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The Shroton Lines 
The Shroton Lines is a community newspaper which celebrates the life of the vil-

lage and its inhabitants. It is compiled by local volunteers and provides infor-

mation and news. Those of us who are involved with the creation of the Lines are 

hugely grateful for everyone who contributes and particularly to Emma who is re-

sponsible for printing it. Contact: shrotonlines@gmail.com. Editor: Helen Christmas, 

Quince Cottage, The Corner. Please do submit stories, recipes and letters! 

Issue 255 

October 2021 

Dates for the diary 

October 

Recycling/Rubbish 

 (main village) 

Mon 4  Rubbish  

Mon 11 Recycling 

Mon 18 Rubbish 

Mon 25 Recycling 

 

 

Recycling/Rubbish 

 (The Corner& Courtney 
Close) 

Weds 6 Rubbish 

Weds 13 Recycling 

Weds 20 Rubbish 

Weds 27 Recycling 

 

Garden waste (all) 

Weds 6 

Weds 20 

 

Coffee and catch up  

10.30—12.00 in the hall 

Every Wednesday 

 

Lunch and Chat 

25th October in the hall 

 

Council Meetings 

Wednesday 20th in the Village 
Hall at 7.00 pm 

 

Jumble Sale 

Saturday  23 October, 2 pm 

 

Harvest Festival and Lunch 

Sunday 3 October 

Do let me know about any 
events planned for November 
so that I can add them to the 
‘’What’s on’ section. 

  

Shroton History by Judith Hewitt 

 

The White Hart (Cricketers) Pub 

 

The earliest records of licensed Victuallers in Shroton are Edward New and John 

Tuffin in 1714. The pubs are not named but one has the sign of a Bush. This has 

Roman origins as ‘Tabernae’ would advertise their wares of wine by hanging vine 

leaves outside their buildings. In chilly Britannia where vines did not flourish, 

these were replaced by other leaves, hence the name). 

 

In 1759 John Goddard held a license for the Bush but in 1760 he changed the 

name to the White Hart Public House which, as an amenity, played an integral part 

to village life from hosting Cock fighting in 1799, auction sales of local oak tree 

stocks, house and furniture auctions, Coroner inquests, Pigeon Shooting contests, 

AGMs of village organisations, Men’s Cricket Club, Friendly Society, Literary Club 

etc to the official Tithe/Tax breakdown which took place in 1838. 

 

Until 1918 the White Hart was owned by the Pitt Rivers family. The village sale cat-

alogue description states that ”The house is brick built with a thatched roof and 

fronted by a small lawn and open green beyond, extending to the main highway. 

At the rear it is adjacent to Newfield Lane. It has good cellars and outbuildings. 

The house has a bar, smoking room, taproom, large living room, large cellars, 3 

bedrooms, lobby and attic bedroom. There is a long club room and an additional 

long room and the old skittle alley is used as a trap house. On the opposite of the 

open yard stands the old Brewhouse brick built and thatched containing 2 rooms. 

In the large enclosed yard is a stone built with tiled roof, 4 stalled stable with loft” 

..Senior and Godwin auctioneers. 

 

Mr Joseph Crew leased the White Hart for £45 pa, although Hall and Woodhouse 

bought the pub for £750. However, soon after it burnt down to be replaced by the 

present building. 

 

The pub was sold in 1990s and renamed The Cricketers 
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 The case of the disappearing church table……. 

 

Can anyone shed any light on  our latest mystery: a table missing from the 

church? 

Please let Jim Bird know if you have any information! 
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Monthly photo competition:   

The answer: 

 

It is a shot of the writing inside the 

bus stop opposite The Cricketers! 

 

 

The Hewitt Wedding 

 

.Jessica and Andrew would like to thank 

everyone for their good wishes and help, making their 

wedding day ‘their best day of their lives together’. 

It stopped raining, the sun shone, the marquee and 

Church were full of beautiful flowers, there were no 

cowpats to walk in and no one suffered with 

CoVID ...what a result! And best of all the warnings of 

thunder and lightening disappeared and the Spitfire 

fly past was sensational!  

Theme nights return to The Cricketers! 

 
October 6th: Spanish night 

 

 
 

So, dust off your castanets, flounce up your mantillas 
and watch for more details!    Ole! 

 

 
The Limerick & humorous poem competition. 

 
Thank you to those who sent entries in!  This is the pick of 
this month’s. Yet another anonymous posting. We are 
clearly a modest lot! 
 

