		This	opportunity	arose	because	of	his	
canoeing	 experience	 -	 he	 had	 done	 the	 120	 mile	
Devises	 to	 Westminster	 Canoe	 Race	 in	 1963,	 and	 for	
the	 expediAon	 trained	 in	 white	 water	 raZing	 in	 Bala,	
North	 Wales,	 to	 test	 whether	 he	 was	 up	 to	 the	
challenge	in	his	mid	60s!		

In	 short,	Malcolm	 has	 led	 an	 exciAng	 life,	 driven	 by	 his	
enthusiasms	 for	 skiing,	 which	 Sarah	 and	 the	 family	
shared,	 by	 rugby,	 and	 by	 his	 insaAable	 taste	 for	
adventures!		
						
How	long	in	Farrington?			
39	years.	
	
Favourite	TV	programmes?	
AnAques	Road	Show.	

Taste	in	Music.		
Broad,	all	types.	Malcolm	was	a	choir	boy	from	the	age	of	
8,	so	he	loves	Church	Music,	but	also	classics	and	Pop	of	
the	50s.
	
Food	heaven?
Roast		Beef	cooked	by	Sarah	at	home.

Most	Unusual	Experience?	
For	me,	this	was	the	clincher!	Malcolm	told	the	following	
story	 and	 it	 seemed	 a	 mixture	 of	 James	 Bond,	 Whisky	
Galore	and	a	Famous	Five	Adventure!	 	 	While	working	in	
Devon,	 a	 Navy	 Diving	 chum	 invited	 him	 to	 join	 	 an	
expediAon	to	search	for	the	Dutch	ship,	De	Leifde,	which	
sank	off	the	coast	of	Out	Skerrie	in	The	Shetland	Islands	in	
1711.	 	 This	 was	 to	 be	 a	 treasure	 hunt,	 so	 of	 course	
Malcolm	 agreed	 at	 once	 and	 illicitly	 "borrowed"	 some	
diving	 gear	 from	 a	 Naval	 Training	 Centre,	 took	 some	
Leave,	 and	 set	 off	 with	 his	 four	 friends	 who	 had	
commissioned	a	motor	boat	 in	 the	Norfolk	Broads.	They	
had	only	 reached	Northumberland	when	 they	hit	 a	 very	
bad	 storm,	 but	 clung	 on	 in	 terrible	 condiAons,	 finally	
reaching	Out	Skerrie,	the	northernmost	Shetland	Island.	
	 	 	There	were	two	divers	on	board,	but	diving	apparatus	
for	only	one,	 so	Malcolm	did	 the	first	dive	 the	day	aZer	
they	arrived.		He	went	down	50Z	but	could	see	only	kelp,	
and	li9le	patches	of	sand	and	rock.		Then	he	noAced	what	
looked	like	black	ringlets	in	the	sand,	and	on	invesAgaAon	
used	his	knife	 to	prize	a	black	 ring	 loose	 from	the	 tar	 in	
which	it	was	embedded.		He	had	found	the	treasure	trove	
of	coins!	

In	 true	 pioneer	 spirit,	 Malcolm	 disregarded	 one	 of	 the	
first	rules	of	diving	by	detaching	his	buoyancy	marker	and	
tying	 it	 to	 a	 rock	 near	 the	 treasure,	 and	 surfaced	 with	
much	gesAculaAon	and	excitement	to	tell	his	incredulous	
mates	 what	 he	 had	 seen.	 Having	 confirmed	 they	 had	
found	 a	 large	 deposit	 of	 silver	 coins,	 their	 mission	 was	
accomplished,	 though	 they	 hadn't	 had	 permission	 to	 go	
treasure	hunAng	in	the	first	place!	

Malcolm	Cavan	had	a	great	involvement	with	the	church	
of	St	Mary's	and	fundraising	idea's	especially	leading	the	
drive	 for	 the	 restoraAon	 fund	 concerning	 the	 church	
bells.
When	 asked	 if	 he	 would	 head	 a	 bid	 to	 the	 naAonal	
lo9ery	for	a	grant	to	restore	our	bells	he	 jumped	at	the	
chance,	and	worked	Arelessly	to	come	up	with	a	plan.

