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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes  
Date:   18th

 
 December 2013   Venue:  Shroton Village Hall 

Present:  James Gibson Fleming, Kirsten Vincent, Robin Scoones, Judith Hewitt, Jill Sutcliff and Jim Bird  
 

Agenda item Discussion points Action 
 

1. Apologies 
 

 
Councillors Perrett, Potts and Jeffery  

 

  

2.  Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th

   

 November 2013 having been previously circulated, were agreed, 
the minutes were duly signed by the presiding Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Scoones and seconded by Cllr 
Vincent. 

 

3.   Declaration of  
Interests 

 

   No interests were declared. 
 

4.  Matters Arising  

 

  

a. Cllr Hewitt reported that the recently purchased tables were well received and fully appreciated by the 
community attending the 2013 Christmas Dinner event in the Village hall.  

b. The Clerk (having been advised by Cllr Jeffery) reported that the memorial is in fair condition, the stone 
work is good and clean; the black paint/ surfacing of the lettering will require attention in due course. 
The memorial is registered on the War Memorial Trust website and has been identified as being in fair 
condition. 

c. The Clerk was instructed to determine the current status of the application for work to a tree on the 
Glebe from Cllr Potts.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

  5. Democratic Period 
with 

         DCC & NDDC news 

 

a. Cllr Hewitt advised the council of the continued re-occurrence of the residents’ parking in the passage 
way leading to the Cricketers Pub.  This passage way is an acknowledged and registered “Right of Way”; 
parked vehicles not only cause obstructions, hinder access but should not be parked on this 
thoroughfare.  The Clerk was instructed to contact the DCC Rights of Way Officer.    

b. Monthly reports from County Councillor Croney and District Councillor Jespersen were circulated to the 
council prior to the meeting. 

 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

6.  General   
Correspondence 

 

• Letter of thanks from the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee – the Chairman read a letter of 
thanks to the council for its generous support in buying the new tables and storage trolley for use in the 
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 Village Hall.  

 
7.   Parish Council  
      Representatives 
 

 

Cllr Hewitt – Homewatch, Village Hall and Footpaths advised the council of the recent spate of aggressive 
“cold callers” and urged fellow councillors to report intimidating behaviour.  The Village Hall Christmas 
Dinner was hugely successful and the new tables proved highly effective.  There are on-going discussions to 
relocate the Church Office within the village hall.  The village panto is well into production for January 2014 
and the next community event is the Burns Night in January 2014.   
Cllr Vincent with Cllr Potts – Play Area No report from Cllr Potts – purchase of replacement post.  Cllr 
Vincent advised the council that inspections were on-going.  The Clerk asked for a record of these minor 
works for the minute record and the council Play Area File.  
Cllr Bird - DAPTC Northern Area – nothing to report – the Clerk had forwarded minutes the last area 
meeting minutes and papers to the council as requested by DAPTC Area Secretary.  
Cllr Potts - Glebe Supervisor – no report available for this meeting. 
Cllr Scoones - Account Supervisor - no report required at this time. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.   
8.  Parish Council 

Projects  
 
All major decisions  
and project development 
actions are to be ratified 
as agenda items within 
the business of a Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 

a.   Neighbourhood Development Plan – The Clerk, having been instructed to re-contact Chesterton 
Humberts (Salisbury), District Cllrs Croney & Jesperson and the Parish Council has now determined the 
27th January 2014 as the most suitable date for all to meet to discuss the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan.  The Chairman kindly proposed that the council meet for an informal session in the Shoot Room at 
Ranston House at 6:30 pm on 27th

b.   The North Dorset Local Plan formerly known as the New Plan for North Dorset - The Clerk advised the 
council of the need to circulate the document – a 15 year plan setting out the strategic planning policies 
for the District up to 2026 to guide the proposed development of housing, associated employment, 
community facilities and infrastructure – speedily and efficiently so that a collective response from the 
council can be made in good time.  The deadline for representations is 24

 January 2014.  

th

c.   Parish Council Website – Cllr Bird offered to canvass local businesses for their details to go onto the 
website – a strategy for businesses to buy advertising space is to be further determined as Cllr Hewitt 
asked about budgeting for the cost of maintaining this community facility.  Cllr Bird requested to ensure 
that the website was “live” as soon as possible, to advise Shroton Lines when this happened and to seek 
council ownership of the website domain and its operating protocols. 