Two men were seen at the bar 
Discussing the model of their next car 
Should it be diesel, petrol or electric 
No village charging points made them apoplectic 
Build them on the Glebe ….  the best place by far 
 
 
 

 
Please keep them coming! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SHROTON FOOD BANK: please give generously 

Please remember to donate to the food bank in the 

church porch: all  items are gratefully accepted. Toilet-

ries and nappies are particularly needed. 

 

Over the past difficult years,  the food banks in Dorset 

have seen a 150% rise in use.  Please help us to  give 

support to the charities that are helping those who 

have little or nothing. 

Keats tells us that Autumn is ‘a season of mists 

and mellow fruitfulness’, but it is also the season 

to buy your logs! 

For Shroton residents: we are aiming to do a de-

livery of them on the 16th of October. 

Cost: £60 per bag. 

Please email   shrotonlogs@gmail.com    with 

number of  bags required, your name, address 

and contact number.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Jason 

mailto:shrotonlogs@gmail.com
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You will have read about the new playpark which is  underdevelopment, but Jacquie Groucher wrote to The 

Lines to ask if we could also remember the volunteers who established the play park.  

She writes: 

 As we are shortly getting a new Swing Park I thought it would be a nice idea to acknowledge  the people who 

put forward the original idea. Who were they? I am pretty sure that Janet Jones was one, was Tricia Good-

body another? 

 Enclosed photos of two of my Grandchildren, now well into their 20s, enjoying  many hours of fun.  

Thank you whoever you are. All my Grandchildren still love it. 

  

Who better to ask about those who were responsible for the  original play park than the readers of the 

Lines? Please let me know ! In the meantime, here are Jacquie’s photos: 
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Recycling information 
 

The Dorset Council waste management system is cur-

rently facing various challenges for a variety of rea-

sons. 

One of the things we can do as residents of the Parish 

of Iwerne Courtney & Steepleton (including  Shroton) 

to benefit the environment and help improve the effi-

ciency of our local waste recycling processes is to en-

sure we are putting the right waste in the right bin. 

For those of you who have access to the internet, go 

to: 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and

-litter/which-bin-do-i-use 

which will give you a complete list.  

There is a useful and clear leaflet at :  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/-/right-stuff-
right-bin 

The message to pass on from the Dorset Council 

Waste Education team, in conjunction with the  Right 

Stuff, Right Bin campaign, is,  ‘if in doubt, chuck it out’ 

e.g. the black bin. This course of action will minimise 

contamination of otherwise recyclable material and 

minimise what waste ends up being incinerated.  

I hope this helps you make the right decision next bin 

day. 

John Gredley 

Parish Councillor 

Plastics 
 
Plastic Pollution is putting our wildlife and our 
oceans at risk. The UK’s supermarkets must take re-
sponsibility for their throwaway plastic packaging. 
Please join me in calling on UK supermarkets to ditch 
throwaway plastic packaging. 
 
Thank you, 
Caroline Barrett 
 
https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-free-
supermarkets? 
 

 

Don’t forget that the clocks  

go back an hour on October 

31st 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/which-bin-do-i-use
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/which-bin-do-i-use
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/-/right-stuff-right-bin
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/-/right-stuff-right-bin
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Words from the editor 

Thank you to all those who responded to my email 
about sending articles and letters to The Lines. As we all 
know, the more voices we hear, the better our experi-
ence of life will be. As we tentatively emerge from a pe-
riod in history which will be studied by our grand- and 
great-grand children, perhaps we should now be talking 
loudly about the significance of community. 

However, one glance through The Lines will be enough 
to see that we have a thriving community here, whether 
that be clearing roads from fallen trees, supporting vil-
lage events, moving chicken coops or initiating new ven-
tures. And under the surface of the village , there are 
many, many people who are volunteers, or good neigh-
bours and friends or unsung heroes of village life. 

Charles Spurgeon wrote "A village is a hive of glass, 
where nothing unobserved can pass." I think that his 
words can be read in two ways. Firstly, in a village 
setting, everyone knows what is going on in every one 
else’s lives (criticism) and secondly that in in a village 
setting, everyone knows what is going on in every one 
else’s lives (applause!). Isn’t it good that we notice what 
is going on in our community—the curtains not drawn, 
the new vibrant coloured car, the wonderful hydran-
geas, the new dog, the new neighbours? 

Long live the village! 

 

Meggy Moo’s Park Farm,   

Bessells Lane,  
Shroton  
DT11 8TP  

 

Are you looking to reduce your plastic waste & food miles? 

Try our new self-service milk vending machine. Fresh, pasteur-
ised Whole or Semi-Skimmed milk, dispensed straight into a re-
usable glass bottle, recyclable polybottle or bring your own clean 
container from home. 