Through	many	 hours	 of	 preparing	 paperwork	 etc	 and	 a	
knowledge	 of	 how	 to	 communicate	 his	 plan	 succeeded	
and	we	were	not	only	able	to	restore	the	six	bells	but	to	
have	enough	funds	to	recast	a	new	tenor	bell	that	was	at	
the	Ame	grossly	underweight.	
He	was	so	delighted	to	be	able	to	witness	the	casAng	of	
that	 bell	 up	 at	 Taylor's	 bell	 foundry	 and	 to	 see	 the	
compleAon	of	the	project	as	a	whole.	

We	 send	our	 sincere	 condolences	 to	 his	 family	 and	will	
remember	him	with	complete	affecAon.	

When	 they	 returned	 to	 Scotland	 a	 generous	 fisherman	
gave	them	an	enormous	lobster	which	was	later	returned	
to	the	sea	when	the	intrepid,	sea-sick	sailors	hit	another	
storm.	 	They	only	just	managed	to	get	the	boat	to	Wick,	
where	they	abandoned	the	vessel	on	the	shore	and	sent	a	
message	to	the	owner	that	the	boat	was	not	seaworthy.		
They	booked	a	room	in	a	hotel	where	they	took	it	in	turn	
to	 have	 baths	 -	 complete	 luxury	 aZer	 their	 10	 days	
without	washing	on	this	Spartan	expediAon.	 	They	didn't	
even	spend	the	night	there,	however,	but	caught	a	train	
to	London.	The	Times	and	Telegraph	both	reported	their	
amazing	story,	so	when	Malcolm	returned	from	Leave	he	
was	called	before	his	Commanding	Officer.	 	He	explained	
that	he	was	on	Leave	and	had	thought	it	was	like	deciding	
to	 take	 the	 dog	 for	 a	 walk...	 Somehow,	 yours	 truly	
wriggled	out	of	trouble	and	got	off	scot-free!	
	
What	single	change	would	improve	your	life?		
"I	wish	I	had	tried	harder	when	I	was	young."	
	
What	is	an	important	lesson	has	life	taught	you?	
"I	always	 like	 to	 take	a	posiAve	astude;	 I	am	perhaps	a	
risk-taker	(!)	beneath	it	all,	but	that	makes	life	exciAng."	
	
Best	thing	about	Shroton	and	Farrington?				
"The	vibrancy	of	the	community,	old	and	young.	



	
Life	Lines:	Malcolm	Cavan	
(First	printed	in	July	2016)

I	 knew	 beforehand	 I	 would	 have	my	 work	 cut	 out	 when	 I	
asked	Malcolm	for	an	 interview:	he	 is	a	man	of	acAon,	and	
always	 busy	 with	 projects	 and	 iniAaAves!	 It	 was	 urgent	 to	
get	this	interview	done,	however,	as	he	and	Sarah	will	soon	
be	leaving	the	area	to	live	closer	to	his	family	in	Middlesex.		
There	they	will	have	the	grandchildren,	tennis	courts	down	
the	 road	 and	 an	 abundance	 of	 bridge	 clubs!	 -	 Quite	 a	
demanding	mix	for	someone	who	will	be	80	next	January!	
	 	 	Malcolm	was	born	 in	Twickenham	 in	1937,	 the	 son	of	a	
Master	Baker,	who	founded	his	bakery	 in	1929.	 	His	 father	
died	 when	 he	 was	 only	 12	 years	 old	 and	 he	 credits	 his	
mother	 with	 realising	 he	 was	 lazy	 at	 primary	 school	 and	
sending	 him	 off	 to	Halliford	 School	where	 he	 discovered	 a	
love	 of	 team	 sports	 and	 learnt	 about	 work,	 personal	
organisaAon	and	discipline.	 	He	chuckled	when	he	admi9ed	
he	 had	 failed	 his	 11+	 and	 that	 he	 leZ	 school	 to	 join	 the	
Marines	aZer	his	'O'	levels	in	1955.	 	(His	subsequent	career	
has	not	been	short	of	achievements!)		