 January 2014. 

       The council agreed to pay Chris Juett £250 for the design and conceptual work of the PC website. 
Proposed by Cllr Sutcliffe and seconded by Cllr Vincent.  Discussions evolving around a maintenance fee 
of £120 for the updating of the website for 12 months and any extra operating requirements have yet to 
be ratified for inclusion in a future budget by the council.   
The Clerk has been requested to obtain from CJ his current design/implementation costs for the next 
council meeting.   

d. “Getting things done 2014”  The Chairman suggested another meeting be held in March 2014 to review 
Parish Council projects to date and to identify a programme of deserving projects  for the coming year.    

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk has 
provided 
comment sheets 
and notes for the 
council to use for 
this consultation  
 
Cllr Bird 
 
Cllr Bird 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk – date for 
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 meeting 
 

 
9.   Finance Matters 
 

 

a. To consider and discuss the draft precept budget estimation for 2014/2015.  Six members of the Parish 
Council considered the following points when discussing the 1st draft estimate of the Precept 2014 – 
2015:   

• The HMRC (Employers NI) figure as Nil – the Clerk’s Salary is below national minimum based 
on the NALC scales and HMRC calculations when submitting PAYE “real time” summaries. 

• The inclusion of £70 for subscription to SLCC. 
• The reduction in the charge of the annual audit fee to £100 based on the Audit Commission 

scale of fees to 2016/2017. 
• The increase of training funds to £150; to consider the training for two recently co-opted 

councillors. The increase to £700 for play area maintenance – to include replacement bark, 
safety inspection fee, running maintenance and refurbishment costs. 

• The Glebe maintenance remains at £1000 – estimated expenditure of £720 by the end of the 
FY for 9 cuts. 

• No village projects costs identified for 2014/15 at this time.  Meeting to determine council 
projects to be held in March 2014. 

• The inclusion of £120 for website maintenance and running costs. 
• The inclusion of £100 for the Cross Bus Stop project 

 It was agreed that in principle the PC would continue to accumulate any surpluses as reserves which 
would not be used to subsidise the precept in any one year. A final ratification of the precept would be 
made at the January 2014 meeting. 

b.   To further discuss the community cheque presented to the Parish Council by Inazin July 2013; councillors 
urged to consider options for projects at the proposed meeting in March 2014. 

c.   Payment approved for the Play Area maintenance costs £100.  The Chairman reminded the council of the    
date the rate for this maintenance work was set (1999) and suggested that the council consider 
determining a revised rate for this work in the play area enclosure.  A revised rate of £10 per cut was 
discussed and agreed. Proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded Cllr Vincent. 

d.   Payment approved for grass cutting the Glebe in November 2013 £80. 
e. Payment approved for the Clerk’s Salary & Employment Costs August – December 2013 £762.15  
f.    Payment approved for HMRC £180 (PAYE). 
Items 9 D to F proposed by Cllr Scoones and seconded by Cllr Bird. 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10. Planning Matters 
 

The Deer Farm, Farrington – District Councillor Croney Update 4 December 2013 
 
NDDC have discharged the conditions in terms of the details being acceptable but, not in terms of them 
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being implemented on site.  NDDC have also been informed verbally today that works will start in early 
January (obviously dependent in things like the weather) and, be completed by 30 April 2014 (the date 
specified in the planning permission conditions). Written confirmation of this is to follow. 
  
 
Mark Hitchcott will be monitoring to ensure the implementation of the permission including works required 
by the conditions progresses as required.  The planning officer is fully aware of the sensitivity regarding this 
site and has given assurances that NDDC have given clear warnings that they intend to take to this matter 
before the law courts if necessary and have already taken the preliminary measure of serving a Requisition of 
Information notice in preparation to do this. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Other Matters 
 

Cllr Hewitt described a community garden project and asked whether she had the support of the council 
for this initiative.  Cllr Scoones proposed a feasibility study for such a project; Cllr Hewitt to advise the 
council of potential interest from the community and to begin researching funding strains for such a 
project.   
 

 
 
Cllr Hewitt 

 

 The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8: 14 pm.                  LK 09/01/14   

 The date of the next meeting: Wednesday 15th

 

 January 2014 at 7:00pm                  

 Chairman …………………………………………     Date…………………………………………….. 
 Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council (To be signed and dated by the presiding Chairman after approval at the next Parish Council Meeting) 
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