 Simple to use, accepts coins, notes & gives change. £1.00 per 
litre  

 

We also sell local meats, cheeses, yogurts and ice creams. And 
don’t forget to try our very own Meggy Moo’s sea salt butter 

Available 7am – 7pm, 7 days a week 

 Tel. 07908267410 www.meggymoosdairy.co.uk  

Moo! 

 

 

 

 

 

Music for a Summer’s evening 

On Friday 30th September, we had a lovely concert of 
songs from the light classical and musical theatre rep-
ertoire, performed by Sian Coombs (mezzo soprano) 
and Olivia Ward (soprano), accompanied by James 
Smith (piano) . 

Entry was free,  but the concert was intended to raise 
money for the  church and £335 was raised. 

 Thank you to James for organising this and  to  Sian 
and Olivia for their wonderful performances. 
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Thank you 

As most, if not all of you know, Alastair my beloved 
father died on 7th September; although he had been 
increasingly frail for the past year or so, his death 
was actually very unexpected – for us anyway. And 
comes just under a decade since our mother died on 
15th November 2011.  

My parents bought Shroton Cottage in 1984 and next 
month I am including a story of how they turned a 
wreck into the beautiful house it is today. And every-
thing else that they did for the village in the past al-
most 40 years. But in the meantime, I would very 
much like to thank everyone who has helped me 
since his death: 
  

Natasha Monaghan for dropping off a loaf of home-

made bread and a delicious cake. 

Emma Grigg for looking after my children Arthur and 

Matilda during Daddy’s funeral. 

Jim Bird for helping organise the service, and for his 
enormous sunflower sitting at the back of the 
church! 
And the wonderful people who made the church look 
so beautiful – full of flowers – for this last time Dad 
visited his village church.  
Jan Simmons 
Malcolm Trowbridge 
Anthea Gibson Fleming 
   

BSO concerts start again this Autumn 

During lockdown, the BSO streamed some marvellous live and 
recorded performances, but it is lovely to see that their Autumn 
season begins again on Wednesday nights from 6th October. 

The orchestra was founded in 1893 and although originally 
based in Bournemouth, moved to the Poole Arts Centre in 1979. 

Originally called the Bournemouth Municipal orchestra, it was a 
wind band for the first couple of years. Strings soon joined the 
ensemble and after a couple of years, the orchestra performed 
symphonies. In 1927, in a concert ahead of its time, the orches-
tra performed a programme made up entirely of music by wom-
en composers. 

The orchestra has had several notable conductors including 
Charles Groves. The present conductor in residence is Kirill 
Karabits. Tickets for the autumn programme are currently on 
sale. 

(contd) 

Alex Smith 
Fiona Gibson Fleming 
Jennifer Coombs 
Kate Parry Evans and Barbara Briggs 
who helped organise the tea in the village hall after the 
service on Saturday 16th September. 
  
Alastair and I are so incredibly grateful to you all. And to 
those that came to celebrate Daddy’s lovely long life.  
Josie x 
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Poem for October by Caroline Barrett 

 
As I write this, September is still treating us to a series 
of glorious sunny days but the earlier closing down of 
the day and the cooler, dewy mornings are a reminder 
that it won’t be long before we’re lighting the fire and 
looking out the scarves and gloves we put away in 
April…. This poem by Thomas Hardy evokes perfectly 
this time of year – and his mention of the cider-maker 
in the second verse makes me hope that this time next 
year Shroton’s apple-growers will be gathering to 
press their own home-grown produce! 

 

Shortening Days at the Homestead  

 
The first fire since the summer is lit, and is smoking 
into the room: 

    The sun-rays thread it through, like woof-lines in a 
loom. 

    Sparrows spurt from the hedge, whom misgivings 
appal 

That winter did not leave last year for ever, after all. 

    Like shock-headed urchins, spiny-haired, 

    Stand pollard willows, their twigs just bared. 

 
Who is this coming with pondering pace, 

Black and ruddy, with white embossed, 

His eyes being black, and ruddy his face, 

And the marge of his hair like morning frost? 

      It’s the cider-maker, 

      And appletree-shaker, 

And behind him on wheels, in readiness, 

His mill, and tubs, and vat, and press. 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

 

The village has said farewell to two  residents in 
the last few weeks. Joan Way who had lived in 
Shroton for over 40 years taking part in village life 
for all that time with her family, died in August. 
She was a regular attendee at village events and 
her cheerful presence has been much missed. 

 

Mark Goodbody’s funeral was held last week. 
Mark had lived in the village since 1984 and was a 
stalwart and much loved member of the commu-
nity.   