At	 The	 Royal	 Marines	 Depot	 in	 Deal,	 Kent,	 Malcolm	
conAnued	his	educaAon	and	reckons	he	was	offered	a	Corps	
Commission	on	the	strength	of	his	rugby	playing!		He	thrived	
on	his	10	months	of	Commando	training	and	in	1956	joined	
42	 Commando,	 then	 into	 other	 	 pre	 Commission	 training	
unAl	in	1958	he	was	commissioned	as	2nd	Lieutenant	in	the	
Royal	Marines	and	joined	the	Young	Officers	of	YO16	Batch.	
These	guys	 sAll	hold	a	 Lunch	 reunion	 in	Dorset	every	year,	
and	a	posh	"do"	every	10	years.	 	It	is	their	60th	anniversary	
coming	up,	and	clearly	Malcolm	relishes	 the	prospect!	 	 	 In	
1961	 Malcolm	 saw	 his	 first	 acAve	 service	 in	 the	 1st	 Iraqi	
Kuwait	 Gulf	 War	 [no	 bullets	 fired!]	 	 He	 was	 sent	 to	 the	
desert	which	on	reflecAon	he	was	glad	about	because	it	was	
clean	 and	 dry,	 albeit	 hot,	 compared	 to	 the	 jungle.	 An	
amphibious	 force	 was	 established	 in	 the	 Persian	 Gulf,	 in	
Bahrain,	where	Malcolm	worked.		
	 	 	Back	 in	Greenwich	he	captained	the	Royal	Naval	College	
First	 XV	 Rugby	 Team.	 	 While	 there	 he	 and	 4	 chums	 who	
loved	 skiing	 set	 their	 sights	 on	 Skeleton	 Racing	 at	 the	 one	
and	 only	 St	 Moritz	 Toboggan	 Club.	 He	 was	 picked	 to	
represent	 the	 Royal	 Navy	 and	 won	 the	 UK	 Inter	 	 Services	
Lord	 Trenchard	 Trophy	 in	 1969.	 In	 1970,	 he	 founded	 and	
formed	the	Royal	Navy	Bob	Sled	team,	aZer	a	business	man	
from	Stockton	on	Tees,	one	magnificent	George	Cinnamond,	
offered	to	sponsor	the	team	with	two	Bob	sleds,	The	Team	is	
sAll	going	strong	and	a	Navy	Team	came	fourth	 in	the	Two	
Man	 Bob	 in	 the	 last	 Winter	 Olympics.	 From	 what	 I	 can	
gather,	Malcolm	 thought	 this	was	 a	 great	 life,	 and	 he	 had	
fun	going	to	the	pub	every	night!	
			He	was	sent	to	Poole	in	1962	and	back	to	Bahrain	in	1964.		
He	 then	 spent	 some	Ame	 in	Devon	 training	young	officers.	