 

We send our thoughts and our condolences to the  
family and friends of both Joan and Mark 
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The Noble Cleaner 

All Domestic Cleaning Duties 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, General Daily Duties 

All ironing now undertaken, free collection and  deliveries 

(excludes weekends) 

 

Here to make life easier 

Please call Mrs Colborne 

01258 861651 or 07938 389250 

Coal Merchants 

Open Sacks delivered to your door 

Contact F Compton 

The Glen     

  

Berwick St John 

Shaftesbury 

SP7 0HD 

Please call with enquiries or orders 

01747 828353  or www.fcomptoncoal.co.uk 

Learn To Bake #RealBread with Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
I’ll teach you how to make and bake traditional bread from the comfort 
of your own home. I supply everything from flour to aprons (apart from 
the oven!)  
  
Catering for Individuals, Groups, Families, Demonstrations, Events & 
Parties  
  
Making life better one slice at a time          
M: 07925 911 881  
E:  Bake@FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk  
W: FlourWaterSaltTime.co.uk                                 

NATURAL BEAUTY  

Mobile Beauty Therapist Beauty Treatments in the comfort of your 
own home 

 Manicure / Pedicure I Waxing I Shellac I Facials Massage I 
Lash/Brow Tinting IPamper Parties      

 

For more information : 07920269664  

kellyrbrady@hotmail.co.uk  

www.kellynaturalbeauty.co.uk 

 

  

Having a celebra-

tion tea or friends 

for coffee and 

want to make it 

special? Call Kate.  

 

Treat your friends 

with showstopping 

cakes and tarts.  

 

 

Artisan Baker 

Lovingly Home Made Cakes and Puddings 

Call Kate 

07970 297037 

SHROTON OIL SCHEME  

Taking orders for delivery now  

Also available for free delivery:  

Water Softener Salt (Block and Tab-
lets) TOP-UP, Please don’t RUN OUT  

Tel: 01258 861285 for details 

Do you have anything to advertise? 

Contact Helen at  

shrotonlines@gmail.com 

 The 

Artisan 

Baker 

http://flourwatersalttime.co.uk/
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offering  green waste disposal and the sale of top quality  

accredited topsoil and compost 

Onsite processing of materials produces excellent screened 10mm top-

soil, landscaping compost for domestic and commercial use and agri-

cultural spec compost. 

Also available, seasoned mix of hard and softwood logs, cut and split 

 

For    more inf ormation    about our products and services, please  contact 

 

Rod: 01725 518673/07896 544197 or Andy 07766 163203 

www.newbournecompost.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWBOURNE FARM COMPOSTING 
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Oh no it isn’t. OH YES IT IS! 

Panto lives on in Shroton: a message from Emma House 

 

PANTO UPDATE – Thank you to everyone for offering to get  

involved. We’re thrilled there’s been so much enthusiasm.  

Due to Covid we’ll be putting the panto on in warmer weather  

rather than the usual January date. This is so we can have windows and doors open and people can feel  

confident coming to the village hall to watch and participate. I’m sorry if this is disappointing for panto  

traditionalists but we’ll try and make it worth waiting for!  

 

Watch this space and we’ll be in touch with everyone who has offered to act or help behind the scenes.  

An update on the new playpark by Natasha 

We hired Jack Mustey who did a brilliant job for us.  He fixed the fence, dug out the old tree stump, took up all 

the edging and leftover bark chippings and levelled/ top soiled the area.   This area is where the new climbing 

equipment will sit and we have also levelled the area to include under the swings.  It has now all been grass 

seeded by Ali Rudd.   Ali along with Andy and Ena Rees are looking after the watering this month so the grass 

grows ready for installation of the equipment in early October.   

Hopefully those of you who wanted some wood from the old equipment got some. The slides were given away.  

Huge thanks to Jack who was efficient, tidy, brilliant value and super nice. 

Also thanks to Andy and Ena Rees for their support with the watering.   Big thanks to Ali for looking after the 

prep side of the project.   

We are so excited to see the new equipment. Thank you  to all of you who have supported us, 
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Parish Council News  

17 September 2021 Parish Clerk iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  

 

Blue Badge Holders 

Dorset Council are currently running a consultation and want to hear from resident Blue Badge Holders to assist 
with a unified approach to parking charges across the Dorset Council area. 

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=162825060301 

 

        Changes to the Highway Code: rules on using motorways  

From 14 September 2021 there are changes to the rules on using motorways, so it’s as important as ever that you 

“check the Code” – and continue to do so on a regular basis. The rules in the Highway Code are updated when 

there are changes in the law.   New rules may be added while you are preparing for your practical test, or after 

you have passed. 