Graham	 Dunlop,	 who	 gave	 the	 Gallipoli	 Talk	 last	
November,	 was	 one	 of	 his	 students,	 and	 a	 very	 good	
one	too.	It	was	during	this	period	that	Malcolm	told	me	
of	a	parAcular	escapade.	 (Check	out	his	 'Most	unusual	
experience'	account	below.)			He	thinks	his	most	tesAng	
role	was	as	Parade	Adjutant	in	the	Royal	Marines	Depot	
in	Deal,	Kent,	but	his		rugger	with	'Blackheath'	kept	him	
sane.	 It	was	there	that	he	met	Sarah	who	was	a	Sister	
in	 The	Queen	Alexander's	 RN	Nursing	 Service	working	
in	 the	 Sick	 Bay;	 they	 were	 married	 in	 church	 at	 the	
Depot	in	1967.		
In	 1969	 he	 vividly	 remembers	 finding	 out	 about	 the	
birth	 of	 his	 first	 child	 via	 an	 announcement.	 He	 was	
back	 in	 St	 Moritz	 with	 the	 Navy	 Team.	 One	 day	 in	 a	
training	 run	 he'd	 just	 arrived	 at	 the	 finish,	 exhausted,	
when	 he	 heard	 over	 the	 Broadcast	 from	 the	 Tower	
"Hello	 Big	 Daddy!	 	 You've	 just	 become	 a	 father	 to	
Annabel"	 which	 rang	 down	 the	 Valley	 and	 he	
remembers	this	as	one	of	the	happiest	moments	of	his	
life.	 Benjamin	was	 born	 in	 1971	 and	 Toby	 in	 1974.	 In	
1970	Malcolm	 became	 a	 Company	 Commander	 in	 41	
Commando	and	was	sent	 to	Malta.	When	 the	 families	
were	 sent	 home	 in	 1972	 the	 Commando	went	 to	 the	
BriAsh	 Virgin	 Islands	 for	 training	 but	 via	 Florida	 and	
Disney	World	(Not	the	sort	of	treat	ordinary	employees	
can	expect!)	
From	 1973	 Malcolm	 returned	 to	 Poole	 and	 in	 1975	
there	 was	 another	 posAng,	 this	 Ame	 to	 Virginia	 USA	
and	the	US	Marine	Corps	Staff	College.	 	 	Back	in	Poole	
in	 1976	 they	 bought	 their	 house	 in	 Farrington	 and	
Malcolm	 ended	 his	 Royal	 Marine	 days	 in	 1980.	 	 This	
was	 to	mark	 a	 turning	 point	 in	 his	 career,	 but	 not	 to	
one	less	full	of	adventures!	
	In	1981	"new	horizons	opened	up"	when	Malcolm	was	
invited	 to	 join	 Control	 Risks	 Ltd,	 a	 company	 that	 has	
grown	 because	 of	 its	 knowledge	 and	 experience	 of	
crisis	management.		By	now	it	was	clear	to	me	that	this	
was	 the	perfect	 job	 for	Malcolm	who	 freely	admits	 to	
recklessness.	He	regularly	went	off	to	foreign	parts	for	
3	 weeks	 at	 a	 Ame,	 and	 then	 returned	 to	 Sarah,	 who	
kept	the	home	fires	burning,	with	the	occasional	game	
of	 bridge!	 This	 was	 rewarding	work	 because	Malcolm	
loved,	 from	 his	 knowledge,	 experience	 and	
understanding	of	 extremist	 and	major	 crimes,	 his	 role	
as	a	problem-solver,	and	to	help	other	people	in	crisis.	
			ReArement	in	2000	did	not	really	mean	slowing	down	
much!	 	 In	 2006	 he	 joined	 the	 ScienAfic	 ExploraAon	
Society	based	in	Motcombe	and	went	on	an	expediAon	
to	a	 remote	area	of	Bolivia	 to	discover	evidence	of	an	
early	civilisaAon.		This	opportunity	arose	because	of	his	
canoeing	 experience	 -	 he	 had	 done	 the	 120	 mile	
Devises	 to	 Westminster	 Canoe	 Race	 in	 1963,	 and	 for	
the	 expediAon	 trained	 in	 white	 water	 raZing	 in	 Bala,	
North	 Wales,	 to	 test	 whether	 he	 was	 up	 to	 the	
challenge	in	his	mid	60s!		

In	 short,	Malcolm	 has	 led	 an	 exciAng	 life,	 driven	 by	 his	
enthusiasms	 for	 skiing,	 which	 Sarah	 and	 the	 family	
shared,	 by	 rugby,	 and	 by	 his	 insaAable	 taste	 for	
adventures!		
						
How	long	in	Farrington?			
39	years.	
	
Favourite	TV	programmes?	
AnAques	Road	Show.	

Taste	in	Music.		
Broad,	all	types.	Malcolm	was	a	choir	boy	from	the	age	of	
8,	so	he	loves	Church	Music,	but	also	classics	and	Pop	of	
the	50s.
	
Food	heaven?
Roast		Beef	cooked	by	Sarah	at	home.

Most	Unusual	Experience?	
For	me,	this	was	the	clincher!	Malcolm	told	the	following	
story	 and	 it	 seemed	 a	 mixture	 of	 James	 Bond,	 Whisky	
Galore	and	a	Famous	Five	Adventure!	 	 	While	working	in	
Devon,	 a	 Navy	 Diving	 chum	 invited	 him	 to	 join	 	 an	
expediAon	to	search	for	the	Dutch	ship,	De	Leifde,	which	
sank	off	the	coast	of	Out	Skerrie	in	The	Shetland	Islands	in	
1711.	 	 This	 was	 to	 be	 a	 treasure	 hunt,	 so	 of	 course	
Malcolm	 agreed	 at	 once	 and	 illicitly	 "borrowed"	 some	
diving	 gear	 from	 a	 Naval	 Training	 Centre,	 took	 some	
Leave,	 and	 set	 off	 with	 his	 four	 friends	 who	 had	
commissioned	a	motor	boat	 in	 the	Norfolk	Broads.	They	
had	only	 reached	Northumberland	when	 they	hit	 a	 very	
bad	 storm,	 but	 clung	 on	 in	 terrible	 condiAons,	 finally	
reaching	Out	Skerrie,	the	northernmost	Shetland	Island.	
	 	 	There	were	two	divers	on	board,	but	diving	apparatus	
for	only	one,	 so	Malcolm	did	 the	first	dive	 the	day	aZer	
they	arrived.		He	went	down	50Z	but	could	see	only	kelp,	
and	li9le	patches	of	sand	and	rock.		Then	he	noAced	what	
looked	like	black	ringlets	in	the	sand,	and	on	invesAgaAon	
used	his	knife	 to	prize	a	black	 ring	 loose	 from	the	 tar	 in	
which	it	was	embedded.		He	had	found	the	treasure	trove	
of	coins!	