The changes made as of today refer to guidance on smart motorways. A total of 33 existing rules will be amended 

and two new rules introduced, with a number of amendments made to the additional information annexes. These 

include:   

•  clearer advice on where to stop in an emergency  

•  the importance of not driving in a lane closed by a Red X  

• The use of variable speed limits to manage congestion  

• updated guidance on key factors that contribute to safety-related incidents, including unroadworthy vehi-
cles, tailgating and driving in roadworks.  

 

How to stay updated  

GOV.UK includes a list of the latest updates that have been made, so it’s quick and easy to see what has changed. 

You can also sign up for email alerts whenever the Highway Code is updated.  The Highway Code on 

GOV.UK allows you to: search for key words and phrases within The Highway Code and print sections more easily.  

There is also an official Highway Code app. 

Afghan Relocation Scheme – Dorset 

 

Dorset Council is urging private landlords and owners of second homes to come forward if they can provide suita-
ble accommodation for the Afghan relocation scheme.  Dorset Council has pledged to support the scheme, which 
is being funded by the UK Government. 

The council is looking for a range of homes of varying sizes, particularly larger family homes that are available for 

at least 12 months.  The contact details private landlords or a second home owner who may be able to help with 

any of these housing needs, please contact afghanfamilieshousing@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk   Dorset Council will 

work with property owners on all aspects of setting up the tenancy and support the family to settle in when they 

arrive. There will be central government assistance for initial rent and deposits until the families are settled  

Dorset Council will not use accommodation, such as social housing, intended for Dorset families on the housing register or for peo-
ple who are homeless. The council is seeking offers of additional privately owned, self-contained accommodation to house familie
under this scheme. 

mailto:iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=162825060301
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTQuNDU4ODQ2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvdGhlLWhpZ2h3YXktY29kZS91cGRhdGVzIn0.dixZzs69YvAqgAMBmziWy17wdKbyBLgJD_ms
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTQuNDU4ODQ2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvdGhlLWhpZ2h3YXktY29kZSJ9.2HcOloFf4OhqifGXafYfnsFOS6QFia-gNdeWDQc8zC8/s/5
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTQuNDU4ODQ2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvdGhlLWhpZ2h3YXktY29kZSJ9.feSC03h25RwlneOOuJ0WxoTHbMDI-Mgbfsyda0NIpDQ/s/5
mailto:afghanfamilieshousing@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Dorset Council has awarded two, 5-year contracts to voluntary and community organisations to continue with 
the provision of support, advice and guidance to residents.   Following an open tender process, Volunteer Cen-
tre Dorset have been awarded the contract to provide Volunteer Infrastructure Support across the Dorset 
Council area. The new contract will start on 1 October 2021 and will provide volunteers, development and re-
cruitment for all the organisations and charities across the Dorset Council area, ensuring volunteering contin-
ues to thrive.  

A further contract has also been awarded to Citizens Advice in Dorset (CAiD a consortium of Bridport, Central 
Dorset and East Dorset and Purbeck Citizens Advice),  providing information, advice and guidance on matters 
such as benefits, debt and money, energy and fuel support and other welfare advice. This contract will also 
start on 1 October 2021.    For help and support from Citizens Advice, visit citizensadvicedorset.org.uk  to find 
your local branch or call Dorset Adviceline on 0800 144 88 48. 

 

Electric vehicle charge points in Dorset - tell Dorset Council where you’d like an electric vehicle charge point 

 
As part of Dorset Council's commitment to become carbon-neutral by 2040, the Transport Planning team have 
been working to develop the public electric vehicle charging network in Dorset.  (use this link detail to find out 
more).   Dorset Council are starting to look at potential charge point locations for the next phases of installa-
tions. They need your help to find out where there is need and support for electric vehicle charge points, so 
that they can bid for funding. There is an online form at  https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/
EV_charging_point to give them your suggestions. 

 
 
Dorset Council Planning - Neighbour notification letters – Parishioners please note 
 
In line with the Council’s agreed Statement of Community Involvement, Dorset Council Planning Team 
(DCPT) will no longer be sending neighbour notification letters for planning applications, unless these are 
specifically required by legislation. 
 
All applications will continue to be publicised via site notices, and press notices will also be used where re-
quired by law. Details of all applications will still be published online, and DCPT will continue to consult statuto-
ry organisations and town and parish councils.   This change will mean that it continues to meet its statutory 
requirements, applications continue to be publicised via site notice, and the planning teams can focus on clear-
ing the backlog of planning applications. 

 
Planning application letters sent to Parish Clerk, are  uploaded on the Parish website http://www.shroton.org/
( Planning page), where a link to the Dorset Council Planning portal can be accessed for viewing planning docu-
ments.  A copy of current application letters are displayed on the noticeboard at the ‘Cricketers’ bus stop.  Tree 
planning application letters are no longer sent to the Parish Clerk. 

 
 
The Parish website – www.shroton.org 

Displays regular updates for Covid-19 advice and information, local government consultations, planning 
matters, countryside information, traffic & weather news together with details of the work and organisation of 
the Parish Council and what is happening in the village and local area.  www.shroton.org    

 

Citizens Advice - Continued Support & Advice for Dorset Council residents 

https://www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk/
https://www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvicedorset.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvicedorset.org.uk/
https://dorset-aptc.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cb25b50ab3e42c918d538200&id=bff8669783&e=4d204215e1
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/EV_charging_point
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/EV_charging_point
http://www.shroton.org/
http://www.shroton.org
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Tools for Self Reliance 

This group are a charity established in  Ringwood to  collect, refurbish tools and sewing machines which 

are then sent to various countries in Africa to enable training graduates to se up their own enterprises 

and to help them learn trades such as carpentry, tailoring, welding and bricklaying. The trainees are also 

given  business and management training to enable them to earn a sustainable income. 

I saw the charity’s stall at the Wood Fair last month and wondered whether we could support them as a 

village. They will accept any tools or sewing machines and  I am happy to act as the collection point and 

delivery driver. Any tools or machines which are donated and are not suitable for  shipping are sold and 

the profits donated to the charity so that more tools or training can be provided. 

As the charity  believe: every tool makes a difference. 

Please contact me if you would like to donate, or drop things into my porch: 

Quince Cottage, The Corner.  07920522432    

Thank you, Helen 

 

Water Weed Warriors! 

Over the summer the stream across the Glebe became increasingly overgrown, until a combination of wa-

ter weed and overhanging vegetation on the banks threatened to bring the flow of water almost to a 

standstill.  So, on the decidedly damp morning of Sunday 8th August the intrepid trio of Ali, Alfie and Ava 

Kewell, clad in wellie boots and wielding an impressive array of cutting implements, took to the task of 

weed clearance with a vengeance!  After an hour and a half we had cleared enough vegetation to necessi-

tate two trips to the tip.  It was a curiously satisfying job – we left enough growth for any wildlife to thrive 

but cleared the stream enough for the current to do its job of keeping a channel clear.   

Caroline Barrett 
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Quiz night at the Cricketers …. 

….to raise money for the Friends Of The Strays of 
Greece ( Registered charity : 1094238.) 

 

Wednesday  29th September 6.45 pm 

Tickets: £5 per head to include light  

refreshments 

Tickets must be bought in advance: 

Pip Swarbrick: 01747 811737   

topdogpip@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 

 

Holm Oak drama: villagers to the rescue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A disaster  was averted in Frog Lane at the weekend 

when a huge branch of a Holm oak suddenly collapsed 

totally blocking the road.   

What happened next is an example of the readiness of 

Shroton villagers to help each other as there were only 

three quarters of an hour between each picture.  At 

least four people, including Pete and Lewis,  came out 

with their chain saws with many others rallying round 

to remove all the heavy branches out of the 

road.  Mark and Anne, who had their drive blocked, 

finally swept the road clear.  How’s that for public spir-

it? 

 

Help needed with the Second Great Shroton 

Litter Pick 

The recent cutting of the verges has revealed quite an 
accumulation of litter on the roads into the village, so 
if you’re free to help for an hour or so on Sunday 24th 
October, please let me know 
(carolinebarrett59@gmail.com) and we can wage war 
on discarded plastic!   
Meet 11am on the Glebe - I’ll provide bin bags and 

I’ve got a spare litter-picking tool if anyone needs 

one. 

Can you help? 

 

Does anyone have time to help the volun-

teers who deliver the Shroton Lines once a 

month?   

With the departure of Richard Low, the de-

livery team needs a volunteer to deliver 12 

copies of Shroton Lines. The route covers 

houses in Newfield, Marysfield and Green 

Lines.  

If there is anyone who could take this on, 

please contact Andrew or Ena Rees at 

Brook Cottage:  

enabrookcottage@gmail.com  

or telephone 861039.  

If any recipients would be happy to receive 

an emailed copy instead, that would be 

good for Village Hall funds and would be an 

ecologically better alternative, so please let 

us know if you could make the switch.   

Thanks in anticipation, and thanks also to 

our regular deliverers . 