In	 true	 pioneer	 spirit,	 Malcolm	 disregarded	 one	 of	 the	
first	rules	of	diving	by	detaching	his	buoyancy	marker	and	
tying	 it	 to	 a	 rock	 near	 the	 treasure,	 and	 surfaced	 with	
much	gesAculaAon	and	excitement	to	tell	his	incredulous	
mates	 what	 he	 had	 seen.	 Having	 confirmed	 they	 had	
found	 a	 large	 deposit	 of	 silver	 coins,	 their	 mission	 was	
accomplished,	 though	 they	 hadn't	 had	 permission	 to	 go	
treasure	hunAng	in	the	first	place!	

Malcolm	Cavan	had	a	great	involvement	with	the	church	
of	St	Mary's	and	fundraising	idea's	especially	leading	the	
drive	 for	 the	 restoraAon	 fund	 concerning	 the	 church	
bells.
When	 asked	 if	 he	 would	 head	 a	 bid	 to	 the	 naAonal	
lo9ery	for	a	grant	to	restore	our	bells	he	 jumped	at	the	
chance,	and	worked	Arelessly	to	come	up	with	a	plan.

Through	many	 hours	 of	 preparing	 paperwork	 etc	 and	 a	
knowledge	 of	 how	 to	 communicate	 his	 plan	 succeeded	
and	we	were	not	only	able	to	restore	the	six	bells	but	to	
have	enough	funds	to	recast	a	new	tenor	bell	that	was	at	
the	Ame	grossly	underweight.	
He	was	so	delighted	to	be	able	to	witness	the	casAng	of	
that	 bell	 up	 at	 Taylor's	 bell	 foundry	 and	 to	 see	 the	
compleAon	of	the	project	as	a	whole.	

We	 send	our	 sincere	 condolences	 to	 his	 family	 and	will	
remember	him	with	complete	affecAon.	

When	 they	 returned	 to	 Scotland	 a	 generous	 fisherman	
gave	them	an	enormous	lobster	which	was	later	returned	
to	the	sea	when	the	intrepid,	sea-sick	sailors	hit	another	
storm.	 	They	only	just	managed	to	get	the	boat	to	Wick,	
where	they	abandoned	the	vessel	on	the	shore	and	sent	a	
message	to	the	owner	that	the	boat	was	not	seaworthy.		
They	booked	a	room	in	a	hotel	where	they	took	it	in	turn	
to	 have	 baths	 -	 complete	 luxury	 aZer	 their	 10	 days	
without	washing	on	this	Spartan	expediAon.	 	They	didn't	
even	spend	the	night	there,	however,	but	caught	a	train	
to	London.	The	Times	and	Telegraph	both	reported	their	
amazing	story,	so	when	Malcolm	returned	from	Leave	he	
was	called	before	his	Commanding	Officer.	 	He	explained	
that	he	was	on	Leave	and	had	thought	it	was	like	deciding	
to	 take	 the	 dog	 for	 a	 walk...	 Somehow,	 yours	 truly	
wriggled	out	of	trouble	and	got	off	scot-free!	
	
What	single	change	would	improve	your	life?		
"I	wish	I	had	tried	harder	when	I	was	young."	
	
What	is	an	important	lesson	has	life	taught	you?	
"I	always	 like	 to	 take	a	posiAve	astude;	 I	am	perhaps	a	
risk-taker	(!)	beneath	it	all,	but	that	makes	life	exciAng."	
	
Best	thing	about	Shroton	and	Farrington?				
"The	vibrancy	of	the	community,	old	and	young.	



Editorial	-	Claire	Low

Dear	Everyone,	

I	 hope	 this	 finds	 you	 in	 good	 spirits	 and	 keeping	 yourself	
healthy.	April’s	beauAful,	equally	unchartered,	weather	has	
been	 a	 Godsend	 for	 many	 with	 gardens	 profiteering	 and	
minds	and	bodies	exercised.	

Malcolm	 Cavan’s	 passing	 has	 been	 a	 huge	 loss	 to	 our	
community,	and	I	hope	that	this	issue	brings	some	comfort	
to	those	who	are	missing	him.	

Please	 keep	 the	 creaAve	 juices	 flow,	 the	 painted	 stones	
and	pictures	around	the	village	have	been	much	admired.	
Well	done	all	of	you!

Please	 keep	 safe	 and	 well,	 and	 do	 use	 the	 resources	
available	to	allow	you	to	do	so.	

All	the	best,	Claire	

NATURAL BEAUTY

Mobile Beauty Therapist 
Beauty Treatments in the comfort of  your own home

Manicure / Pedicure  I  Waxing  I  Shellac I  Facials 
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Open sacks delivered to your door!

Contact F Compton
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Are you looking to reduce your plastic waste 
& food miles?

Try our new self-service milk vending 
machine.

Fresh, pasteurised Whole or Semi-Skimmed 
milk, dispensed straight into a reusable glass 

bottle, recyclable polybottle or bring your 
own clean container from home.

Simple to use, accepts coins, notes & gives 
change.

£1.00 per litre

Available 7am – 7pm, 7 days a week
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www.meggymoosdairy.co.uk

Saturday 21 September 2019 at 6.30pm

St Mary’s Church, Shroton 

A concert by the Blackmore Vale 
Brass Quintet

Pimms and light refreshments available
Donations to the Church Organ Fund

Free admission

(Not	quite!)	Village	Hall	News		by	Ena	Rees

With	no	community	acAvity	in	the	Village	Hall,	but	perhaps	
a	need	to	send	a	message	that	normal	life	will	resume	some	
day,	I	am	wriAng	especially	for	all	those	who	depend	on	
their	paper	copy	of	Shroton	Lines	and	cannot	share	the	
internet	emailed	version.		It	must	feel	parAcularly	alienaAng	
to	be	in	a	lockdown	where	other	village	social	networks	are	
severely	disrupted	and	news	does	not	get	through.

Firstly,	an	update	on	the	Village	Hall	itself:	new	display	
boards	have	been	put	up	at	the	bell	end	of	the	Hall	so	that	
art	work	and	other	exhibiAons	can	have	a	permanent	place.		
There	are	several	art	groups	ordinarily	using	the	Hall,	and	
various	occasions	on	which	we	need	wall	space,	so	
hopefully	they	will	prove	an	asset.		Thanks	to	Denise	Parry-
Jones,	Mike	Jones	and	Andrew	Rees	for	spending	Ame	
organising	and	mounAng	these	boards	through	distance-
based	negoAaAon	and	some	social	distancing	actually	in	
situ!		The	on-going	work	on	the	railings	outside	had	to	be	
suspended	while	we	wait	for	paint,	but	thank	you	to	those	
who	offered	to	help	me;	it	is	a	bit	of	a	lonesome,	tedious	
job	in	our	largely	deserted	village!

Meanwhile,	thank	you	to	the	mystery	pebble	arAst	
encouraging	us	to	“Stay	PosiAve”	and	to	thank	the	NHS	and	
Key	Workers.		What	a	lovely,	cheering	surprise	to	spot	
these	pebbles	at	the	bus	stop	opposite	The	Cricketers,	and	
to	learn	from	Mike	Sco9’s	Pied	Piper	emails	that	pebbles	
have	also	been	spo9ed	elsewhere.		These	pebbles	are	
beauAfully	done	and	an	original	way	to	send	good	wishes!

Cathy	Bird,	on	behalf	of	Child	Okeford	WI,	has	organised	a	
few	willing	needle-workers	to	contribute	to	the	effort	to	

A plastic free, waste reducing store for the 
earth conscious consumer. Household 
refills in addition to plastic free products. 

Swans Yard, Shaftesbury. Open Mon-Sat

convert	old	duvet	covers	and	sheets	into	scrubs	caps	for	use	
in	Dorchester	Hospital.		It	is	slow,	tedious	work	but	it	feels	
good	to	have	something	vaguely	useful	to	do,	though	I	know	
there	are	those	who	feel	our	NHS	should	not	be	having	to	
scrabble	around	for	equipment	in	the	first	place.	(Is	there	
anyone	out	there	who	knows	how	to	mend	a	sewing	
machine?		I	am	reduced	to	cusng	out	duAes	as	I	cannot	get	
my	bobbin	to	turn	and	pick	up	the	thread.)