Ena 

 

mailto:topdogpip@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:carolinebarrett59@gmail.com
mailto:enabrookcottage@gmail.com
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Shroton Village Show – Saturday September 4th 

 
My first experience of organising this traditional Shroton event – after years of efficient management by Alex 
Smith and her predecessors – was at times terrifying.  I’m by no means a born organiser, being by nature 
someone who flies by the seat of her pants and finds the concept of deadlines a challenge.  There were many 
times when I wondered why Hazel had asked me to take on this role – and, I’m sure,  even more times when 
Hazel wondered why…. I would wake in the night in a cold sweat, convinced that I’d failed to book the village 
hall or tell anyone that the Show was happening; that I’d forgotten to invite the all-important judges or to find 
a Word-compatible version of the Entry Form.  I sent out anxious emails to the long-suffering Committee at 
odd hours of the day and night. As the time for the Show came nearer, I had nightmarish visions of an empty 
hall and the enraged complaints of Shroton residents. 

Fortunately, the reality was very different.  All the way through the build-up to the event, the wonderful Com-
mittee of Hazel Ward, Alex Smith and Alison Allen provided reassuring and knowledgeable support, initiating 
me into the rules and rituals of the Show and reminding me when important deadlines were approaching.  I 
was told that Tracy Briggs was indispensable to the successful erection of the marquee, and so it proved.  She 
and Lewis, with the additional muscle power of Helen and Sam Christmas, my daughters Hattie and Katie, and 
William Perez, made short work of conjuring the monster marquee out of the bewildering collection of poles 
we found in the store room at the back of the hall.  As the marquee went up on the Thursday before the Show, 
the sun began to shine and I started to think that, just possibly, the Show might Go On. 

And so it did.  Whether in response to my increasingly desperate emails, or because Shroton’s residents, like 
me, regard deadlines as rough guidelines rather than anything more urgent – something to act as a last-
minute, adrenalin-fuelled spur to action – I don’t know, but the fact is that between the ‘official’ deadline of 
Tuesday night and the absolute cut-off point of Saturday at noon, the entries trebled!   

As the show opened on the Saturday afternoon, there was a wealth of good things to see: a colourful array of 
Handicrafts, some tempting-looking cakes and jams, a small but high-quality selection of fruits and vegetables, 
an array of eye-catching photographs.  But it was the flowers which really stole the show.  The dahlias and 
sweet peas shone out; the flower arrangements were spectacular – and not just Lizzie Kingsbury’s imaginative 
winning arrangement, ‘Green with Envy’.  We had several new judges this year, who did their job with impres-
sive thoroughness and expertise; they expressed their admiration of the entries, and of the delicious lunch pro-
vided by Alex Smith for the judges and stewards.  Dorothy Sleeman-Hiscock has been judging the Cookery and 
Preserves section for twenty years, with Hazel as steward; it was wonderful to watch them in action, moving 
like a well-oiled machine from assessing the lightness of Victoria sponges to weighing up the spiciness of chut-
neys.  I would like to say a huge thank you to all the stewards who, under Hazel’s leadership, worked miracles 
on Saturday morning to get everything ready for the judges.  The show really couldn’t happen without them.  I 
would also like to thank all of those who contributed their energy and sheer good humour to the event, staying 
on afterwards to help clear up in record time.  

The sun shone on the show, and Shroton’s residents came out to celebrate their own and their neighbours’ 
achievements and to enjoy the tasty teas provided by Cathy Bird and her team.  Thanks to generous donations, 
the raffle was a huge success, and contributed significantly to the £400 raised by the event.  Everyone was in 
good spirits – undoubtedly the novelty of being able to sit and chat with friends and neighbours after the end-
less months of Covid restrictions played its part in creating the atmosphere of warmth and bonhomie.   

Below is a list of the very worthy prize winners, whose hard work and creativity produced the wonderful exhib-

its that we all enjoyed seeing.  If anyone has any ideas about how the show could be improved next year – or if 

you would like to get involved next year – do please let me know (carolinebarrett59@gmail.com )  

mailto:carolinebarrett59@gmail.com
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SHROTON SHOW CUP WINNERS 2021 

             

Ceres Cup  (best performance in produce class)   Mike Jones 

Galpin Cup (best single entry in produce)    Sally Bolton 

Miss Hale Cup (best performers in cookery classes   Hazel Ward 

WI Centenary Cup (best single entry in preserves)   Hazel Ward 

Lady Baker Cup (best performance in flower classes)   Sue Bennett 

Elizabethan Cup (best single flower)     Andrew Davies  

Sarah Cavan Cup (best performance in flower arranging)  Lizzie Kingsbury 

Patricia Humphrey Cup (best single entry in flower arranging) Lizzie Kingsbury 

Maggie Page Trophy (best single entry in handicrafts)  Isobel Smith 

Photography Frame (best performance in photogtrpahy)  Caroline Barrett 

Best Photo (best single entry)      Tracy Briggs 

Hambledon Cup (overall winner 12—18 years)    Maia Perez 

Patricia Goodbody Cup (children 7 years and under)   Rafe Bridgeman 

Bella Howlett Cup (children 8—11 years)     Tabitha Bridgeman 

-     

 
 

The Shroton Trophy – best overall performance in show Mike Jones 

 

Well done to all those who entered or supported the show. Thank  you to Caroline, Hazel, Tracy and everyone 

who helped with the event. It was so lovely to see everyone meeting together once more. 
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Life is never straightforward! 

 

A message from Cathy and Andrew: 

Jane and Kevin Morris kindly donated their hen house and chickens to us in their 

preparation for leaving Shroton. Below is the  photo of the said hen house being 

moved. It took nine people and had to be lifted over two hedges! The chickens are 

happily getting to know their new garden. Many thanks to Kevin and Jane who mar-

shalled the removal team of Steph and Chris, Mark and Anne, Adam and of course 

Andrew and me.    

 

 

Some snapshots from the Village Show 
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Shroton Village Hall 

 

Jumble Sale 
 

Saturday 23rd October at 2pm 

 

Entry 20p : Children Free 

Refreshments 

 

We need to keep everyone safe so 

masks & hand sanitising will be required to enter 
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ST. MARY’S SHROTON 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

 

SUNDAY 3rd OCTOBER 

 

An Informal Service for all at   11.00 

 

During which we will have a presentation by Rachel Perrett on local farming issues today. 

 

The church will be decorated on Saturday morning and any gifts of flowers or produce would be warmly 

welcomed. Any tinned and packet goods will be given to the Food Bank.  

Warm clothes collected for Afghan refugees. 

 

HARVEST LUNCH 

SUNDAY 3RD OCTOBER 

 

12.30 at Shroton Village Hall 

All villagers welcome. 

Voluntary donation on the door with any surplus given to the Blandford Foodbank. 

To reserve a place please phone Jan Simmons 01258 861915 

Email jan@fourways.plus.com 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 

at Church Farm House 

 

Gabriel and Rhydian Cox opened their house and garden to host a wonderful occasion for vil-

lagers and other guests on Friday 24th September in support of Macmillan, a charity which 

works to support cancer sufferers and their families in a variety of ways. 

Balloons in the Macmillan colours, purple and green, bunting and various fliers and a notice 

board all directed folk to the garden gate.  Visitors were welcomed into the country kitchen 

to collect mugs of coffee and to choose from a range of cakes and sweet treats contributed 

from other kitchens around the village.  Dahlias for the tables were donated by our village 

dahlia expert, Alan Morris. The sun shone in a bright blue sky and people were happy to lin-

ger in the beautiful garden while Chris Pearson and Malcolm Trowbridge provided some 

cheerful and entertaining music for all to enjoy, supported by Alan Morris for the final song 

which was a rousing rendition of ‘I know I’ll never find another you’ 

A splendid raffle was run by Maria Sullivan and a tombola of diverse prizes was run by Hazel 

Ward, which meant many folk did not leave empty-handed! Particular thanks to our hosts for 

the two wonderful hampers of special biscuits, conserves and condiments and to villagers 

who were unable to attend but donated generous prizes.  Gabriel had baked an enormous 

Christmas cake and Alan Morris ensured guests had a chance to guess its weight:  5lb 7oz. 

Pam Percy was delighted to win – an experienced baker, herself, I suspect!  (I had to laugh 

when one man guessed 11lb – NOT a baker, obviously!!!)  Prizes were announced and a vote 

of thanks made by Rhydian, who managed to round off the morning with aplomb, earning a 

wolf whistle from Emma House who has certainly mastered that skill! 

As always, those busy in the kitchen shared in the general excitement and fun and enjoyed 

the opportunity to see their neighbours and spend some time together, especially after the 

long spell of lockdowns and social distancing.  Particular thanks to Barbara Briggs for manag-

ing the coffee supplies and to all the other willing hands who stepped in to return mugs, cut 

cakes and generally help with the practicalities! 

The atmosphere of chatter, laughter and general good will made the morning fly by, and I 

think it is safe to say that we all enjoyed the event enormously.  Thanks to everyone involved: 

guests, prize-contributors and helpers together have raised £512.50. 

 

Ena Rees 
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