Anne	Pearson’s	list	of	volunteers	seems	to	be	largely	under-
used,	so	please	remember	to	ask	if	there	is	anything	anyone	
needs,	whether	it	is	physical	help	at	home,	transport	for	
medical	appointments	or	just	running	errands.		Remember,	
when	you	ask	for	help	you	are	also	helping	others	to	feel	
useful	and	they	have	volunteered	because	they	enjoy	doing	
so!

These	are	strange	Ames,	and	we	are	all	having	to	learn	to	
adapt.		For	some,	it	seems	the	lockdown	is	a	novelty	that	is	
allowing	free	Ame	to	enjoy	the	weather,	the	garden,	or	even	
the	relaAve	tranquillity	of	working	from	home.		For	others,	
the	loss	of	social	contact	is	more	of	a	strain.		I	do	hope	there	
is	no-one	who	reads	the	Shroton	Lines	who	is	suffering	
unduly,	but	if	there	is,	please	reach	out	by	asking	for	help	
from	anyone	you	see	out	and	about,	or	telephone	Anne	
Pearson	on	863892	to	arrange	help.		There	are	plenty	of	
willing	and	ready	helpers	around!		SomeAmes	it	is	just	a	chat	
that	is	needed	–	and	that	is	fine!		We	must	all	be	missing	
family	and	friends	who	cannot	visit	and	those	we	feel	would	
benefit	from	us	visiAng	them.

Warm	best	wishes	to	all	our	community	and	let’s	hope	we	
can	all	conAnue	to	be	lucky	enough	to	escape	the	worst	of	
this	pandemic	by	sisng	it	out	in	Shroton.

Check	 out	 Axel	 Scheffler’s	 latest	 offering,	 and	 free	 to	
download.	‘Corona	Virus	for	Children’.	www.nosycrow.com

Learn	 to	 write	 poetry,	 read	 free	 books	 www.https://
literacytrust.org.uk/

Go	 to	 for	 clever	 ways	 to	 keep	 entertained,	 learn	 to	 sign,	
friendship	 bracelet	 tutorials	 and	 more.	 www.https: / /
standagainstviolence.co.uk/

Listen	to	David	Walliams	 latest	book	for	free	online.	https://
www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/

#SAVEWITHSTORIES	on	Instagram.	Celebri;es	reading	their	
fave	kids	books.	I	liked	Henry	Winkler	reading	The	Goblin	
and	the	Empty	Chair”	

https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://standagainstviolence.co.uk/
https://standagainstviolence.co.uk/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
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SHROTON	SUMMER	SHOW	
5TH	SEPTEMBER	2020

The	show	must	go	on!	Hopefully	by	September,	we	will	be	out	of	 lockdown	and	able	 to	 interact	with	each	
other	 again.	 We	 had	 tentaAvely	 begun	 planning	 the	 show	 for	 the	 usual	 post	 bank	 holiday	 weekend	 of	
September	5	th	before	the	Virus	struck.	With	this	in	mind,	now	is	the	Ame	to	seize	the	ne9le	(as	it	were)	and	
begin	 thinking	 about	 entries:	 don’t	 dispose	 of	 any	works	 of	 art	 the	 children	 are	 creaAng	 during	 lockdown,	
keeping	bo9ling,	craZing/creaAng	and	nurturing	your	gardens	and	vegetable	plots.	Next	month	a	copy	of	the	
schedule	will	be	a9ached	to	the	Lines	and	circulated	virtually	and	on	the	noAce	boards	of	the	village	so	that	
you	can	see	the	classes	while	taking	your	daily	exercise.	T

here	 will	 be	 a	 few	 new	 classes	 this	 year	 –	 subject	 to	 approval	 –	 so	 possibly	 A	 Jar	 of	 Honey,	 the	 Largest	
Sunflower	Head,	the	Oddest	Looking	Vegetable	and	Heaviest	Pumpkin	together	with	all	the	usual	favourites.	
Please	contact	Alex	Smith	on	mrsacsmith@gmail.com	if	you	have	any	further	suggesAons	or	are	able	to	help	
at	all	on	the	day.	Fingers	crossed	that	life	will	have	returned	to	some	semblance	of	normality	by	then…

By	Alex	Smith

Shroton	Cricket	Club	-	Supporang	the	NHS!		
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Tel:  01258 861285 for details
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Here to make life easier
Please call Miss Ball
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